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The Conaduest of MEXICO, 
by HERNANDO CORTES. 


Cuap. I. Diego de Velafquez, Governor of Cuba, 
appoints Hernando Cortes Commander. in Chief of 
a Fleet for making new Difcovertes. He fails from 
Cuba, and lands in the Ifland of Cozumel, where 
he demolifbes the Indian Idols, and meets with a 
Captive Spaniard. : 
Cuap. II. Cortes fails from Cozumel, arrives at the 
River Grijalva, lands in fpite of the Indians, takes 
the Town of Tabafco, and obtains a great Vicn 
tory. He then concludes a Peace with the Indians, 


and embarks in order to continue bis Voyage to 


Mexico. | } P. 10 


Cuap. IIT. Cortes gives Audience to two Mexican 
Officers. Sends a prefent to Motezuma, and re- 
ceives one from-that Prince. The State of the 
Mexican Empire, and the Apprehenfions of Mote- 
zuma, who fends a fecond Prefent to Cortes, with 
expre/s Orders to leave the Coaft. Cortes artfully 
puts a Stop to the Murmurs of the People, P. 2 
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Crap. lV. Cortes-makes a Settlement, to which he 
gives the Name of Villa Rica de la Vera Cruz; 
marches to Quiabiflan, and in his way concludes 
an Alliance with the Cacique of Zempoalla: He 

— feizes Motezuma’s Commiffaries ; fornes a flron® 
Confederacy of the Indian Caciques ; builds the 
Jown of Vera Cruz, aud receives another Em- 


bafly from Motezuma. P. 22 


Crap. V. Cortes is prevailed upon by falfe Pre- 
tences to engage in an Expedition agatnft the In- 
habitants ef Zimpazingo. He demolifhes the Idols 
of Zempoalla, and returns to Vera Cruz; where 
a Confpiracy betng formed againft him, he orders 
the Ships to be funk. P. 45 


Cap. VI. Cortes begins bis March for Mexico ; 


ftays feveral Days at Zocothlan and Zacazingo ; 
fends Ambaffadors to Tiafcala ; but his Propofals of 
Peace being rejecd, fights an obftinate Battle with 
the Tlafcalans. Xicotencal, General of the Tlaf- 
calans, attacks the Spanith Quarters by Night; 
but is divefted of his Command, and the Tlafcalans 
fue for Peace. P. 53 


--Cirap. VII. Cortes receives an Embaffy from Mo- 


tezuma; he makes bis Entrance into Tialcala; a@f- 
ter which Diego de Ordaz vifits the Volcano of 
Popocatepec. Cortes afterwards receives an‘Em- 
baffy from Mexico, and marches toCholula, where 
@ Scheme ts laid for his Defruion, which is dif- 
covered by the Addrefs of Marina. He leaves 
Chotula ; baffies the treacherous Defigns of> the 
Mexicans ; is vifited by the Cacique of ‘Tezeaco, 
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and arrives at that City, whence he marches to 
Tztapalapa. Pe 92 


Cuap. VIII. Cortes enters Mexico, where heis met 
by Motezuma, «who comes in great State to wel- 
come him to the City; afterwards confers with 
him at bis Quarters, and grants him an Audience 
in the royal Palace. A Defcription of the City of 
Mexico, evith an Account of the Grandeur, Wealth, 
and Power of the Emperor, and the Religion and 
Pelicy of the Mexican Government. P.93 


Cuap. TX. Cortes receives a very alarming Letter 
from Vera Cruz, in Confequence of which he 
makes Motezuma his Prifoner, and fome time after 
loads him with Fetters. The Spaniards build trvo 
Ships upon the Lake. AConfpiracy formed againft 
them; but difcowered by Motezuma, and tre prin- 
cipal Conductor punifhed. Motezuma declares 
Charles V. King of Spain Ais Succeffor ; and offers 
to become tributary to that Prince, to which he 
gaits the Confent of the States, and confirms it by 
great Prefents. After which he infifts upon Cortes’s 
leaving Mexico, who is informed of the Arrival 
of a Fleet fent againft him by Veiafquez.  P. 114 


Cuapr. X. The Proceedings of the Commiffaries [ent 
by Cortes to the Court of Spain, and the Rife of the 
fecond Expedition formed by Diego Velafquez for 
the Defiruétion of Cortes. The Monks of St. Gero- 
nime endeavour in vain to make Velafquez aban- 
doz his Project. The Fleet fails under the Com- 
mand of Pamphilo de Narvaez, arrives at Vera 
Cruz, but is oppofed by the Governor. Cortes: en- 
deavours to come to Terms of Accommodation with 
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the other Army, but without Succefs, and fets out 
upon bis March againft Narvaez. P. 136 


Crap. XI. Cortes, finding it impoffi ble to bring Nar- 
vaez to accept of any Terms of Accommodation, at- 
tacks him and his Army ; obtains a complete Vice 
tory, and prevails on the Soldiers to enter into his 
Service. P. 150 


Cuap. XII. Cortes marches back to Mexico to the 
Afifiance of Alverado, againft whom the Mexi- 
cans had taken up Arms; where he finds the Peo- 
ple in a violent Ferment. His Troops are feveral 
Times attacked, and his Offers of Peace rejeéed. 
Motezuma Aaranguing the Mexicans, in order to 

per fuade them to lay down their Arms, is mortally 
wounded, and dies, conjuring Cortes to revenge 
his Fall. P. 161 


Cuar. XIII. The War carried on afrefh againft 
Cortes, who efcapes the moft imminent Danger, 
and every where defeats the Indians. He retires 
fram Mexico, with his Army, by Night; but is af- 
faulted 1 his Retreat, and lofes many Men; how- 
ever, he at length obtains a great Vigtory over the 
united Forces of Mexico, by ferxing the Royal 
Standard. P, 175 


Cuap. XIV. Cortes marches to the City of Tlafcala, 
where the Spaniards met with a joyful Reception. 
The Tlafcalans receirwe an Embaffy from the new 
Emperor of Mexico, to excite them to take Arms 
againft the Spaniards, and Xicotencal privately ef- 
poufes their Caufe, but is difcovered. Cortes defeats 

the 


t 


Aa attack made upon the three Caufeways at once, 


The CONTENTS: vi; 
theTepeacans. Another Mexican Army attacks the 
Spaniards, and ts intirely routed. P. 190 


CuaP. XV. Several Ships arrive upon the Coaft 


with Recruits from Velafquez, who all join Cortes, 
A Deputation fent to the Court of Spain, to defire 
more Affiftance. The Spaniards march towards 
Mexico. Cortes’s Expedition againff Tezeuco, 
ewhere he fets up a new Cacique. P. 208 


Cuap. XVI. Cortes marches to the City of Iztapa- 


lapa, where he and bis Army narrowly efcape 
being drowned. The War with Mexico renewed 
Several Brigantines built. by Cortes’s Order at 
Zempoalla, brought in Pieces to Tezeuco im order 
to navigate the Lakes of Mexico. He takes feve- - 
val Towns, but is repulfed at Tacuba, and bis 
Army expofed to great Danger; whereupon he 
turns to Tezeuco. P, 213 


‘Cuap. XVII. Sandoval obtains three ViGtories over 


a Mexican Army. Cortes marches to Suchimilco, 


makes an unfuccefsful Attempt to fcale-a-Mountain 


defended by the Mexicans ; defeats a Mexican 
Army ; obtains a fecondVidtory before Suchimilco, 
and takes that City, where he narrowly efcapes be- 
ing carried Prifoner to Mexico. P. 243 


Cuap. XVIII. The Brigantines got ready for failing 


on the Lake. A Plot to affafinate the General and 
his principal Officers difcovered. Zicotencal leaves 
Cortes, to return Home, but is purfued and killed 


| ‘Lhe Brigantines launched upon the Lake, and at- 


tacked by 4000 Canoes, moft of which are deftroyed- 


in 


Vil ane GON TEN T 5. 
in which the Spamards are feafinably relieved by 
the Brigantixes; thefe clear the Lake of the Mexi- 


cans, who afterwards invent feveral Sti ‘atagems 
to dcftrey the Spaniards. P. 230 


Cuar. XIX. Cortes offers Peace to the Emperor, but 


his Priefts prevent his accepting it. eg sr which 
Cortes makes a gener ai Attack, and after an obfii- 
nate Engagement is defeated. He iferevard re- 
news the Attack, makes a Lodgmext, and obliges 
the Emperor to retire to the fartheR Part of the 
City. The Emperor and his a are ferzed in 
an Attempt to efcape, and the whole Empire of 
Mexico ackee wledges their Subjeétion to Spain. 
Cortes.extends his Conquefts to the Scuth-Sea, re- 
builds Mexico, and dies iw Spain. P. 240 
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HERNANDO CORTES. 
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CHAP I. 


Diego de Valefquez, Governor of Cuba, appoints 
Hernando Cortes Commander in Chief of a 
Fleet for making new -Difcoveries. He fails 
from Cuba, and lands in the Tfand of Cozumel, 
where be demoli ifoes the Indian Idols, aud meets 
with a Captive Spaniard. 


JERNANDO CORTE S was anative of 
Medelin, a town of Hffremadura in Spain, 

ind being educated for a military life, retolved 
oputh his fortune in the Wef-Jndies, whither 
¢ failed in the year 1504, with letters of recom- 
endation to Don Nicholas de Oband; his kint- 
van, who was at that time Governor of Hi/pa- 
ila, This gentleman gave him a very kind 
eception, and admitted him into the number 

E Pi his friends ; ; but thefe favours could not 
> divert 
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divert his inclination to arms, and therefore that 
ifland being now pofleffed by the Spaniards, 
without any oppofition from the natives, he de- 
fired leave to ferve in the ifland of Cuba, where 
the war was {till carried on, and having arrived 
there, fo far diftinguifhed himéelf, as to obtain 
the reputation of a valiant foldier and able com- 
mander; on which account he was mede Al- 
cade, or chief magiftrate of the town of S, 
Fago, a pott ceneriliy conferred on thofe who 
diftinguifhed themfelves in the conqueft of thofe 
countries. Cortes was in this fituation when he 
was recommended to Diego de Valefquez, Go- 
vernor of Cuba, as a proper perfon for making 
conquefts on the Continent ; and the Governo 
giving his approbation, a commiffion was in- 
ftantly figned, by which Cortes was appointec 
Captain-general of the fleet, and of the coun 
tries he fhould difcover and fubdue. 

His nomination to this poft was greatly re- 


fented by all who had flattered themfelves wit ado 
the hopes of obtaining it. Mean while Cortegg PI 
employed his own fortune, and all the money” ith 
he could borrow, in the purchafe of provifions tr ns 
arms, and ammunition, and inlifted foldiers with b \ 
fuch expedition and fuccefs, that within a fev °*' 
days he had above 300 men in his fervice ; an peo} 
having equip’d ten {mall veffels from 80 to 100 at be 
tons each, they failed from the port of St. Fagm 60! 
de Cuba, on the 18th of November 1519, an cifec 
coafting along the Ifland arrived at the port dl and 
La Trinidad, where he was joined by fever of tl 
perfons of diftinGion who refolved to follow “i 
his fortunes. But he had no fooner left $+. Fag tae 
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han his enemies prevailed on Vela/quez to re- 
oke his commitlion ; of which Cortes being in- 
ormed, he confulted his friends and adherents, 
tho declared with great warmth, that they 
vould ftand by him to the laft extremity. He 
hen took fuch meafures as appeared moft pro- 
per for removing the jealoufy of Vela/quez, and 
promoting his own fecurity, and having fent 
cdro de Alverado with a party of foldiers by 
land to take care of the horfes, and rarfe recruits 
in the fettlements, he failed with the fleet for 
the Havannah. But in the night, the Capitana, 
in which Cortes embarked, feparated from the 
reft, while the other veffels continued their courfe 
to the port of Havannah, where the people were 
kindly received by Pedro de Barba, the Governor 
under Vela/juez. However, having ftaid feveral 
days, without hearing any news of Cortes, they 
concluded he was loft, and began to deliberate 
th e2oout chufing another commander, but were 
wa prevented by his arrival, when he was received 
with the loud acclamations of his men, and 
treated with great refpect by the Governor. 
‘thm While he {taid in this place, he caufed a num- 
dm Der of cotton quilts to be made, to defend his 
people from the darts and arrows of the Zudians, 


et. ens 
od 2t being found that thefe were more ufeful than 
oe Coats of mail. He proved his artillery, exer- 
5 4 ‘#2 ° . 

na ced his foldiers in the ufe of their fire arms 


om «nd crofs-bows, as well as in the management 
of their pikes, and taught them to form and file 
off, in order to make an attack and retreat. 
But while he was thus employed, a meffenger 


ffavannah, containing exprefs orders to divett 
Cortes 


arrived with difpatches to the Governor of 
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Cortes of his command, and to fend him prifone 
with a ftrong guard to St. Fago. Cortes wa 
highly incenied at Vela/quez’s behaviour, an¢ 
his endeavouring to ruin an enterprizé in whic 
he and his triends had embarked their whole 
fortunes ; he therefore refolved to provide fo 
hinrfelf, and to make ufe of force if it was ne 
ceifary ; he even explained his fituation to his 
foldiers, and they raifed fuch a tumult, that the 
Governor of Havannah, dreading the confe 
quence of their refentment, publickly declared 
that he did not intend to execute the orders he 
had received from Vela/juez, which he con 
fidered as a flagrant act of injuftice. This com: 
motion being thus appeafed, and a brigantine 
added to the fleet, Cortes divided his men inte 
eleven companies, delivered inftructions to his 
officers, and after a folemn mafs, at which all 
the foldiers affitted, weighed and fet fail fro 

EHavanunah on the 10th of February 1519. 
They had this day a favourable gale, but the 
fun was no fooner fet than a furious ftorm arofe 
which damaged the fleet. Corres had before fent 
Diego de Ordaz, whofe fidelity he had fufpected, 
to Guanicanico, a fettlement on the other fide of 
cape $+. Autonio; and alittle before the ftorm, 
he fent Pedro de Alverado in queft of him, with 
orders to wait for the fleet at cape St. Antonio ; 
but Pedro perceiving that the tempeft had driven 
him fo far into the gulph as to render it difficult 
for him to weather cape Sv. Antonio, fteered 
away for the ifland of Cozwmel, where upon hi 
landing he found a {mall town near the coaf, 
which was abandoned by the Zxdiaus, who had 
fled at his approach. <Aiverado was a youns 
man 


by HERNANDO CORTES. -¢ 


man of an enterprizing genius, but of little ex- 
jerience, and imagined that, while he waited for 
the fleet which was to cait anchor at that ifland, 
nothing could fo ill become a foldier as inaction, 
and therefore ordered his men to march, and 
take a view of the inner part of the land. At 2 


em leacue’s diftance they came up to another town 
hima which was abandoned like the firit. Here 


hel the foldiers feized fome provifions, and in a 
fe@™ temple of one of their idols they found many 
dm jewels, andiome inftruments for facrificing made 
helm of gold mixed with copper, which, though of 
nm imal! value, they carried away. However, this 
mm expedition was to far from promoting the fervice 
in@™ in which they were engaged, that it only ferved 
item to trighten the /ndiams, and to render it more 
hig™ dithcuit to obtain their friendthip and affiitance. 
all The next day Cores arrived with the fleet, 
om having fent another veflel with directions to 
Ordaz, ona fuppofition that 4/verado had been 
tha prevented by the itorm; and though he was 
fe glad to find that young Captain fate at Cozuae/, 
eng he publ ickly reprimanded him for his rafhnes 
edj@ in marching up and down the ifland, and dif 
cOlm initied three /xdian prifoners whom he had 
mg taken, after having ordered their effects to be 
‘ith reitored, and given them many prefents for’ 
iojm thar Cacique, in token of peace and — i 
veg ‘Lo prevent any new difputes, he drew dow 
cul ais forces to the ica-fide, and ‘having enca ea 
req@ =6ed them there for three days, he thought fit to 
high, make a general review ; when it appeared that 
ate his whole: army an saanecs to so$ foldiers inciud- 
had§’ ine their officers, 16 hori, 2 chaplains, and 
109 Mariners and iwechanics. On this occation 
V OL. ee ib Cartes 
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Cortes made them a fpeech, in which he endea- 
voured to inipire them with courage, by the 
promife of wealth and honour ; explained the 
dangers they. muft expect to encounter, and ‘in 
the ftrongeft terms, reprefented the neceflity of 
a ftrict. obedience and the moft perfect una- 
nimity. 

He had fcarce concluded this fpeech, when 
intelligence was brought him, that a confider- 
able number of unarmed Jzdians were approach- 
ing in feveral detached parties, upon which he 
drew up his men, and commanded them to 
remain under arms till it was known what was 
their intention. The /uzdians no fooner came 
fight, than they continued for fome time with- 
out motion ; but perceiving that no hoftilities 
were Offered, they at length boldly advanced, 
and mingling with the foldiers, prefented them 
with fome refrefhments, and continued to be- 
have with great confidence and familiarity. 

The next day the principal Cacique of the 
wfland came with a numerous retinue to pay a 
vifit to Cortes, who received him with great 
courtefy ; and ‘while the converfation was car- 
ried on by means of an interpretor, one of the 
Indians was heard to pronounce the word Ca/- 
tilla, the meaning of which being demanded by 
Cortes, he was told that the Judian faid, the 
Spania ‘ds refembled fome perfons 3 in 7; ucatai, 
who came from a country called Caffilla. Cortes 
immediately concluded that thefe were his coun- 
trymen, and refolved to fet them at liberty. 
Upon a more particular enquiry he found that 
they were in the power of fome Jndians of the 
higheft rank, who refided at 2“catan, and gre 
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the moft certain method of procuring their li- 
berty would be to offer a ranfom; for the 
Cacique informed him that fhould he have re- 
courfe to arms, it would expofe them to the 
hazard of being maffacred by their matters 
Cortes approved of this advice, and ordered Diego 


ae de Ordaz to fail to the coaft-of Yucatan, with a 


Jetter to the prifoners, and fome trifles for their 
ranfome, and to ftay eight days, in which time 
fome Jxdians appointed by the Cacique for that 
purpofe undertook to return with an anfwer. 
In the mean time Cortes marched with the troops 
ima body about the ifland, in order to view the 
country, and keep his men in action, and in 
this tour, he was accompanied by the Cacique, 
and a great number of Jzdians, who furnifhed 
him with provifions, and exchanged gold for 
‘glafs beads, which they fancied they could ne- 
wer purchafe too dear. 

At a {mall diftance from the coaft flood the 
temple of an Idol that was much revered by the 
Indians. It was a fquare ftone building, .and no 
‘contemptible ftructure. The Idol which- was 
called Cozumel, whence the ifland received the 
fame name,,was in the figure of a man, and had 
a moft horrible afpect. Here a great concourte 
ef people were found liftening to a prieft who 
was diftinouifhed by a certain ornament or 
covering, which fcarcely concealed his naked- 
nefs, and who feemed to preach with great 
emphafis. Cortes, fhocked at the abfurdity of 
fuch worfhip, told the Cacique, that it was im- 
potfible for them to continue friends, if he did 
not renounce his idolatry, and that it was un- 
worthy of a man of fenfe to pay divine ho- 
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nours to a deformed image, fitter to frighten 
children than to be reverenced by men of under- 
ftanding. The Cacique replied, that as to re- 
ligion he left it wholly to the priefts, whe 
fhould, if he pleafed, difcourfe with him upon 
that fubject. This was readily accepted, anc 
one of the priefts being fent for, no fooner wa 
informed of the affair in queition, than he be- 
gan with the moft hideous outcries to proteft 
againft thofe who fhould be fo audacious as te 
difturb the worfhip of their Gods, denouncing 
the immediate vengeance of Heaven againtt all 
who fhould prefuine to difhonour this deity, of 
his habitation. But Cortes, without paying any 
regard to his menaces, immediately ordered all 
the idols to be broke to pieces, and moft o 
their temples to be demolifhed. The largeit o 
them, however, he preferved entire, and having 
caufed a neat altar to be erected, had mafs faid 
in it by the chaplains and priefts, and at his de- 
parture charged the Cacique to take the ‘tricteft 
care that every thing was kept in good order, 
and that no infult was offered to the image 0 
the Blefied Virgin, or to two crofles which he 
erected in that chapel ; and this the Jndiau Chiet 
very readily promifed. 
When the eight days were expired, Diego dt 


Ordaz returned from Yecatan, without feeing yy 


any thing of the Caf/Iliaws, for whom he was 
fent. Cortes therefore fet fail with a fair wind ; 
but was obliged to return the fame day, on ac- 
count of one of the fhips having fprung a leak. 
While this thip was refitting, Cortes was told 
that a canoe was ftanding directly towards the 
ifland, when perceiving that fhe was full o 
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enfagrmed Indias, he ordered Andrea de Tapia to 
r-mmget as much as poffible under the thelter of the 
e-Maend, and to-endeavour to takethecanoe. Soon 
hom™—iter four men came out of it with only a flight 
onfgovering about their waits, and with bows and 
idmmtrows intheirhands. . Axdrea de Tapia, as {oon 
agmmes the Jvdians were landed, advanced towards 
e-Mghem {word in hand, when three of them ieem- 
effing afraid, the fourth bid them not fear, and 
tomeddreffing himfelf to the Spaniards, cried aloud 
nome the Ca/ftilizan tongue, Gentlemen, I am a Chrif- 
allan. Tapia immediately embraced him with 
ormequal joy and furprize, and conducted him 
nye Cortes, who received him with much affection, 
allfvhile his Zxdian companions couched down on 
off™beir hams, and laying their bows and arrows on 
of™he ground, moiftened their right hand with 
nggmpittle, touched the earth, and then ftroaked 
aidg™mheir brea{ts next the heart ; this being the moft 
le-f@relpectful ceremony they paid to their Princes. 
eftfm-ortes having afked the name of the ftranger, he 
er,fmgecplied that he was called Ferom de gular, and 
offmas anativeof Eza. Meat and drink were then 
hef™ct before him, and he was orderedtobecloathed, 
jeff The next day Cortes inquired how he fell into 
he hands of the Jzdians, when he replied, that 
a@being at Daricn, he was fent to-H?/paniola for 
inggemen and ammunition, but was caft away near 
vase famaica, when heand 20 other perfons taking 
d ;@to the boat, after fuffering great diitrefles, reach- 
ac-fped the fhore of Yucatan, where they fell into 
. fgthe hands of aCacique, who immediately facri- 
oldffficed fix of them to his idols, and then cat 
the#them. That he and fome others were fhut up 
of fin a wooden cage, in order to ferve for another 
ned oe feftival ; 


a 
- — << ° — — 


10 6©The Conauest of MEXICO, 


feftival ; but breaking out, they, without bein 
difcovered, fled over the mountains, till the 
came into the dominions of another Prince, w 

was an enemy to him from whom they had fled 
That foon after moft of his companions died 
and he fell into the hands of a maiter whom h 
ferved for feveral years, and at length acquire 
fuch a degree of favour, that he conferred up 
on him an employment near his perfon, an 
honoured him with his confidence. The Caciqu 
his mafter dying recommended him to his for 
under whom he poffeffed the fame office, ani 


_ afterwards being employed in the wars with th 


neighbouring Caciques, obtained fuch reputa 
tion, that he became the favourite both of th 
Prince and people, and therefore on his receiv 
ing Cortes’s letter, he eafily obtained his bert 
as a reward for his fervices. 


SEO a a a ORS 
CHAP. IL. 


Cortes fails from Cozumel, arrives at the Riv 
Grijalva, lands in jpite of the Indians, take 
the town of ‘Tabaico, and obtains a grea 
Visory, He then couclwidei a Peace with th 
Indians, avd embarks ia order toa continue bi 
F oyage to Mexico. 


HE fleet fet fail from Cozumel on tht 
4th of March 1519, and reached the ri 
ver of Grijalva, where the civil treatment whi 
the Spaniards had tormerly received from the 
Indians of Tabafico, and the cold brought fro 
thence, 
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thence, were fuch motives for theirl anding, as 
were not to be refifted. Therefore leaving the 
larger.veffels at anchor, Cortes embarked all his 
foldiers on board the fmaller, and in the boats, 
and was beginning to make the beft of his way 
-againft the current, when he perceived both fides 
ot the river covered with canoes filled with Zz- 
diaus in arms, fupported by a confiderable force 
on fhore. When gueffing from the horrible out- 
cries, and gefticulations of the Judzaus, that they 
intended to oppofe him, he fent_4guclar to them 
im a canoe with offers of peace, which being re- 
jected, he refolved to punith them for what he 
called their prefumption, in daring to defend 
their country. But night approaching, hethought 
proper to wait till the next day, and in the 
tae mecan time commanded all the artillery to be 
: brought into the {maller veffels, and his foldiers 
to put on their quilted coats to fecure them from 
being wounded by the arrows of the enemy. 

At day-break, he drew up the veffels in the 
figure of a half-moon, and advancing flowly 
to the Indians, fent Aguilar a fecond time, with 
va propofals of peace, to which they made no an- 
jag =otwer, but giving the fignal for the attack, ad- 
em vanced with ereat fwiftnefs by the favour» 
im the current, till being near enough to ufe their 
jig arrows, they difcharged fuch a fhower of them, 
both trom the canoes and barks on the river, 


that the Ssaniards were much embarraffed in 


thal §6their endeavours to cover themfelves. How- 
rig ever, having received the firit charge, they af- 
faulted the /vdians with fuch vigour, that the 
thal §=6canoes foon lett the paflage free. The vefleis 
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then proceeded up the river without further op. 

pofition, and approaching the fhore endeavour-| 
ed toland, but the place being marfhy, and co- 
vered with brambles, the Spaniards were affault-) 
ed by a number of "Indians who lay in ambuth. 
However, Cortes drew up his men, and, not-' 
withitanding the prodigious fury of this attack, 
ranged his foldiers in order of battle in fight of 
the enemy, whofe numbers continually in- 
creafed. He ordered Alonz0 Davila to advance 
with 100 foldiers through the woods, and 
take pofletlion of the town of Tabafco, which 
was not far from the place of action. Cortes 
then attacked that vaft multitude, and notwith- 
fianding his being obliged to fight up to his 
knees in mud, he put the Judians to flight, 
when inftantly difcovering the march of Davila, 
they ran to detend the town. 

Cortes followed them to Yabafco, which he 
reached before the detachment he had fent thi- 
ther, and found it fortified with a wall formed 
of large trunks of trees fixed in the ground like 
palifadoes, with fpaces beiween for the conve- 
nience of fhooting arrows. It was of a circular 

compafs, and at the clofing of the circle the 

extremity of one line covered the other, form- 
ing a narrow winding ftreet, in which were 
two or three wooden cattles which filled up tke 
paffage, and were built for placing centinels. 
This was then a fufficient fortification againit 
the inhabitants of the new world, who were 
happily ignorant of the arts of war, and the 
methods of deftruction practiied by polite na- 
OHS. 


Cortes 
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Cortes being joined by Davila, whofe march 
had been obftruéted by lakes and marfhes, yave 
proper inftruétions for breaking down the pa- 
lifadoes, and inftantly gave the fignal to begin 
the attack, crying, My friends, here wwe mtu/? lodze 
to-night. ‘The foldiers proceeded with great 
efolution, and turning afide a fhower of arrows 
with their thields, advanced to the fortific on, 
gmand difcharging their fire-arms and cro:s-bows 
wethrough the openings, foon drove the enemy 
Waeirom their pofts, and then breaking down a part 
Jot the palifadoes entered without difficuity. 
Mmlhe /ndians however made head againtt the 
Spaniards in the ttreets, but were embarraffed by 
their own numbers, ‘and being driven from 
thence made another vigorous effort in a wide 
ipace in the centre of the town; but being a- 
sain repulfed, fled in great diforder to the 
woods, whither Cortes would not allow his men 
to purfue them. 

The Jndiaus had removed their families and 
a effects, and provided for their fupport by laying 
\wain a great {tock of provilions. Fourteen or 
WHfitteen of the Spaniards were wounded, but the 
Wapols of the Judians was very confiderable. ‘The 
S@troops lodged that night in the town, in which 
<4 acentinels were potted with as much care and ex- 
aeeectnefs as if an army had been in view ; but 
sgthe next day the country appeared deferted, 
v/@fand there was not an enemy to be feen. Cortes 
oly however fufpected this ftillnefs, and his appre- 
Bhenfions increafed, by his being informed that 
Welchior his interpreter, one of the Zudians taken 
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by Cordova, had deferted that very night, leay 
ing his cloaths hanging on a tree. 

Cortes now fent Pedro de Alverado and Fran 
cifco de Lugro with 100 men each by differen 


ways, to view the country, with orders to retir 
in cafe they found an army in the field ;_ but the 


latter, after‘a little more than an hour’s marc 
fell into an ambufcade, and was fo furioutly at 
tacked on/all fides, that he was obliged to dray 
up his little battalion into a fquare, and 
number of the enemy increafing, his detach 
ment would certainly have been overpowerec 
had not dl/verado, who had been obliged to turt 


out of his way by meeting a marfh, heard the 


report of the fire-arms, and hafted to his relie 

after his having firft detached an Judian of Cuba 
to Cortes, to inform him of this event. A/verad 
attacked the /ndiamswhen Lugowas inthe greatel 
diftrefs, his men being quite {pent with fatigue 
and made his attack with fuch refolution, th 
the /ndiazs fled in the utmoft confternation : b 

foon after recovering from their furprife, the 
endeavoured to prevent the retreat of the tw 
captains, who being joined, and having time tt 
take breath, cut their way through a vaft mul 


titude of the inhabitants, which refembled th 


rolling of the fea, when the waves are drivel 
back by the wind. At length Cortes appeared 
a diftance, and being obferved by the Zndiaas 
they difperfed, leaving the Spaniards in the pot 
feffion of the field, eleven of whom were wound 
ed, of which number only two died. 

Some prifoners being taken on this occafion 
Cortes caufed them to be examined feparately 
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Ferom de Aguilar, when they agreed in de- 
ing that all the Caciques in the neighbour- 
countries were marching to the afliftance of 
inhabitants of Jaba/co, and that the next 
‘a powerful army was to be affembled in order 
deftroy the Spaniards atonce. Upon thisin- 
igence Cortcs called a council, communicated 
uis captains what he had learned, and defired 
ir advice ; reprefenting the weaknefs of their 
ed enemies, the ill confequences that would 
end their turning their backs upon them, 
1 that this would be fuch a difgrace, as would 
vent all their future conquefts. Upon which 
Officers unanimoutly agreed, that it was ab- 
itely neceflary not to leave the country, till _ 
y had reduced the inhabitants. 
Cortes now proceeded to make the neceffa 
0fitions for a decifive battle: he ordered the 
unded to be carried on board; the horfes to 
landed ; the artillery to be in readinefs, and 
ry thingin order by the next morning. At 
-break he gave the command of the infantry 
Di:go de Ordaz, when he and the other com- 
nders mounted on horfeback, and kept pace 
h the artillery, which moved very ilowly, 
m the grounds being boggy, till arriving at 
jlace called Ciuzhla, about the diftance of a 
gue from their quarters, they obferved the 
ian army appear at a diftance, and in fuch 
ibers, as to cover the country as far as the 
could reach. 
tis here proper to defcribe the Zudian man- 
of marching and coming to an engagement, 
éas the art of war 1s nearly the fame in all 
nations of Nez Spain, this will be fufficient 
to 
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to give the reader fome idea of their appearang ” 

through the whcle of this conqueit. The hey wet 
principal weapons were bows and arrows, th onleque 
firings of the bows being made of the finews@™m 2°" ® 
beaits, or thongs of deer {kins twifted, and thei such 
arrows were pointed with fith bones. Thee es 

had a kind of javelins, which they jometi pretare 
threw, and fometimes managed like a pike helter : 
They had alfo lon g two-handed wooden fivordim "? “" 
edged with fharp flints ; fome of the ftronge™’ eatelt 

had clubs pointed with flints, and there wéwm. le to 

flingers who threw itones with great force an ally, an 
dexterity. Their defenfive arms, which we When 
worn by none but commanders and pertons¢ a dite 
diftinction, confifted of coats of quilted cottor OWS, al 
breaft-plates, and fhields of wood and tortoif uch fury 
fhell adorned with plates and metal, There and croft 
of the people were naked, only their heads wei ’ oy obl 
encircled with plumes ‘al feathers to mak 3 a ti 
them appear taller than they really were, a OY ed t 
all of them had their faces and bodies paint “sagt Kr 
of various colours in order to ftrike terror infg, > "° {c 
theirenemies. Their warlike inftruments we - aebesray 
pipes made of large canes, fea-fhells, and dri ve wg 


made of the bark of a tree holloy wed, whl 
being beaten with a ftick atforded a very d 
agreeable found. They made their attacks wil 


heir be ( 
> 
uthin of 


| 
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terrible outcries, with which they thought! a dee} k 
er | : 
intimidate their enemies. ‘Their battalio a M 
: ae ; : . and terri! 
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there was occafion, and the’ they were divid ‘i ator 
into companies commanded by their refpett he a at 
officers, thofe officers could fearcely gov 
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ey were animated either by rage or fear, and 
mfequently were equally eager to charge and 
) Tun away. 

Such was the army, or rather inundation of 
dians, Which now powered down upon the 
waiards, Cortes potted his men under the 
elter of a rifing ground that covered the 
ar, and having placed this artillery to the 
reateit advantage, advanced with his fifteen 
orfe to a wood, trom whence he intended to 
lly, and flank ‘the enemy. 

When the /adians had marched within a pro- 
sr diftance, they difcharged a fhower of ar- 
ws, and then fell upon the Spaniards with 
ich fury and precipitation, that their fire-arms 
id crofs-bows being unable to {top them, they 
ere obliged to have recourfe to their {words, 
idas the enemy preffed on, the artillery de- 
royed them by whole companies. But the 
udians fought with fuch bravery, that the ball 
as no fooner paffed than they clofed again, 
rowning the groans of the wounded by their 
utcries. Diezo de Crvazx acted with great 
urage: but his troops could fearcely ftand 
lelr ‘ground, when Cortes with his 15 horfe 
uhine ¢ fuddenly from the wood, broke through 
e thicket of the enemy, W hom he trampled 
nder his horfes feet, while they being amazed 
nd terrified at the fight of thofe unknown ani- 
ails, threw down their arms and fled with pre- 
pitation. Diezo de Ordax being toon fenfible 
vat the relief he expected was, arr ived, from 
1¢ weak refiftance of the enemy’s van, which 
ow began to turn their backs, ‘advanced with 
Is inf: NETS’, and charged thofe who had been 


Vo1..: UI. | > juit 


18 The Conquest of MEXICO, 


juft ready to overwhelm him with fuch refolu- 
tion, that he obliged them to give way, till he 
came to the place where Cortes and his:captains 
had difperfed the enemy, who retreated, making 
arunning fight, till the Ssan/ards purfuing then, 
they fled in the utmoitt contfufion, leaving above 
Soo dead upon thef{pot; the Spaniards had two 
men killed, and threefcore and ten wounded. 
The next day Cortes ordered two or three o 
the Indian officers, who were prifoners, to be 
brought before him, and perceiving that thei 
countenances had all the marks of terror, gave 
them a courteous reception, and then fet them 
at liberty, giving them fome trifling prefents, 
and telling them, he knew how to conquer ant 
to forgive. This inftance of his moderation 
had fuch an effect, that in a few hours feveral 
of the natives came loaded with Zx/ian corn 
fowls, and other provifions, as a prefent from 
the principal Cacique of Tabafco, who by thet 
erfons made propofals of peace; but Ferom a 
Aguilar obterving that thefe were mean people 
Cortes, though very defirous of peace, refufet 
to admit their propofals, and fent them baci 
without feeing them, ordering them by his in 
terpretor, to acquaint their Cacique, that if h 
defired his friendfhip, he muft fend perfonso 
greater diftinétion to folicit it. ‘The Caciqut 
being immediately fenfible of his error, th 
next day fent 30 of his principal men adorne 
with plumes and jewels, and followed by 
train of Indians, who carried another prefent ¢ 
the fame kind to the Span:/h general. 
Cortes being attended by his officers, with 
very fevere and ftern look, gave audince | tl 
the 
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thefe Ambaffadors, who approaching him with 

reat {ubmiflion, : perfumed him with incente, 
compoted of fweet fcented gums, made an apo- 
logy for the war, and concluded with earneft 
intreaties fora peace. The General replied by 
obferving that he had juft caufe to be diipleated | 
with them: but granting their reque{t, made 
them a prefent of a few baubles. At which they 
departed, highly fatisfied with the fuccefs of their 
negociation, 

Cortes was afterwards vifited by the Cacique 
in perfon, attended by all his officers, who 
brought with them a prefent of cotton cloths, 

lumes of various colours, and fome pieces of 
gold of admirable workmanfhip. The General 
Joaded him with careffes, and the vifit paffed in 
‘protettations of a reciprocal and fincere friend- 
hip. The Judians of diftinétion who were in 
his retinue were treated by the Spani/b Captains, 
and nothing appeared but figns of joy and 
‘peace. At taking leave, the Cacique appoint- 
ed another day for an interview, and to fhew 
his confidence in the General, ordered his fub- 
jects to return with their families to Tabafco, 
and to affift. the Spaniards to the utmoft of their 
power. The next day the Cacique returned, 
with a prefent of 20 Zxd/an women, who were 
fkilled in making bread of Jnd/an corn, and 
-dreffing other provifions. This bread was made 
by grinding the corn between two itones, till it 
was reduced to flour, when it was made into a 
paite without leaven, and being moulded, was 
{pread upon a fort of earthen plates, on which 
it was baked over the fire. Among thefe wo- 
men was one of uncommon beauty, who was 
C 2 afterwards 
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afterwards baptized by the name of Marinalldoubk 
and became Cortes’s miitrefs. Pilpat 
The pilots now hattened the departure of theif{neral « 
fleet, and alnz Sunday drawing nigh, Cortdlwhat i 
appointed that day for their embarking. The Cortes 
spent ds accordin gly fet iail tor Mexico, coatt-Mltreatin 
ing along to the weitward, till they arrived atfithem, 
the port now called St. Fuau de Ulua, whereliters o: 
they had no fooner come toan anchor, betweenfithe wh 
the ifiand and the main land, than two largelimeet t 
canoes, called piraguas, came with Jvdians from 
the hesgnpourih g coait, and on their drawing siie3 
near began toipe:.| ‘kina lan cuagew hich dz ilar 
did not - uncerftand ; a circumitance that very 
much chagrined Cortes, from his apprehending 


that the want of an interpreterwould be a great oa 
abitacle to the fuccefs of his enterprize; but firg : 
Marina gueffiing his concern by his Gots, told - Toes 
Aguilar in the Yucatax tongue, that the people 7 


{poke the Afewvican languege, and defired au- 


nor of that province. Certs, being rejoiced at 
finding that fhe underftood their meaning, le- 
fired them to come on board, and deliver their 
metfage. This woman was the daughter of a 
Cacique of one of the provinces fubject to the 
Emperor of Mexico, but in her youth had been#Muficier 
carried to a Mewicax garrifon, on the confines ofthe exc 
Yucatan; afterw hich, by forme misfortune fheffii.g a 
became a flave to the Cacique of Tahafca, whofittance 
made a prefent of her to Cort:s. As this womanffple alfo 
was not yet acquainted with the language offfotton 
Spain, fhe interpreted to Aguilar in the 1 ucatan he offi 
tongue, what the Mexi a faid, and he im-[EX.Qtercor 
parted it to Cortes in the C Caftillian By iN pon h. 
doubie 
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double interpretation the General learned that 
Pilpatoe, Governor, and Teutile, Captain- ge- 
neral of that province, had fent to know with 
what intention he came upon their coaft; when 
Cortes prefenting them with a few baubles, and 
treating them with fome Spanifb wine, told 
them, .that he came as a friend to treat of mat- 
ters of great importance to their Prince, and 
he whole empire, for which purpofe he would 
meet the two Governors, | 


CHAP. HL. 


ortes gives Audience to trvo Mexican Offers. 
Sends a prefent to Motezuma, and receives one 
from that Prince. The State of the Mexican 
Empire, and the Apprebeafons of Motezuma, 
avho fends a fecond prefent 10 Cortes, with ex- 
prefs Orders to leave the Coaf. Cortes art- 
Sully puts a Stop to the Murmurs of the People. 


N Good Friday the Spaniards landed, and 
having got their horfes and artillery’on 
thore, Cortes directed the foldiers to cnt fafcines, 
n order to intrench themfelves, and to build a 
lufficient number of huts to fhelter them. from 
the excéflive heat of the fun, when Teurile fend- 
l.g a great number of the natives to their af- 
iiftanee, this work was foon finifhed. The Feo- 
ple alfo brought plenty of provifions, and fome 
otton cloth to cover the buildings erected for 
he officers: but notwithftanding this friendly 
intercourfe with the natives, Corts kept himfelf 
mpon his guard, and planted his artillery in fuch 
C 3 a man- 
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a manner as to command the country. O 


attended by a very great retinue; he receive 
them with extraordinary ftate, furrounded b 
his officers and foldiers. ‘The firft compli 
ments being paffled, and it being the hour ¢ 
divine fervice, he conducted them to a larg 
hut, and ordered Agular and Marina to te 
them, that before he acquainted them with th 


defign of his voyage, he ought to comply witgm The 
the duties of his religion, and to recommend tag nets, e 
the God of all other gods the fuccefs of his prog his qu 
pofal. After fervice was over, Cortes returne@™ aniwel 
to his quarters, where the two Generals werg™ they w 
entertained at dinner, in as fplendid a manneg™ lary fc 
as poilible, and that being ended, he calle Du 
his interpreters, and with a determined air tolg™ ters, — 
them, that he came to treat with the Emperogi bufily 
Morezuma, on the part of Don Carlos of Aufiri the fh 
monarch of the Eaft, on affairs of great imporg™ and e\ 
tance, both with refpect to himfelf and all hig which 
fubjects ; for this reafon it was neceflary for hig that w 
to appear before his royal prefence, to whic drawii 
he hoped to be admitted, with all the refpef™ detign 
due to the greatnefs of the King his matter. JJ Of wh 

Cortes’s, gueits appeared alarmed at this de deicril 
claration, and before they returned an anfwel placed 
ordered their attendants to bring in the prefen§ plain | 
they had brought with them. Upon which 2 Cor 
or 30 per fons entered loaded with provifions™ Were « 
fine cloth, feathers of various colours, and @ fervins 
large box, in which were feveral pieces of gold prets t 
curioutly wrought. Then, turning to Corte to arm 
Textile defired him to accept that {mall prefem§ ed the 


from two of Moiezuinza’s flaves, who had of 


def 
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ders to entertain fuch ftrangers as landed upon 
his coaft: but begged he would not think of 
profecuting his defign, it being no eafy matter 
tofpeak with their Prince. To this Cortes replied, 

with fome warmth, that Kings never refuted to 
hear the ambaffadors of other Princes, and that 
their bufinefs was to acquaint Motezuma with 
his arrival, and that he was refolved to fee him 
before he left the country. 

The /udian Generals, confounded at this bold- 
nefs, earneftly intreated Cortes not to move from 
his quarters, till they had received Motezuma’s 
an{wer, afuring him, . that in the mean time, 
they would fupply him with every thing necef- 
fary for the fupport of his foldiers. 

During this conference, fome Mexican pain- 
ters, w ho came in the General’s train, were 
bufily employed in drawing upon cotton cloths, 
the fhips, foldiers, arms, artillery, horfes. 
and every thing elfe that ‘appeared remarkable, 
which they introduced into different landtkips 
that were no way contemptible, either for the 
drawing or colouring. Thefe pictures were 
defigned by Trurile to give Motezuma tome idea 
of what appeared too extraordinary to be fully 
deicribed by words; but here and there were 
placed fome characters, which feemed to ex- 

plain the picture. 
Cortes being informed of what thefe painters 
were doing, went out to fee them, when ob- 
ferving that thefe ficures wanted action to ex- 
prefs the valour of his tr oops, he ordered them 
—toarms, drew them up ina oat and command- 
ed the artillery to be made ready ;_ then telling 
Teutile 
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Zeutile and Pilpatoe, that he would entertai 

them after the manner of his country; he 
mounted his horfe, with his Captains who 
marched two and two, to the amazement ¢f 
the /ydians, who feeing fuch ftately animals io 
obedient to their riders, imagined that thete 
was fomethingfupernatural in thofe who could 
managethem with tucheate and dexterity Cori 
then divided his troops into two bodies, gavea 
mock fight, and at a fignal given they difehar- 
ged their mufkets, and {oon afterthe artillery; 


swhen the confufion and aftonifhment of thee 


people were fo great, that fome fell down 
upon the ground, others began to fly, and 
thole who had mott prefence of mind were 
fixed to the fpot, with terror and admiration, 


Cortes now endeavoured to diflipate their ap- 


prehenfions by affuring them, that thefe were 
only military diverfions. ‘The Panters imme- 


diately began to reprefent the Spazzards armed 


and drawn up in ranks; the horfes in the at- 
titude of their exercifes, and the artillery with 
fire and fmoke. Mean while Cores returned 
to his houfe with the two Generals, and after 
having made them a prefent, prepared one 
for Motezuma, confifting of feveral polifhed 
looking-glaffes, a holland fhirt, a cap of crim- 
fon velvet, adorned with a gold medal, anda 
tapeftry chair. | 
Teutile and Pilpatoe, at length feeming much 
pleated with their entertainment, took their 
leave; but retiring only to a {mall diftance, 
held a confultation, in which it was agreed, 
that the latter fhould remain on that {pot to 
obierve 
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bferve the motions of the Spaniards. Pilpatoe’s 
attendants immediately began to build houtes, 
and a confiderable village was formed in a few 
hours; but left Cortes fhould be offended at this 
ftep, he fent to inform hum, that he ilaid there 
n order to be at hand to provide for his en- 
tertainment, and to fupply his troops with 
provifions. Tho’ Cortes guetfed his real inten- 
ion, he took no notice of his fufpicions, and 
-iipatoe continued to fupply him with provi- 
ions in great plenty. Mean while, Yeztzle dif- 
patched meflengers to Motezdma, with an ac- 
‘ount of what had happened, with the pictures 
rawn by his order, and Cortes’s preient. 
Motezuma was provided with a great num- 
ber of couriers chofen from the fwifteft of the 
indians, who were diftributed along all the 
srincipal roads of the kingdom, and rewards 
vere paid out of the public treafury to thole 
Who firft arrived at the appointed place. hete 
ourlers were relievedat every town, which oc- 
ationed all difpatches to be carried with fur- 
orifing expedition, andan anfwer was returned 
from Mexico within feven days, tho’ the dil- 
ance from that city to Juan de Ulva amounts 
060 leagues. JMotezuma’s meflage to Cortes 
Was Drought by Teurile with that Prince’s pre-e 
ent, which was carried by 100 Jadians, and 


onfiited of very fine cotton robes and many 


‘uriofities formed of feathers, where the beau- 
iful variety of the colours was fo mix’d and 
ipofed, by the {kill of the artift, that with- 
ut making ufe of artificial colours, or of the 
Pencil, they formed curious pictures, and a 
very 
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very fine imitation of natural objects. The 
alfo brought a great number of bows, arrows 
and targets made of the fineft wood; two larg 


circular plates, the one of gold reprefentin 
the fun ; andthe other of filver withthe figur 
of the moon; and a confiderable quantity of 
precious ftones, pieces of gold, gold collars 
rings, pendants, and other ornaments of the 
{fame metal, in the fhape of birds and beafts 
fo curioutly wrought, that the workmanthy 
feemmed to exceed the value of the met 
Thefe feveral articles being placed in order 
upon mats made of palm-tree leaves, Teutil 
turned to Cortes and told him, by the inter 
preters, that the great Emperor Motezuma ha 
fent hint thefe things in return for his prefent 
and to fhew him how much he valued th 
friendfhip of the King his Sovereign ; but i 
was neither convenient nor poifible at tha 
time to admit him to his court. Cortes re 
turned thanks for the prefent, and anfwere 
that it was far from his defign to be wanting 
in obedience to Morezuma, but that he coul 
not difhonour a King that was refpected a 
mongft the greateft Princes in the world, b 
returning without fulfilling his orders. 
Cortesnow directed Francifco de Montejo, one o 
his captains, to cruife with two veffels along tht 
coaft, to take a view of the towns without land 
ing, and to fearch for fome harbour where th 
{hips might be better fhelter’d from the wind 
Motexuma was at firft incenfed at Cortes’s per 
feverance in his demand, and, in the firft tran! 


ports of his refentment, propofed inftantly t 
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eftroy thofe infolent ftrangers who prefumed 
difpute his will; but his rage no fooner fub- 
ded, than it was fucceeded by forrow and 
onfternation. He held private councils with 
is minifters, public facrifices were offered in 
e temples, and fuch marks of difturbance 
nd contufion were vifible in his whole beha- 
jour, that the people began to talk without 
eferve, of fome figns and prefages that were 
ippofed to be indications of the approaching 
uin of the Empire. 

The Empire of Mexrco was then in its great- 
ft glory, having under its dominion a prodi- 
ous extent of country, governed either by 
lotezuma in perfon, or by many petty Kings or 
aciques, who were his tributaries. It extend- 
din length about 1500 miles, in fome places 

was 600 broad, and it was in general a po- 
bulous, plentiful and rich country. This Em- 
ire from a very {mall beginning had rifen to - 
uch an height ofpower and greatnefs in little 
ore than 130 years, during which time the 
Mexicans fubdued all the neighbouring ftates. 
lhey were at firft governed by a military chief; 
hut in the progrefs of their conquefts they 
hofe a King, and gave the fupreme dominion 
ohim who had the greateift reputation for va- 
our, without paying any other regard to here- 
itary fucceflion than that of preferring thofe 
bt the royal family, when they’ were not ex- 
elled by the merit of another competitor. 

The Emperor Motezuma, the fecond of the 
ame, and the eleventh Sovereign of A%exico, 
vas of the royal blood. In his youth he had 
dif: 
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diftinguifhed himfelf in war, and obtained the 
reputation of a brave general, which, togethe 
with his exerting the arts of popularity, had 
railed him to the throne by the unanimous 
voice of the people. He had reigned fourteen 
‘ears when Cortes arrived on his coatt, and is 
reprefented by the Spani/h writers, perhaps to 
palliate the cruelty of his conquerors, as one 
of the greateft tyrants recorded in hittory, 
Fuar Grijalva had landed in his dominion: 
the year before, and it is faid that about that 
tune there happened many prodigies which 
were fuppoled to prefage the ruin of his Em. 
pire; fuch as a dreadful comet appearing in 
the night, the lake of Mexico overflow’d it 
banks with great impetuofity,- tho’ the wea. 
ther was calm and dry, and the people even 
imagined, that they heard lamentable voices 
in the air, foretelling the diffolution of that 
Empire. Thefe figns and portents, fome o 
which were, perhaps, invented by the diffaf 
fected, made a very deep impreffion on th 
mind of Motexuma, and difturbed his counfel 
lors to fuch a degree that, when they receiv’ 
a fecond meffage from Cortes, they concluded 
that they were utterly ruined. Sdme howeve 
imagined that the portents were feut as wari: 
ings to prevent their dettruction, by putting 
them upon their guard: while others thought 
the Spaniards ought to be received with the 
re{pect due to creatures of an higher rank 
who had given the mott dreadful proofs of a 
amzing Courage and an invincible power, fup 
ported by the thuncer and light’ning of Hea 
ven. JAdotecuna attended to ther debstes, and 
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length refolved to fend another prefent to 
tes, with orders to teave the coaft, and in » 
fe of his refufal, to levy a powerful army, 
id to act againft him with all his forces. 

While Motezuma’s court was employed in 
efe deliberations, Franci/co de Montejo, whom 
ortes had fent to examine the coaft, returned 
om his cruife, having found at the diftance 
- fome leagues to the northward a town called 
uiabiflan, fituated in a fertile and well culti- 
ated foil, near a bay, where the fhips might 
ide at anchor in fafety, under the fhelter of 
yme high rocks. ‘This place was about twelve 
pagues diftant from Si. Fuan de Ulua, and Cortes 
ras beginning to think of removing thither, 
hen his refolution was fufpended by the arrival 
f Teutile with the principal captains of his 
oops, who came to him burning incenfe in lit- 
e perfuming pans, and, after the ceremony of 
migation, produced Motezuma’s fecond prefent, 
hich confifted of the fame particulars as thofe 
which the firft had been compofed, tho’ in 
{maller quantity, together with three green 
ones refembling emeralds to be prefented to 
le King of Spain, as jewels of ineftimable value. 
Miele were delivered with exprefs orders to 
tes and his followers to leave the country 
Bthout delay; but the Spaniards ftill infifting 
eat they would fee the Monarch in perfon, 
"Betile ftarted up with marks of anger and con- 
‘ hon, and told Cortes that hitherto Morezuma 
“Wd treated him as a gueft, and it would be his 
"mn fault if he was ufed as an enemy. He 
Pecn, without waiting for an anfwer, abruptly 
“Vox, IL. D de- 
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30 he Conoarvts7 of MEXICO, 
departed, and was followed by Pilpatoe and th 
reit of his attendants. | 

Cortes immediately ordered the guards to bk 
doubled, and the next day the Spaaiards had thy 
mortification to find that the Zzd:aas who inha 
bited P/isztoe’s cabins were retired ; that thoi 
who ufed to bring them provifions were gon 
and that there was not an Judian to be feen 
‘The apprehenfion of their wanting neceffare 
now raifed a {pirit of difcontent among the ta 
diers, which was fomented by fome of the: 
who were the friends to Velefjuez, who begant 
exclaim, that Cortes from meer ambition puriue 
a rath defign, without a force proportioned t 
the undertaking, which would infallibly end1 
his deitruction, as well as in that of his fol 
lowers, unlefs they returned to Cuéa to ref 
the fleet and reinforce the army. 

Cortes was well acquainted with thefe mu 
murs, but learning from his friends that th 
majority were on his fide, he appeared beio 
the maiecontents, wnen Dégo de Crdaz, in th 
name of the rett, remonftrated withiome warmti 
that as his forces were very unequal to the d 
fign of fubduing a mighty Empire, it was hi 
time to return to €wba, where they mightl 
reintorced in fuch a manner as would enab 
them to purtue this great deiign with fome pr 
babilaty of tuccels. 


Cortes, tho’ highly provoked at this advic 
whicu oppofed all his ambitious views, repli 
with great compofure,that thoie wno complaint 
muft be weary of that uninterrupted fucce 
which had exceeded their higheft hopes ;_ the 
duccefs at Cozume/, and their victory at 7 
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bs HERNANDO CORTES. — 31 
afco; but that he had no inclination to lay the 
aft reftraint upon his foldiers, and fince they 
ere unwilling to proceed, he would imme- 
liately prepare for their return toCzéa. He foon 
fier ave directions for returning to that ifland, 
nd ordered the captains to embark with their 
eipective companies, that they might be ready 
ofail the next morning: but this declaration 
‘as no fooner made public than his emiffaries, 
ecording to the directions they had received, 
began to exclaim with great warmth that Corves 
ad deceived them, by profeffing that he was 
efolved to make a fettlement in that country, 
hich notwithftanding their unexpected fucceis 
ewas on the point of deferting, and that if 
ile had a mind to abandon the enterprize, he 
night with fuch as were willing to follow him ; 
or they fhould foon find another gentleman who 
ould affume the command. This clamour was 
m artfully managed, that it brought over many 


(meme! thofe who had efpoufed the contrary party, 


nd they increafed to fuch a degree, that fome 
Mm: Cortes’s friends were obliged to interpofe, 
n order to put a ftop to the difturbance they 
hemfelves had raifed, They commended the 
@eiolution of thefe men, and offered to delire 
ortes to fufpend the execution of his order, 


yee ind, without giving them time to cool, went 
Zo rectly to their general, attended by many of 
egeee foldiers, in whofe prefence they told him 


na high train, that the troops were upon the 
boint of mutinying on account of the order he 
ad given for their reimbarkation, which they 
uppofed was contrary to the advice of their 
aptains, and unworthy of the courage of 

D 2 Spaniards, 
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Spaniards, who ought to be overcome by ndlird 
difficulties or dangers. Cortes concealed the joyfiy p 
he felt at the fuccefs of his expedient, andirib: 
cooly replied, that he had been mifinformed lok, 
that he would proceed with fuch as were wil4™Prin 
ling; but would conftrain nobody, ‘and therefore Ie 
would caufe a fhip to be provided for carryingijre 


back to Cuda thoife who wanted the courage toes 


follow him and his friends. This reply wasiiacj 
received with acclamations of joy, and had fuchiiim 
an effect, that thofe who were diffatisfied care (, 
fully concealed their difcontent. epe 


tbe he she ae ade ahh: ae tate ah ae te a che ade eH 
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Cortes makes a Settlement, to which he gives tht 
Name of VillaRica dela Vera Cruz: Marches 
to Quiabiflan, and in his way concludes an Al... 
liance with the Cacique of Zempoalla: He d, 
Seizes Motezuma’s Commiffarics ; forms a ftromg 
Confederacy of the Indian Caciyues; builds thi ¢ 
Town of Vera Cruz, and receives another Em, 6 
baffy from Motezuma. fom 


(; ORTES had no fooner put a ftop to thefhor 
diffention which had arifen among his peo be 

ple than he was vifited by five deputies from[§i/, 
the Cacique of Zempoalla, a neighbouring profhce 
vince in the road to the place where he inf yy, 
tended to remove his quarters, who came tof; 
offer him the friendfhip and alliance of theilfcy, 
mafter. They differed in their habit from th@§oid 
Mexican chiefs, though like them; they ha 
rings in their ears and lips, to which hung 
jewels. Cortes gave them a very civil reception 
orderec 


nd 
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rdered them to be well treated, and was great- 


oymmy pleafed at hearing that the Zempoallans, tho’ - 
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ributary to Motezuma, were diffatisfied with his 
oke, and reprefented him as a proud and cruel 
rince: whence he forefaw that he fhould be. 
ble to engage thefe people to facilitate his fu- - 
re fuccels. He therefore difmiffed the depu- 
es with prefents, and with orders to affure the 
acique of his triendfhip, and of his paying 
im avilit in his way to QOuiadzflaa. 
Cortes, in order to diveft himfelf of his uneafy 
ependance upon Vela/qguez, and to remove his 
ant of legal authority, laid, in concert with 
is friends, the plan of a corporation to be 
lablifhed in fome place on the continent, and 
veral perfons were chofen to fill the offices of 
vernment. Thefe immediately appointed a 
erk of the council, with other inferior officers, 
id, having taken the accuftomed oaths to act 
cording to the rules of juftice, and their duty 
God and the King, began to exercife their 
nctions. The next morning the council being 
embled, under the pretence of confulting the 
ignentation and preiervation of the fettlement 
be made, which was to have the name of 
la Rica de la Vera Cruz, Cortes defired admit- 
ce, to propofe an affair relating to the pub- 
welfare. ‘Lhe council rofe up to receive 
n, and he paying his refpects to the magif- 
ey, went and took his feat next to the firft 
gidore, and then laid open the reafons which 
dinduced him to difapprove the commiffion 
der which he had acted. He then threw upon 
t table what he had received from Dvego 
Wyuez; kifled the truncheon; delivered it 
D 3 into 
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into the hands of the Alcade, and then retired 
to his houfe, in the capacity of a private man 
The council according to a preconcerted agree 
ment unanimoufly admitted of his refignation 
and with the fame unanimity voted that he 
fhould be appointed general of the army, and 
that they would make out a new commiffion it 
the King’s name, to be in force till they could 
know his Majeity’s pleafure. Then the peopl 
being affembledby a public crier, were acquaint 
ed with Cortes’s refignation, and the refolutior 
of the council; at which they expreifed uncom 
mon joy, and immediately proceeded to Corte: 
houfe, with the Alcades and Regidores, wh 
informed him that the town of Villa Rica ha 
in the name of Doz Carlos King of Spain, ant 
with the confent and approbation of the inha 
bitants in full council, chofen and appointet 
him general of the army in New Spain; an 
in cafe it were neceffary, required and com 
manded him to take upon him that office for th 
public good, and his Majefty’s fervice. 

‘ortes accepted of this poft with great refpedig The 
and began to govern the troops with a kind @the 
authority that fecured the obedience of thmtire! 
foldiers. The friends of Vela/guex, howevem F 
could not difguife their vexation; but refentegj'tm 
this alteration in a very indifcreet manner; thegiint 
endeavoured to invalidate the authority of thgvict 
council; loudly inveighed again{t the ambitiog{ thre 
of Cortes; and began to raifea diffention thg ver 
feemed to threaten the ruin of the expeditiogl gion 
Upon this Cortes ordered Diego de Ordaz, Ped told 
Efcudero, and Fusn Velafjuez. de I.con to be fei em! 


ed, carried on board the fleet, and put in i 
* gi 
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his action {truck terror into the troops, and in 
order to improve it, he pofitively declared, that 
e would proceed againi{t them as feditious per- 
ons and difturbers of the peace, and make them 
yay for their obflinacy with the lofs of their 
heads. In this difpofition he continued feveral 
days, during which nobody was allowed to vi- 
it them: but afterwards their friends were ad- 
mmitted, and among the reft fome of his confi- 
dents, who found means to reduce them to rea- 
fon. He then fuffered himfelf to be pacified, 
and fo effectually conciliated their affections, 
that they afterwards ftood by him with unfhaken 
fidelity. 

Cortesnow prepared for his leaving this part of 
the country, and having ordered the fhips to faik 
for the bay of Quiabi:flan, refolved to march thi- 
ther by land. In a few hours he reached the ri- 
ver Of Zempoalla, which being very deep the 
troops croffed it in canoes, and other veilels be- 
longing to fome fiflrermen, which they found on 
the fhore, the horfes being obliged to fwim. 
The army foon after arrived at fome houfes in 
id the diftrict of Zempoalla, which they found in- 
 thtirely abandoned, and without either furniture 
evel Of provifions ; though the natives left in their 
nte™ temples feveral idols, with knives made of 
thé@flint, and fame miferable remains of human 
f tigvictims. Here they firftfaw the Mexican books, 
itiog three or four of which were in the temples, and 
tha vere fuppofed to contain the rites of their reli- 
itiom gion. Each was made of thin varnifhed cloth, 
Ped@itolded in leaves and made wp into volumes re- 
ig cmbling ours. : 
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journey. At night they ftaidin a {mall village, 
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The Spaniards having placed proper guard, 
took up their quarters in the beft houfes, and the 
next day continued their march ; but faw notone 
perfon during the whole morning, till entering 
fome very agreeable meadows they difcovered 
twelve Judians, who were coming in fearch of 
Cortes, with a prefent of fowls and bread from 
the Cacique of Zempoalla, who invited him to 
his town, where he had provided quarters fo 
his troops. Cortes difmiffed fix of the Lxdiaas, 
with thanks for the hofpitality of their Prince, 
and detained the reft as guides to the town, which 
they told him was at the diftance of a day’s 


where they were kindly entertained by the in- jR?° 
habitants. etl 

In the morning the troops marched towards #70" 
Zempoalla, following their guides, though with JP» 
all imaginable precaution, as Cortes fill doubted HP 
the fincerity of the Jvdians. Towards the fj! 
evening, they were met by 20 Judians, whocame Df J 
from the town to receive Cortes, with an apolo- Hf" 
gy from the Cacique, who was kept at home by rel 
a natural impediment. Zempoalla was a large 
civy that afforded a_ beautiful profpect ; ‘it Y. 
was fituated between two rivers ; the buildings a 
were of ftone, whitened on the outfide with a ith 
fort of fhining lime, which at a diftance had 
fuch a noble effect, that one of the fcouts re- 
turned in hatte to Cor tes, crying aloud that the 

walls were of filver. At their entering it, the 
{quares and ttreets were filled with amultitude of 
people drawn together by curiofity, and the Ca- 
cique himfelf appeared at the gate of his palace, 
{upported 
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pported by fome of his nobles, for he was fo 


xtremely fat, that he could not move without 
uch dithculty. A mantle of fine cotton, en- 
iched with jewels, was thrown over his naked 
ody, and he wore pendants in his ears and lips. 
)n his approaching to faluteCor+es, his unwieldy 
ppearance made it neceflary for that General to 
uit a {top to the laughter of his foldiers: he 
eceived Cortes in his arms, and welcomed both 
im and the reft of the captains in fuch fenfible 
xpreflions as created refpect, and having defired 
ortes to repofe himfelf after his journey, told 
um that he would vifit him at his lodgings, 
vhere they would converfe more at leifure 
bout their mutual interefts. The troops then 
etiredtothe quarters provided forthem in {quare 
ourts, furnifhed with a number of apartments, 
where they were plentifully accommodated with 
rovifions and other neceflaries. e 

The Cacique foon afterfent a prefent toCor?es 
Mf jewels, gold, and other curiofities, to the va- 
ue of about 2000 pezoes, and followed this 
relent in perfon, carried in a chair on the 
oulders of the chief of his family, and attended 
by a f{plendid retinue. Cortes went out to re- 
eve him, and retiring to a private apartment 
ith him and the intrepreters, expatiated upon 
he grandeur of the King of Spain, and the er- 
ors of idolatry; telling him that the defign 
M his coming with his valiant troops, was to 
tdrefs wrongs, to punifh violence, and to vin- 
licate the caufe of reafon and juftice. He art- 
uly touched on this fubject, in order to draw 
Im to complain of Motezuma, that he might 
difcover 
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difcover what advantages he might expect mmey: 
reap from his refentment againft that Princem™* 
and indeed, the words were nofooner pronounced 
than he began to utter his complaints, and to 
obierve that the neighbouring Caciques groaned 
under the tyranny of Morezuma, who oppreffed 
his tributories, andcaufedhimfelf tobe adored ly 
his fubyects, as if he had been one of their Gods 
and concluded with obferving, that he did not 
with toengage Cortes in a quarrel with fuch 3 
potent Emperor, whofe power was irrefiftable, 
Cortes immediately reply’d, that while he had 
juftice on his fide he fhould pay but little regard 
to Motezuma’s power: but that he was on his 
march to Quiabiflan, where the injured and op- 
prefled fhould find him ready to redrefs their 
wrongs, and that in the mean time he might at: 
{ure his friends and confederates, that he would 
willingly undertake their defence. In fhort, hav: 
ing continued the converfation for fome time, 
the Cacique took his leave highly fatisfied, while 
Cortes was equally pleafed at the profpect of 
ftrengthening his intereft by fuch a powerful al- 
liance. 

When the troops were ready to march, they 
found 400 Jzdians provided to carry their bagi 
gage and provifions, and tohelp to conduct the 
artillery. Thefe carriers were called Tamenes, 
and were able to travel five or fix leagues in ¢ 
day, with three-quarters of a hundred weight 
on their backs. ‘The country they now entered 
was fertile and pleafant, a part of it was lai 
out in corn fields, and the reft covered wit 
trees. They flaid all night at a little village 

theymm 
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ey found deferted, and the next morning ar- 
‘ed at Quiabiflan, a town firongly fituated up- 
»arock with the avenues to it narrow and 
rep. But though this place was naturally 
ong they entered it without oppofition, nor 
d they perceive any perfon till, coming to a 
ware in which the /vd‘az Temples were placed, 
rteen or fifteen of the natives handfomely 
lorned with feathers came out to meet them. 
h aagertes encouraged them by his aifability, and 
ave them fome glafs beads, when recovering 
er {pirits, they informed him that their Ca- 
cue had retired in order to avoid a war, as he 
ither-chofe to deny them admittance, nor to 
ut his perion among armed troops that were 
hermeirely unknown to him, and that the inhabi- 
+ ataents could not be prevented from following his 
uld ampie 5 but that as foon as they fhould be fen- 
ple of the goodnets of iuch gueits, they would 
megern to their houtes, and efteem 1t their happi- 
hills to ferve and obey them. Cortes gave them 
. ote ftrongeft affurances of his friendfhip, and 
hile they were gone with the news, gave itrict 
rders tothefoldiers, to behavewith great civility 
) thefe Indians, who foon fhewed the confidence 
ey placed in the Spaniards ; for fome familes 
turned that very night, and m a little timethe 
wn was filled with its inhabitants. 

n a Some time after the Cacique himfelf returned, 
ight d was introduced by the Cacique of Zempoalla, 
erect) ot whom were carried on men’s fhoulders, 
nd the latter made a handfome excufe for his 
ind, The converfation turned upon the ty- 


wit 
lage of Motezuma, whom they reprefented as 
they Beutier, who not only impoverifhed them by 
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the tribute hedemanded, but robbed them 

their wives and daughters, with whofe blood| 

{tained the altars of his Gods, after having fac 

ficed their honour to more fhameful purpofes, 
In the midit of their difcourfe they were j 


-.terrupted by the entrance of two or three! 


dians, who feemed ina great fright, andwhifpy 
ing the Caciques, put them in fuch confutioj 
that they changed colour, and hatftily retire 
The caufe of this diforder was inftantly know 
for fix Commiffaries from Motezuma were fe 
pafling before the quarters of the Spaniard 
richly adorned with feathers and pendants ¢ 
gold, and attended by a number of _ inferi 
officers and fervants, who cooled them with fa 
made of feathers. Cortes went to the gate t 
fee them, when they pafled by without payin 
him the leatft refpect, and with fuch a contem 
tuous look, that the foldiers would have imme 
diatcly chaftifed them, had they not been r 
{trained by their General, who contented him 
felf withfending Marina with a fufficient guar 
to know the caufe of their coming. By thi 
means he underftood that the commiffaries, afte 
having featedthemfelves in the Town-houfe, fum 
moned the Caciques toappear before them, ant 
having fharply reprimanded them for prefuming 
to entertain the Emperor’s enemies, demanded 
over and above the ordinary tribute, twenty J: 
diaus to be facrificed to their Gods, as an atone 
ment for their crime. Cortes no fooner receivel 
this intelligence, than he ordered fome foldier 
to bring the Caciques without noife, ahd telling 
them, that he knew the inhuman purpofe of the 
Commiffaries, which he would not fuffer them 
{0 
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» obey, he defired them to affemble their peo- 
e, to feize the Mexicans, and to leave the rett 
» this conduct. 
The Caciques at firft refufed to comply with 
nis bold command, till Cortes repeating his 
der in a peremptory manner, they went and 
ecuted it; and having feized AMotezuma’s mi- 
fters, put them in a kind of pillory in 
leir priions, to the great fatisfaction of the 
people, who demanded that they fhould either 
e the death of traitors, or be initantly fa- 
ificed to their Gods. Cortes however refufed 
grant this requeit, and having fecured them 
ya guard of Spani/h foldiers, retired to his 
arters, in order to contrive fome method of 
tricating himfelf from the difficulty in which 
2 was involved. He was unwilling to come to 
open rupture with MJozezuma, and yet thought 
neceflary to fupport the party he had already 
rmed again{t that Prince, in order to have 
ir afliftance, in cafe he fhould happen to want 
In confequence of thefe reflections, he, at 
dnight, fent privately for two of the prifoners, 
hom he treated in a very obliging manner, 
il them they were at liberty, and as he had 
tored their freedom, they might affure their 
Ince at he would “{peedily endeavour to re- 
aie the reft of their companions, and to make 
eC: xciques fenfible of their fault. The Mex- 
wsheard this declaration with equal joy and 
onhment, but durft not fet out on their jour- 
y, tor fear of being killed or taken by the way; 
eS pc wile foldiers were therefore orderedto con- 
itt them to the bay, and one of the fhip’s boats 
ted them beyond the diitrict of Zempoalla. 
Foi; i; E. The 
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The next morning the Caciques came t 
Cortes, and exprefling great concern at t 
efcape of the prifoners, he received the ney 
with the appearance of much furprize a 
vexation ; but propoied, in order to preve 
any accident of the like kind for the futur 
to take care of the reft himfelf, and imm 
diately ordered them to be carried on board th 
fleet, giving private directions for their beiy 
clVv illy entertained. Thus without lofing f 
confidence of the Caciques, he conterred an 
ligation upon Motezuma, the greatnefs of wha 
power made him unwilling to provoke his x 
fentment. 

The moderation with which the Spaxiard; 
haved towards their allies, was quickly mat 
known to the neighbouring diftri¢ts, and in 
few days, Cortes was vifited by above thirty Ci 
ciques of the mountains within fight of Qui 
biflan, where were numerous fettlements of 
rude people called 7 otonagues, who were remat 
able tor their ftrength, activity, and courage 
thefe fwore to be faithful to the King of Spa 
and offered to affift Cortes againft Motex uma, wi 
an incredible number of armed Jzdian-. 

Cortes now refolved to fettle the corporati 
of Villa Rica de la Cruz, which had hither! 
moved with the army; for which purpofe 
pitched upon a plain between Duiaiflan andt 
fea, where the foil was extremely fertile, wé 
watered with rivers, and abounded with tre 
that were commodioufly fituated for the cuttit 
of timber for building. They began with lay! 


the foundation of a church, and the Spaniar 
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eing affifted by their Indian friends, both that 
nd the houfes were foon erected; for the officers, 
nd even Cortes himfelf, fet an example to the 
eft, by performing the moft dificult work ; by 
hich means the town was foon compleated, 
nd encompaffed witha mud wall, fufficient to 
efend it againft all the methods of attack ufed by 
e Indians. 

In the mean time Mctexuma being informed, 
hat the Cacique of Zempoalla, whoie fidelity 
as fufpected, had admitted the iftrangers into 
is town, refolved not only to chattife this re- 
ellious tributary, but to march in perfon againtt 
he Spaniards, whom, we are told, he deftined as 
facrifice to his Gods. But his preparations for 
his enterprize were fufpended by the arrival of 
he two Judians who had been _releafed by ‘Corzes. 
hefe gave an account of their imprifonment ; 
f.their owing their liberty to the Captain of 
he ftrangers ; of his courteous treatment, and 
he meffage he had ordered them to deliver ; 
pon which: Motezuma’s anger was mitigated, 
nd he refolved to have again recourfe to a nego- 
lation, in order to endeavour to divert Cortes 
om his defign. : 

The Mexican Ambaffadors arrived juft as the 
ew fettlement and fortrefs of Vera Cruz was 
ompleated. The:e were two young men who 
ere the Emperor’s nephews, attended by four 
ncient Caciques, who were to ferve as Coun- 
lors. They had a fplendid retinue, and the 
relent, which eoniiited of gold, feathers and 
btton, was valued by the Sjawards at 2000 
neces of eight. They told Cortes that the Em- 
kror had determined to chaftife the Cacique’, 
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till the account he had received of his behavio 
had induced him to fufpend his vengeance ; th 
he however hoped hewould foon quit that county, 
fince the obftacles which oppofed his coming t 
court, were in their own nature infurmountabk, 
Cortes, according to his ufual cuftom, receive 
the prefents made him by the Emperor, wit 
great refpect, and ordering the four imprifone 
officers to be brought afhore, delivered them t 
the ambaffadors ; obferving, that he was high! 
pleafed at having fuch an opportunity of ther 
ing his regard totheemperor. That he thought 
the infolence of the Caciques in fome meatur 
excufable, from the extravagant behaviour 
the officers themfelves, who, not {fatisfied wit 
the ufual tribute, had the inhumanity to deman 
twenty Jndians for their facrifices. That k 
thought himfelf obliged to the Caciques for a 
mitting and entertaining him in their territories 
and therefore could not help interceding wit 
Motezuma in their behalf ; efpecially as they, te 
gether with the Caciques of the mountains, wen 
now ina paculiar manner under his protection 
that he would communicate the particulars 0 
his embaffy when he fhould appear in the Em 
peror’s prefence, and that no impediments 0 
danger fhould prevent his receiving that favo 
With this refolute anfwer, and fome prefents t 
the Ambaffadors, and others for Motezuma, It 
difmiffedthem, greatly diffatisfied at his obft 
nacy : while this circumftance heightened the a 
miration of the Jndians, who were aftonifhed a 
fecing the haughty Matezumafollicit his friendly, 
with fuch prefents. 


CHAI! 


ty HERNANDO CORTES. 4¢ 


CHA Pe Vi 


ortes zs prevailed upon by falfe Pretences to en- 
gage inan Expedition againft the Inhabitants of 
Zimpazingo, He demolifbes the Idols of Zem- 
poalla, and returns to Vera Cruz; where a 
Conf{piracy being formed againft him, le orders 
ihe Ships to be funk. 


Short time after this event, the Cacique of 
\ Zempoalla came to Vera Cruz, and told 
ortes, that the time was now come for him to 
rotect his country again{t the Mexicans, who 
ad arrived at Zimpazingo, whence they made 
curfions into his diftrict, deftroying the corn- 
lds, and committing other acts of hoftility. 
tes thought himfelf obliged to fupport his new 
tes, and that it would not become him to fuf- 
rr the infolence of the Mexicans, in a manner 
ithin his fight. He therefore defired the Ca- 
que to provide Judians to carry his baggage, 
nd draw his-artillery ; which being done he fet 
it at the head of 4co Spaniards, leaving the 
tt in the fortrefs of Vera Cruz. On his pailing 
y Zempoalla, he was joined by 2000 armed Jz- 
as, affembled by the Cacique, to ferve under 
in this expedition. The fame night he quar- 
ted his troops three leagues from Zimpazingo, — 
ithe next day in the afternoon difcovered the 
mn fituated on the top of a {mall hill among 
tat rocks, which concealed part of the build- 
gs, and rendered it dithcult of accels. 
i 3 The 
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The Spaniards with much fatigue paffed or 
the rocks, without mecting with the leattr 
fiftance ; but juit as they were preparing to atta 
the town in feveral places at once, eight ancien 
Priecits appeared, cloathed in black mantk 
that reached to the ground, the upper pat 
was gathered about the neck, and a piece him 
loofe in the form of a. hood; they had lam 
hair which was clotted, and their hands and fag 
ftained, with the blood of human  facrifice 
Thefe men approached the General with mat 
of the moft humble fubmiffion, and foon ca 
vinced him that he had been impoted upa 
fince Motezuma’s troops had retired fome tim 
before, and that this was only an artifice of 
allies, who were their inveterate enemies, in d 
der to make him the inftrument of their dettru 
tion. Corts being provoked at*the decert, a 
dered the Captains Olido and Alvarado to mar 
with their companies, and affemble the Jzdia 
who had advanced before to get into the tow 
They werenow butyin plundering it, and maki 
prifoners, and being brought into his prefend 
loaded with booty, and followed by the miierab 
inhabitants cryingaloud for juftice, he commant 
ed them to deliver up the ¢ goods tothe Priefts,th 
they might reftore them to the proper owne 
Then called tor the Zempcallan Captains, 0 
them with a threatening voice, that they had 10 
feited their lives by their prefumption, in ¢ 
gaging him, by deceit, to compafs their revent 
However he fuffered himfelf to be appeated 
the intercetfion of his own officers, whoin he: 
before inftruéted for that purpofe, though, 
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ovtmmcced, he did not dare tc punifh them, for fear 


t r™™m™mof lofing the friendfhip of his new allies. Hav- 
ttadfi/eng thus reprimanded the Zempoallans, heordered 
ciafmathem to lodge without the town, while he 
intkmmhimfelf entering it with the Spaniards, was re- 
pamceived with the applaufes due to a deliverer, and 
hingimvifited by the Cacique, with others in that neigh- 
logm™mbourhood, who voluntarily acknowledged them- 
famiifelves fubject to the King of Spain. He now 


formed afcheme for reconeiling thefe Izdians 
and the Zempoallans, which he had the happi- 
nefs to effect ; and having made them friends, 


rfices 
marl 
COL 


ipogm™ he returned to Vera Cruz, leaving his reputation 
> tim and interefthighly advanced by the iffue of this 


of hi 
in @ 
ftric 


expedition, which he had too creduloufly under- 
taken ; and thus, like a confummate politician, 
he made even his very errors contribute to his 
t, o@™ grand defign. 

mam In his march back to Zempoalla, he paffed by 
ndiagm two towns, belonging tothofe who were newly 
towg™ entered into the confederacy, when he obferved 
naki—@ a foldier {teal a couple of hens, at which he was 
efen™ 10 provoked, that he ordered him to be inftantly 
ierad 
man 
ts, th 


On his return, he found the Cacique of Zem- 
well foal/a waiting for him at fome diftance from the 
s, i town, with a large quantity of provifions for the 
ad {of tetrefhment of the army ; when obferving that 
in @@ chief appear afhamed of his conduct, he affured 
eveng™ him that he had laid afide his difpleafure, and 
afed @ they having entered the town together, the Ca- 
he MM cigue made hima prefent of eight of the moft 
gh, @ beautiful virgins, who were of good families ; 

c they 
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they were adorned with gold necklaces and pen. 
dants, and attended by feveral women fervants, 
Seven of thefe the Cacique allotted for the Cap- 
tains, and the other being his own niece, he te- 
commended as a wife to Cortes, in order that 
their friendfhip might be ftrengthened by the 
ties of blood. ‘The General returned him thanks, 
and let him know that it was unlawful for a Spa. 
niard to marry any woman who was an idolater, 
and took this opportunity of declaring againt 
their idolatry and fuperftition. 

Soon after the Zcmpoallans aflembled on one of 
their moftfolemn fe{tivals, in order to offer human 
facrifices, which were performed with horrible 
ceremonies; when the wretched victims being 
cut to pieces were fold to the people as facred 
food. Cortes being foon informed of this affair, 
was filled with indignation, and forgetting every 
other motive, ordered the Cacique and princi 
pal J/udians who attended him to be brought be- 
tore him, and with them proceeded to the Tem: 
ple, followed by his troops. The Prieits being 
informed of his approach, immediately ran to 
the gate, and with loud and hideous outcries 
called the people to the defence of their Gods. 
At which fome armed Jzdians pofted themfelves 
in the avenues of the temple; when Cortes fee- 
ing the inhabitants affembled in great numbers, 
ordered Marina to tell them aloud, that the firt 
arrow they fhould let fly, he would order the 
throat of the Cacique and all the principal Jz 
dians in his power to be cut, and then punifh 
their prefumption with fire and fword. The 
Cacique trembled at this dreadful menace, and 

coil: 
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ommanding them to lay down their arms and 
retire, they obeyed with the utmoft expedition. 

ortesthen began to declaim againit the bar- 
barity and abiurdity of their religion, and at 
ength propofed to the Jzdzans, that they them- 
the Meelves fhould afcend the {teps, and overthrow the 
ks, fe dols with their own hands : but proftrating them- 
‘sae Mapelves Upon the ground, they declared with tears 
and the moit dreadful lamentations, that they 
vould fuffer all the extremeft tortures he could 
mvent, rather than be guilty of committing fuch 
an impious facrilege. But giving the fame com- 
and to his foldiers, the Idols were in an in- 
fiant thrown down and broken to pieces ; while 
he Jadians {tood motionleis with horror, every 
1oment expecting to fee the immediate ven- 
peance Of heaven fall on thefe impious men; 
ué at length perceiving that they remained un- 


rer 

te. hurt, and that the Gods were unable to defend 
be- Mhemfelves,- their horror fubfided, and changed 
em (nto {uch contempt, that they themfelves joined 
sing Meith the Spaniards in burning the fragments of 
to #Bheir Idols ; and the next day mafs was celebra- 
ries ed in that very temple. 

ods. Lhe Spaniards now returned to Vera Cruz; 


lves nd On the day they reached that new colony, 
'veffel arrived from Cuba, commanded by Fraz- 
i{co de Salcedo, which broughtcaptain Lwis Mar- 
m, ten foldiers, and two horfes. By thefe gen- 
lemen the General was informed, that Vela/quex 
lad obtained the title of King’s Lieutenant of the 
land of Cuba, with a commiffion to trade and 
nake fettlements in the new difcovered coun- 
les, and that he was refolved to put a ftop to 
Cortes’s 


REN BIE ee OR ee re -- 
> 


PES A Me Say tpn Pe ae 


es ee re ee 


ec a ee _ 


ie el : 
. my 


vo +, 


OY a dn BOO nS Ringe 
, ae - 


<8 Rigel D Be + 85S m0. 


ee “ 
‘ eae 
~ . 


* eo — Ch he . . a a 


Ze wr ee - 


et eee me 
o on> 
oe 
_ 


~ eae >r. oe > 
as ES oe Cr hy os 


ee Oe ge 
Se ee 


~~ 


Cg a ae 
he gO 9 ee ay: Mt Fee 
a. ae = > oa 


. ae pole 
wa apr , i 
ao oi is dh See ey nl 


- ”* - 


- ie 4 
age 
wn 


“Se 


DP rn ee A Ae Nie ON ere Malta ERR A OG AE AP 


_“ 
‘ “ 
a. oe a 


om eee a0 ee 
Ofaeen 


ee 


¥ 
: ~ : 
— 2 ne ae a ae 
- +l 


so0 «The Conavest of MEXICO, 


Cortes’s proceedings; Upon this informatiay 
the latter was determined to lay the affair befor 
the king; at his defire the council of Vera Cra 
wrote a particular account of the expedition ant 
of Velafguez’s injurious behaviour towards him; 
befeeching his Majetty, in confideration of bis 
great merit, to grant him the commiffion d 
Captain-general, that he might exert himf 
in the fervice of his country, without having 
any dependance on the Governor of Cub 
While Cortes himfeif, in another letter, explained 
his reafons for hoping that he fhould be abl 
to reduce the whole empire of Mexico to bis 

iajefty’s obedience. Thefe difpatches were 
committed to Alonzo Hernandes Portocarrero amt 
Francifco Montgo: but Cortes thinking that the 
fifth part of the gold they had collected woul 
be but atrifling prefent for the King, prevailet 
with the officers and foldiers to refign their fhares 
and accordingly the above officers embarked fa 
Ssainon the 16th of ¥uy 1519, with the gold, 
jewels, and curiofities, together with fome & 
dians, who voluntarily confented to perform th 
voyage ; and with a particular prefent from Her 
nando to his father Martin Cortes. 

Thefe deputies had been but juft fent to Spam, 
when fome of the friends of Velafyuex privately 
concerted the means of efcapingto Cuda, in 0: 
der to give intelligence to /«/aj,zex of thefe pro 
ceedings; for which purpofe they had fecurel 
one of the veflels, and laid in provifions for th 
voyage; but in the very night when they wet 


going to embark, oneof the accomplices went t@ 


Cortes, and injormed him of the whole {cheme; 
whea 
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shen the latter took his meafures with fuch fuc- 
els, that he feized all the perfons concerned 5 
vho being brought to their trial, two of the 
ingleaders were condemned to be hanged, two 
thers were ordered to be whipt as old offenders, 
e principal mariner of the fhip was fentenced 
alofe one of his feet, and the reft were par- 
joned. Corteshad no fooner figned the warrant 
jor their execution, than he fet out for Zempoaila, 
o prevent his being follicited to pardon the prin- 
ipal offenders. 
Cortes being very much difturbed at this con- 
piracy, Wo hich might again break out fo as to 
difconcert his whole fcheme, formed arefolution, 
hat at once evinced the greatnefs and intrepi- 
lity of his mind: this was to deftroy the fhips, 
that the foldiers being deprived of all means of 
fcape, might act with greater ardour and unani- 
mity, from their having no other choice but to 
onguer or die. Having communicated this im- 
portant {cheme to his contidents, they exerted 
themfelves amoneft the foldiers tn fuch a man- 
mer, that they themfelves went to perfuade him 
O agree to it, and among other arguments urg- 
ed, that there Being 1co mariners on board, the Vv 
vould greatly add to their itrength, and bear # 
part of all their fatigues. Cortes fecmed con- 
inced by their reafons, and a public inftrument 
vas drawn up by a notary, by which piece of 
ubtlety he was faved from being under the ob- 
hgation of paying for the fhips, the whole army 
being equally bound for the payment of them. 
ia being done, orders were given for bringing 
on fhore the iron work, anchors, fails, and every 
thing that might be of ule, and then to fink them 


all, 
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ed, and then waited all night behind a {and 


‘the prifoners cloaths, and to go down to the {ea 


cloaks. In confequence of this ftratagem 4 
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all, except the boats, which were referved fio 
fifhing. | el 

But no fooner had Cortcs taken this extraordi[ifolc 
nary ftep, than all the advantage of it feemedfiiMan 
to be deftroyed by an accident that could nofifow 
poflibly be forefeen, and which it was thereforiilif | 
impoflible for him to avoid. ‘This was the ar-@iira 
rival of a fmall fquadron upon the coaft, offhe 
which he received advice by an expre(s fromfac' 
Fuan de Efcalant. He immediately went tomiBho 
Vera Cruz, and at his arrival perceived one of 1 
the veffels at anchor at a confiderable diftanceiiti 
from the fhore, where were landed three S«-Hijas 
niards, one of whom was a public notary. Cora finer 
went tothein with a {mall party, when the no. 
tary delivered to hima writing, which contained ¥ 
in fubftance, that the Governor of Famaica laid 
claim to a part of that country, and _ theretoie 
fent to inform Cortes, that he was not to makea 
fettlement there. Cortesdeclined taking the pa for 
per, and very mildly told him, that it would bel « 
better if Captain Pineda, who he underftood wall 4 
the commander of the fquadron, would come ong P 
fhore, in order that they might adjuft the affari w 
in an amicable manner; but the notary refufing gi ¢# 
to carry this meffage, and infifting in a difre-# N 
{pectful manner, upon having a direct anfwer tom T 
his notification, Cortes ordered them to be few- 


hill near the fhore, in hopes that others would 
land from the fhip. But finding that no body 
came, he directed three of his men to put 


fide, where they were to make fignals with thei 


. poat 
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oat came off from the fhip with twelve men 
ell armed, which being perceived by Cortes’s 
oldiers, ‘they retired under atree, and four men 
nding from the boat with an Jnudian, advanced 
owards them, without having the leaft doubt 
f their being their own people. By which 
tratagem he alfo got thefe into his hands ; when 
he boats crew feeing what had happened, rowed 
yack to the veffel, which foon after weighed an-. 
hor, and ftood to fea. Thefe men readily inlifted 
the fervice, and Cortes returned to Zempoalla 
ith a {mall recruit of feven-Spanzards, which 
as then efleemed a very confiderable reinforce~ 
ent. 


foie C HA. P..: VI. 


at 


pafmeortes begins his March for Mexico; ffays /c- 
1 bel weral Days at Zocothlan and Xacazingo ; fends 
wale Anbaffadors to Tiatcala; bxt his Propofals of 
conte Peace bing rejected, fights an obftinate Battle 
farfe with the Tlafcalans. Xicotencal, Gezeral of 
ifinggm the Tlafcalans, atiacks the Spanith Qaarters by 
ifte- ME Night; but is divefied of his Command, and the 
er tom Tlafcalans fue for Peace. | 


feiz- 

and-MBN a few days after Cortes’s return to Zempo- 
ould alla, hedrew up the army,. forming a body 
body Spaniards for the van-guard, and another of 
it onfdans for the rear, commanded by three Ca- 
e feaques of the mountains ; the ftrongeft of the car- 


ts were referved for drawing the artillery, the 
twere loaded with the baggage, and havin 
Vou. I. F appointed 


ene of fo: ‘ced civility. 
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appointed an advanced party to reconnoitr,, 

they began their march toward Mexico, on th q 
16th of duguff, 1519, and in their way werlg 
kindly entertained at Falapa, Socochima, ani 


Texvucla, towns belonging to the confederates, ; ine © 
each of which places he erected a crofs, whiljiy © 
Cortes exhorted the people to forbear offering W 
human facrifices. They now entered upon the fe 
rough part of the mountains, where they werli 4 
obliged to march for three days over rocks andi er 
precipices, in very cold and rainy weather, with gam at 
out any thing to fhelier themfelves from the ing $! 
clemency of the air. Juft as they reached them hi 
fummit, their provifions began to fail ; them ob 
there tound a temple, and a large quantity 0 fo 
wood, but made no ftay, as they obferved {ome " 
villages on the other fide of the mountain, tog m0 
Ww hich they hafted with as much expedition : for 
poifible. tia 

‘They now entered into the large and _ popu fir 
lous province ot Zocathlan, where in a valley ag ™ 
the foot of a mountain, was a city of the {amg cn 
name, in which the Cacique refided. Corécs{em | 

WoO Zempoallans to informthis Prince of his arg eo 
rival, who foon returned with a favourable an of. 


fwer. “The Cacique came out of the city wil leer 
a great retinue, and received the General with plie 
The Spantar ds here #4 
found very incommodious quarters, and only qj Pea 
{mall quantity of provifions. Cortes however cong they 
cealed his refentment, in order to give that Princ but 
no. opportunity of engaging him in hoftilities th to ¢ 
would inevitibly obftruct his march. ous 
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The next day the Cacique vifited Cortes at his 
quarters, when the latter received him with 
great civility, and among other queftions afked 
whether he was fubject tothe Emperor of Mex:- 
co; when the other replied, is there any man up- 
on earth, who is not a flave to Motezuma! To 
which Cortes fcornfully replied, That he him- 
felf, and. thofe, who accompanied him, obeyed 
another King, who had many fubjects more pow- 
erful than Motezuma. But the Cacique, without 
attending to thefe words proceeded to difplay the 
grandeur of his Emperor, the provinces under 
his dominion, he faid, were innumerable, and 
obferved that he had many Lords who ferved bare- 
footed in his palace, with their eyes fixed on the 
ground ; adding, that he refided in the largett, 
moft beautiful, and f{trongeft city inthe univerfe, 
founded in the midft of lakes. © He then expa- 
tiated upon the immenfity of his riches, the 
firength of his armies, and the mifery of his ene- 
mies, above 20,000 of whom were annually fa- 
crificed on the altars of his Gods. 

Cortes eafily difcovered the intent of his dif- 
courfe, which had been dictated by the court 
of Mexico, to deter him from proceeding; but 
feeming not to penetrate into his defign, he re- 
plied, that he was already informed of Motezu- 
ma’s grandeur, and that his Embafly being 
peaceable, his men were appointed rather to 
fhew his authority, than as a martial guard; 
but yet the moft inconfiderable Spaniard was able 
to overthrow a whole army of Judianxs. That he 
lought for peace ; but if he was compelled to en- 
gase in war, he would deftroy his enemies with 
fire and {word ; for Nature would afliit him with 

2 , her 
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her prodigies, and Heaven with its lightening 
‘This rodomontade had a furprizing effect, anf 
the Cacique was fo over-awed by it, that le 
entirely altered his conduct, and fupplied the Spa. 
aiards with provifions in great plenty, dering the 
five days Cortes ftaid there, he even treated him 
with a prodigious refpect, made him a prefent 
of four female flaves, and offered to give hin 
twenty noble Jzdians for guides to his army. 

Cortes now proceeded on his march to the pro. 
vince of T/a/cala, that bordered upon Zocathlan, 
and for feveral days nothing confiderable hap. 
pened: but afterwards hearing that the whol 
country was in arms, he refolved to halt, at a 
{mall town called Xacazingo, till he fhould bh 
better informed of their defigns. 

The province of T/a/cala was about 50 leagues 
in circumference, andthough the ldnd was moun- 
tainous and uneven, it abounded with inhab- 
tants. The capital was built upon different 
eminences. The people at firft was governed 
by Kings, till growing weary of their tyranny, 
they fhook off the yoke, and formed themifelves 
intoacommonwealth. The towns were divided 
into a certain number of diftriéts, each of which 
fent a reprefentative to Ylafcala, where they 
formed afenate, whofe refolutions were obeyed. 
by the whole province. Under this form df 
government, they had long fupported themfelves 
againit the Emperors of Mexico, and were then 
at their higheft pitch of power; for Motezuma’s Hh. 
cruelty had increafedthe number of their con-@% | 
federates, among whom was a warlike nation, ™% ] 
called the Oromies, equally famed for their bar- % , 
barity and their valour. . 
) 0 
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To this republic Cortes fent four of the prin- 
ipal Zempoallans, who were fully inftructed by - 


n¢, 


and 


he Acuilar and Marina, how to addrefs the Senate, 
po in demanding a paffage for the Spaniards through 
the their territories. They inftantly put on the ap- 
7 pearance of Ambaffadors, each wearing on his 
ent 


oulder a wreathed cotton tippet knotted at the 
nds; inthe right hand a large arrow, and on the 
eft arm a target, formed of tortoife-fhell. Up- 
on thefe occafions, when the purport of the em- 
ally was war, the feathers of the arrow were 
ed, but when the errand was peace, they were 
hite. By thefe fymbols the Ambaffadors were 
t 4known and refpected on the high roads ; but if 
beBhey turned afide they forfeited their privileges. 
Cortes’s four envoys on their entering 7 /a/- 
NG ala, were conducted to a houfe fet apart for the. 
eception of Ambaffadors, and the next day 
prought into the Senate, the members of which 
ofe from their little chairs to bid them welcome. 


1m 


ned As the Ambaffadors entered, they held up their 
NY; Merrows on high, and wore their tippets on their 
He eads, as a mark of extraordinary veneration : 
ide 


hen paying their refpects to the Senate, they 
roceeded flowly to the middle of the hall, where 
hey kneeled: with their eyes fixed upon the 
round, continuing filent till the eldeft Senator 
leired them to declare their bufinefs. They 
hen feated themfelves upon their hams, and he 
ho was chofen the Orator, expreffed himfelf to 


ma$ Mahe following purpofe; ** Noble Republic, Va- 
ON" MM liant Ylafcalans, your friends and allies the 
a ‘Lord of Zempoalla, and the Mountain Ca- 
a 


‘ ciques, wifhing you health, abundance, and 
¢ f ° e ss 

the deftruétion of your enemies, fend us to 
ee ‘¢ inform 
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inform you, that an invincible race of ma 
are come from the Eaft, who feem to k 
more than human; for they fail upon palace, 
and weild the thunder and lightening. Yq 
they worfhip an almighty Being who is offend 
ed at human facrifices. The General is An 
baffador from a mighty Prince, who defirest 
reform the abufes of our country, and reprd 


‘¢ refcued our provinces from oppreffion ; a 


** as he means to pafs through your territors 
‘* in his way to Mexico, he defires to be infom 
‘* ed of your grievances, that he may redrd 
‘s+ your wrongs. We have experienced his vi 


‘¢ lour, andin the name of our Caciques a 


‘¢ confederates, defire you to entertain. the 


‘¢ ftrangers.” ‘The fpeech being concluded, 


four Indians raved themfelves upon their kne 
and making a profound reverence to the Sena 
feated themfelves again, expecting an anfwer. 


After a fhort conference, the Senators toldt 


Ambaffadors, that they gratefully received t 
falutation of the confederates ; but mutt delil 
rate upon the anfwer to be returned to 

ftrangers. The Jzdiaus then retired to their lod 
ings, when Cortes’s demand produced very ‘ 
ftinate debates, fome infifting upon repelli 


" him by force of arms, and others propofing 


compliance with his requeft. The chiel 
thofe who efpoufed pacific fentiments, was 
oid Senator named Magi/catzen, a perion 


"great authority in the republic, who remint 


them of a prophecy, that an invincible race 
men would come from the Laft, with fuch ( 
mil 


é 


the tyranny of Motezuma. He has alread 
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minion over the elements that they fhould form 


floating cities upon the feas, and ufe fire and 
air to fubdue the earth. Thefe itrangers he al- 
ledged were certainly the people foretold. They 
came from the Eaft ; their arms were fire ; they 
dwelt in floating houfes, and by their aétions in 
Tabafco proved themfelves invincible. He al- 
ledged that their arrival was predicted by fignals 
from Heaven, which it were impious to difre- 
gard. . That they had affitted their allies, and 
only defired a paflage through their country, 
which they could not refufewithout being guilty 
of incivility to thefe who had never injured 
them, and without difrefpect to their allies, by 
whom they were fo warmly recommended. 

Magifcatzen’s {peech was received with ap- 
plauie; but the tavourable dxpofitions he in- 
{pired were entirely changed by the interpofition 
of Xico‘encal, their General, a young man ani- 
mated by ambition, who with equal eloquence 
ridiculed the prophecy, and reprefented the Sfa- 
uiards as common men, whofe vefiels and arms | 
were produced by human art, whofe valour was 
hot uncommon, and whofe pride, cruelty, and 
avarice were intolerable, fince they contemned 
the laws and cuftoms of the Indians, thirited 
ater their gold, deftroyed their temples, and 
blafphemed their Gods; and that with refpect 
to the fignals of Heaven, they ought to be in- 
terpreted as warnings to oppote and extirpate 
thofe prefumptuous ftrangers. He therefore 
earneftly intreated that they would allow him 
toaflemble the forces, and exterminate them 
at once, as the oppreffors of their country and 
the enemies of their religion. 

Thefe 


4.2 
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Thefe arguments had great weight with 3 
people ambitious of military glory: they there. 
fore ordered their General to try his ftrength 
with the Chriftians, but detained the Ambaffi. 
dors. 

Cortes having waited eight days for the retum 
of his Ambaffadors, determined to continue his 
_march towards thecity of Yla/cala, that in caf 
they were refolved on hoftilities, he might at. 
tack them before they were joined by their allies, 
by which prudent refolution he prevented their 
obtaining time to guard a {trong ftone wall which 
was 20 feet thick, and g feet high, with a pz. 
rapet upon the top; it reached acrofs the valley, 
extending from one mountain to another, and 
had no other entrance but in the middle, wher 
the two ends circularly croffed each other for 
the fpace of ten paces, and might have eaifily 
Deen defended againft all invaders. The Spav- 
ards having pafled this wall without oppofition, 
marched tn_good order with their artillery ready, 
and with advanced parties to prevent furprize. 

Thefe parties at length difcovered 20 or 30 / 
dians at a confiderable diftance, who by their 
plumes appeared to be foldiers. Cortes inftantly 
fent his fcouts with figns of peace, while he 
himfelf prepared to follow with eight hort, 
giving orders for the infantry to advance at 
leifure ; but the Jndians took to their heels, till 
having joined the main body, which was 4 
fome diftance, they faced about, and ftood ina 
pofture of defence. The eight horfe were now 
joined by fix others, notwithftanding which the 
Indians ftood their ground till they were reinforc- 
ed by a body of 5000 men, who had lain i 

ambufcade 
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mbufcade. At this inftant the Spani/b infantry 
ame up, and formed themfelves into a battalion, 
» fuftain the fury with which the enemy advan- 
ed; but the firft volley of the fire-arms doing 
reatexecution, threw the /ndians into diforder. 
f this the Spaniards taking advantage fell 
pon them with fuch refolution, that in a fhort 
me they quitted the field, leaving 60 men 
illed, and fome prifoners taken by the Spani- 
rds. Cortes was not willing to have his men 
ngage in the purfuit, but took poffeffion of 
me houfes, that were in fight, in which they 
und a confiderable quantity of provifions, and 
afled the night there. 

The Spaniards proceeding on their march the 
ext day, were oppofed by a larger body of 
le enemy, which advanced with great noife, 
dhaving difcharged a flight of arrows and a 
rge quantity of ftones from their flings, retreat- 
l, making a kind of running fight ; but Cortes 
agining that this retreat was only a ftratagem, 
llowed in clofe order, till having reached the - 
pof ahill, he difcovered a plain, -where was 
larmy of about 40,000 men, compofed of 
rious nations, diftinguifhed by the colours of 
erenfigns and plumes. ‘The Spaniards boldly 
ached down the hill; formed on the even 
ound, and moved on to the attack, while the 
dans {till retired, till finding them at a diftance 
m the hill, they opened to the right and left, 
dran furioufly to occupy the ground on both 
is, and then clofing in a circle, furrounded 
¢ Spaniards, who found it neceflary to throw 
fuielves into the form of an hollow fquare, 
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in order to fuftain the fury of the affailant 
The air was foon darkened with the arrow 
darts and ftones, which fell upon the Spaniard 
till the Jndians obferving the little effect of thd 
miifive weapons, boldly attacked them wily; 
their pikes and fwords. But the artillery fwe 
down whole companies; the {mall arms kilo, 
them in heaps, and Cortes breaking in among 
them with his horfe, flew and trampled und@iyoy 
foot all that came in hisway. At length Conf, 4 
feeing the enemy faif back, placed his horfe @iy,, 
the wings, and being accompanied by the foot), 
charged them with redoubled vigour. They dich 
firft made a fhow of refiftance ; but the men ice; 
horfeback feeming fupernatural, put them inf 7; 
diforder, and they foon began to give way onaiRivid, 
fides ; while in this confufion they wounded athe; 
trod one another under foot. During the batt... . 
Pedro de Moron, who was mounted on horfebaclihe |, 
was furrounded and taken by the Judians, aeder. 
having received feveral wounds ; but though Mien, 
was foon releafed by the reft of the cavalry, MiBhe , 
horfe was killed. ef 
By this time the Spaniards were greatly Miter 
tigued, and began to be dubious of fuccelipyns., 
when the Cries of the enemy fuddenly cealiiBhey , 
and this filence was followed by the nove Hii, 
horns and drums founding a retreat. The eMihot + 
my then moving off flowly, left the field Bifcane 
the Chriftians: But notwithftanding the lols 
moft of their officers, they entered their quay th 
ters in triumph, with the horfe’s head carriedi@ha } 
a trophy before the General, who fent it Hid by 
Tlafcala, where it was facrificed with extraoipaint. 
Teould 
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ary folemnity in one of the temples. Nine 
rten of the Spanifh foldiers, and many of the 
empoallans, who were fired ‘by the example of 
he Staniards, were wounded in this battle, 
yhich was no fooner over, than Cortes obferv- 
a {mall town on an eminence that com- 
anded the country, marched thither, and had 
he fatisfaction of finding it well fupplied with 
rovifions: but there not being fufficient room 
9 accommodate the whole army, the Zempo- 
llans erected huts for themfelves, and raifed 
ome works of earth to fecure the place, not- 
ithftanding its being {trong and of difficult 
iccels. 
The fentiments of the Ylafcalans were fiill 
vided ; for while fome cried out for peace, 
thers were equally eager for continuing the 
ar: Xicotencal demanded fupplies to revenge 
he lofs they had fuffered, and one of the con- 
ederates arriving at the fame time with 10,000 
nen, this fuccour encouraged them to profecute 
he war with frefh vigour. . In the mean time 
he four Zempoallan Ambafladors returned by 
ifferent ways to the Spaazards, and informed 
Meories, that as foon as Xicotencal took the field, 
ey were put in a prifon, and deitined by the 
llafcalans as facrifices to the God of war,+but 
hat they had happily found means to make their 
ape. * 
Though a profound ftillnefs reigned through- 
Wt the country, Cortes was far from imagining 
hat he was out of danger of being again attack- 
by the Ylafcalans, he therefore refolyed to 
mintain his poft; but forefecing the Indiaus 
iould interpret his inaction as proceeding — 
ear, 
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fear, he refolved the next morning to reconnoite 
the country, in Order to gain intelligence ; ang 
therefore marched out with all his horfe and 29 
foot, which equally confifted of Spaniards ay 
Zempoallans. He advanced as far as fome wi 
lages in the road: to Yla/cala, where he foun 
great {tore of provifions, and made {feverel pr 
foners, by whom he was informed that Xicotes 
eal was encamped about two leagues from then 
andemployed in recruiting and augmenting hi 
army. ‘ 
The Zempoallans being now highly incenft 
again{t the Tla/calans, Cortes permitted them te 
deftroy the country with fire and fword, an 
then returned tothe camp, where he fet at liber 
ty all his prifoners, and among thofe who ha 
been taken the day before, he chofe two or t 
to carry a meflage to Xicotencal, in which ke 
exprefled his concern for the lofs he had fuftan 
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ed in the battle, which his nation had brought Ae 

| upon themfelves by rejecting the peaceable term@y” th 

r he had offered them ; and defired that he would’ fi 

: now confent to an accommodation, otherw Htor 

ti he fhould make the name of T/a/‘ala a terror qi 
Hh its neighbours. The prifoners at their departur » i 
el promited to bring him an anf{wer ; and a te , i 
i hours after they kept their word; but retumneg™g® “' 
at bloody and mangled by Xicotencal’s order, fogs" 
prefuming to deliver fuch a meflage; with ag’ 
aq anfwer that X/cotencal would meet the Chriftiar 2 a 
ut as foon as the fun arofe, when he did not doubyy* Oo! 
adi but that he fhould carry them alive to the alta ned 


of his Gods, and that to fhew how little he fea ‘ 


ed him, he gave him notice of his refolutiongy“¢ ' 


that he might have time to prepare himielf. * | 
Corem™ OL 


ee 
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Cortes, though piqued at Xécotencal’s infolence, 
vould not neglect his advice: but at day break 
drew his troops into the field, leaving fuch a 
orce in the town as he thought neceffary for 
ts defence, and having advanced about half a 
eigue, took poffettion ‘of a {pot where he could 
ceive the enemy with advantage. He there 
ormed hismen, fecured his flanks with the ar- 
illery, and put himfelf at the head of the horfe, 
norder to bring fuccour wherever it fhould,be 
vanted. In a fhort time the fcouts returned 
ith intelligence, that the enemy were upon 
heir march, and foon after they appeared, when 
heir number amounted to above 50,000 men, 
onfifting of the whole ftrength of the republic 
nd its allies. They difplayed a large golden 
ale, which was the enlign of Y/afcala, and 
as never brought into the field, but uponthe 

reateft undertakings, and at firft feemed to ad- 

ance with equal ” expedition and intrepidity. 

)n their coming within cannon fkot, the artil- 

filled them with fuch terror that they hait- 
for fome time; but at length rufhed torward 
1a throng till they were near enough toufe 
ir flings and arrows, when they were a fecond 
me itopt by the difcharge of the fire-arms 

id crois-bows. But at length perceiving the 
tighter that was made among them by tne 
wards and Zempoallans, they burft upon them 

i a torrent, and broke their ranks by mere 

at of weight and multitude: they, however, 

med again, by bearing down all that did not 

€ way to their efforts. At this inilant a 

fat diiturbance appeared among the enemy, 

tle troops moved to and fro, and turned their 

Vou. U. G arms 
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arms againft each other, till at length they, 
tired 1n.a tumultuous manner. 


be! 


me 


The caufe of this difturbance and retreat w “a 
afterwards found to be owing to the infolenced A | 
ried. 


Xicotencal in upbraiding one of the confederag 
Caciques with cowardice, for not advancy 
when the reft were engaged. The Jxdéaz chi, 
who had 10,000 men under his command, r 


turned an angry aniwer, which being follow 


ey « 
ludin 
chai 
on{u! 


by a challenge, the other Caciques eifpout 0 
their friend’s quarrel, and immediately retired ct 
Upon which Xicotenca/, finding himfelf aba oy 
doned by his allies, and having feen a gm di 
number of his people flain upon the fpot, Mi. 
the iie!d. 3 aot 
It is faid that Cortes loft only a fingle folde 
i ore t] 
on this occafion, however feveral of the m a. 
were very much diicouraged at their hav c ¢ 
been put into diforder, and loudly  declard 
| : ee ders te 
that they would not facrifice their lives to Cor Dose: 
obitinacy, but return by themfelves to Vera Cn P tre 
and leave him alone to follow the dictates of =a 
ambition. This ipiurit of mutiny made ,itm 
7 i h ftant]} 
ceilary tor Cortes to afflemble the foldiers, wit Suard 


he put them in mind that they had already val are 
quithed the Y/a/calans, who would certainly { : 


for peace, fo that they fhould proceed to Mest age 
with the additional reputatian of conquering’ outece 
warlike.a people: But that their retreat wou. 
bring them into difgrace, and endanger th Sole 
total defiruction. In fhort, he exerted hisé i. 
quence with fuch fuccefs, that one of the mul Shin 
neers cried aloud, ‘** Fellow foldiers! our Genel Ei cc 


‘¢ isin the right, we cannot now retire with? 
a 6¢ bell 
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being inevitably loft, ” and. this opinion was 

mediately affented to by the whole army. 

Mean while the T/a/ca/ans were fo intimidated 

the ill fuccefSof the fecond battle, that they 
ried aloud for peace with the ftrangers, whom 

ey efleemed invincible. But the ienate con- 
luding they were magicians, refolved to oppofe — 
chantment againft inchantment, and therefore 
onfulted their wizards, who now pretended to 
ave difcovered the caufe of their defeat, and 
flerted that the Spaniards were the offspring of 
he fun, whence they derived a fuperior power 
rom the warmth of his beams; but that when 

e difappeared they remained weak and daifpi- 

ited. Hence they propofed that they fhould 
be attacked by night, and utterly deftroyed be- 
ore they could be re-animated by the beams of 
their father. ‘This abfurd piece of intelligence 
he fenate communicated to Xécotencal, with or- 
ders to execute it, and he immediately began to 
prepare for taking his meafures accordingly. 

Mean while Cortes took particular care to pre- 
ferve the ftricteft difcipline: centinels were con- 
ftantly pofted at adiftance from the town, the 
guards were regularly mounted and relieved, 
and the foldiers refted upon their arms. ‘Thefe 
precautions were of the utmoft confequence : 
for on the night deftined for. the attack, the 
out-centinels difcovered a body of the enemy 
marching towards the town with unufual flow- 
neis and filence, when notice being given of 
their approach, the foidiers manned the works 
without noife or confufion, and chearfully wait- 
edto give them a warm reception. Aicotencal 

G 2 had. 
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had 10,000 men under his command, whom he | 
ordered to attack the quarters on three fide effen 
at once, which they did with equal fpeed anigmmenate 
refolution ; but they met with fuch a powerfigm'pe'! 
and unexpected refiftance, that many were flain, onged 
and the re(t were the more terrified from there eee 
having been confident that they fhould find thay "'5 
Spaniards weak and unprepared. Xicotencal wagg™®"S! 
now fenfible of the delufion of the forcerers; oldiers 
but animated by rage he returned with double eigho 
fury to the affault. His Zxdians affifted eachgme*®!™ 
other to climb over the wall, and for a confide.me’¢ 1p 
able time one party fucceeded, as another wagme0"5 
flain, till at length the general feeing it imprae. oaths 
ticable to carry hs point, ordered the fignal tomme**™" 
be founded for a retreat. Cortes no fooner perf. fut 
ceived them retiring from the wall, than kg” u 
fent out part of his infantry, and all ‘his horfe, ii full 
furnifhed with breaf{t-plates full of bells, to charg am?!“ 
the /ndians. who were {fo terrified at the unufud chemé 


/ 


naife, that they fled in confufion, leaving a con teen, 
fiderable number of dead, and fome wounded, ge 
whom they were in too great a hurry to carry of eee t 


1o/en 
ind ha 
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iruck 
ieffag 
ind, 
ards | 
ut a 
ras re 
yy {eve 
Mn of 


This victory was obtained by the lofs of on 
man, who was a “em: ‘oallar. 

The news of this difappointment foon reached 
Tlafecla, when the inhabitants unanimoutly de: 
manded peace, and juftice againft the magicians 
for having deceived them. The fenate affen- 
bling, agreed to punifh the impoftors, two d 
whom were immediately facrificed to their gods, 
and to apply to the ftrangers for forgivenefs, now 
firmly believing that they were the celettial peo- 
ple mentioned in the prophecy. Mean while 

meffenger 
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eflenzer was fent to inform Xicotencal of the 
enate’s refolution ; but that General being ex- 
iperated again{t the Spanz'ards, from whom he 
onged to retrieve his honour, abfolutely retufed 
ocomply, and refolved to make a fecond affault 
by night ; but in order to know the nature anc 
rengtn of their fortifications, he employed 40 
oldiers to enter the S'p..2jb quarters among the . 
eighbouring peafants, who reforted thither to 
xchange provifions for baubles. Thete {pies 
ad {pent the greateft part of the morning a- 
ong the Sp2xiards unfulpected, till.a Zem- 
gall.n, who had obferved one of them narrowly 
xamining the fortifications, communicated 
is fufpicion to Cortes, who inftantly ordered 
im to be put to the torture, when he made 
» full confeifion, in confequence of which his 
omrades were apprehended, and the whole 
cheme difcovered. The General then cauted 
teen of the moft obftinate of thefe {pies to 
epunifhed, fome by lofing a hand, and others 
heir thumbs, and then difmiffed them to tell 
io'encal that he was prepared for his coming, 
ndhad fent his fpies alive that they might ac- 
juaint him with the fituation of his works. 

At this bloody fpectacle the Indian army was 
ruck with horror and aftonifhment, and their 
ieflage made a deep impreffion on the general’s 
und. He now began to think that the Spa- 
uards could not have difcovered his defign with- 
ut a fupernatural information: but while he 
rs reflecting on this fubject, he was accofted 
y feveral perfons, fent by the fenate to diveit 
um of his command, 

G 3 The 
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The Spaniards expected an attack all tha 
night and the next day ; but on the fucceeding BC; 
morning the advanced centinels perceived fow 
perions of rank adorned with white feathers in 
token of peace, and followed by thirty Jadiay 
loaded with provifions. As they approached, 


they frequently halted, as if afraid to advance, 7 
and then bowing their bodies, touched the earth iy 
with their hands, and applied them to their lip, ay 7 
as a teftimony of humility and veneration. Ma 
rina appearing upon the wall, afked for what 
purpote they were coming, and they anfwerini 7, 
that they came from the fenate and republic diy f 
Tlafcala, to treat of peace, they were alloweii «7 
to enter, and being introduced to Cortes, they: 
pologized for what was paft, fued for peace, and 
earneitly intreated him to march to their city, 
where the Sjaziards fhould be ferved and te. 
{pected as the children of the fun, and the brog@iort 
thers of the gods. Cortes, however, treated themimend 
with an affected feverity, and told them, thajjmig! 
confidering the methods they had taken to mget 
cur his difpleafure, they ought to look upoiiMefer 
their admiflion to his prefente as a mark of higjAmb 
condefcenfion: that however peace was agrecg™irom 
able to his inclinations, and he would endesg—ctio 
vour to appeafe the anger of his captains.  g™jtion 
| Lew 
vith 
ers, 
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ortes receives an Embaffy from Motezuma; he 
makes his Entrance into Tlafcala; after which 
Diego de Ordaz wifts the Volcano of Popo- 
catepec. Cortes at length receives an Em- 
baffy from Mexico, and marches to Cholula, 
where a Scheme is lesa for his Deftruction, which 
is difcovered by the Addrefs of Marina. fe 
leaves Cholula; baffles the treacherous Defgus 
of the Mexicans ; is wvifited by the Cacique of 
Tezeaco, and arrives at that City, whence he 
marches to ztapalapa. 


S Motezuma had intelligence of every thing 
that paffed, he was greatly alarmed at 
ortes’s fuccefs againft the TYlafcalans, appre- 
ending that fhould they unite their forces, they 
ight be able to overturn his whole empire. 
et inftead of afflembling an army in his own 
lefence, he fent another prefent to Cortes, by 
Ambaffadors, who were ordered to divert him 
rom his intended journey, to watch over his 
actions, and if poifible to prevent a reconcilia- 
ion between him and the Tiafcalans. Five 
[exicans of the firft rank, who were charged 
‘ith this embaffy, arrived in the Spani/hb quar- 
ers, foon after the minifters of the republic 
had departed, ,and were favourably received by 
Cortes, who ae¢epted of the prefent ; but would 
hot difpatch them immediately, as he was de- 
trous of having them fee the Y/a/celans hum- 
bled; and indeed they had no inclination to de- 
part, 
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part, till they had aceomplifhed the real defi 
of their embafly. 

In the mean time the republic caufed the 
neighbouring villages to furnifh the Spaaif 
army with proviiions gratis, and in two day 
Corres was viited by Xrcotexca/at the head of 9 
noblemen of his party, who attended him with 
the enfigns of peace. He was well made, above 
the middle ftature, and had a countenance tha 
commanded refpect. He wore a white mani 
adorned with jewels, and behaved before Corts 
with the free air of a foldier. He began his 
{peech by frankly owning that he was the cau 
of the war, from his believing that the Spa 
niards were friends to Motezuma, whom he hi. 
ted, but was now come to put himfelf into the 
hands of his conqueror, hoping by this fub- 
miilion to obtain pardon for his country, and 
the return of peace; he alfo intreated fim to 
enter the city, where quarters fhould be pro 
vided for his men, and detired that the inhabr 
tants might be well ufed, and their gods an 
wives protected from violence. Cortes complaint 
ed, in the hearing of the Mexicaxz ambafiadors, 
with jome vehemence, of the unjuft war they 
had carried on, granted the peace, and pro- 
mifed that no violence fhould be committed by 
thefoldiers. At Xicetevcal’s departure he gave 
him his hand, and told him that he would re- 
turn the vifit after he had difpatched Motezuma’s 
ambatfadors. 

The Mearcans made a jeft of the peace, and 
pretended that the Té/talens only fought to hill 
him into fecurity, in order with the greater 
eaie to deftroy him and his foldiers, But fint- 

ing 
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ng that he was fixed in his refolution to grant 
em a peace, they defired him to delay his 
arch to Ylafcala for fix days, promuifing to 
ndtwo of their number to Meaico, to inform 
eir prince of that tranfaction, who would re- 
n within that time, while the reft fhould ftay 
» expect his refolution ; and as Cortes did not 
link proper to break with Morezuma, he con- 
nced to this requett.. 

Within the appointed time the ambaffadors 
turned, accompanied by fix perfons of high 
ank, with a fplendid retinue, bearing another 
refent of greater value than the former, de- 
laring that Motezuma defired to be the friend 
nd confederate of the great fovereign of the 
baaiards, and would pay him an annual tri- 
ute, provided they would enter into no league 
ith the Yla/calaus, and lay afide their defign 
coming to Mexico, | 
But Co-tes being refolved that thefe ambaffa- 
ors fhould be witnefs of the peace with T/a/- 
la, poftponed his anfwer, refolving to detain - 
em aslong as he could, to give Motezwma the 
istime to prepare for hoftilities. Thefe em- 
aies fo greatly alarmed the Ylafalaus, that 
e government came to a refolution to vifit | 
ortes it the form of a fenate, in order to con- 
Ince him of their fincerity, and break off his 
egociation with the Mexicavs. They accords 
gly arrived in folemn proceffion, carried upon 
e fhoulders of inferior officers, and followed 
y numerous attendants. - Cortes received them 
ith his ufual flate and civility, and after they 
ere feated, was addreffed by the father of Xz- 
ducal, a blind old man of a venerable afpect, 

who 
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who told him, that the fenate of Tla/cala wer 
come to fue for peace on his own terms; to 
diffuade him from entering into a league with 
the tyrant Motezuma, and intreated him toho. 
nour their city with his prefence. Cortes affured 
him, that he would march to Ylafcala, when. 
ever the peopdé of the neighbouring villagay 
were ready to conduct his baggage and artillery, 
The next morning 500 tamines, or carriers, ap. 
peared at his quarters, and having made the 
proper difpofitions, he immediately began hi 
march. The fields were filled with vaft mult- 
tudes of people, who came to behold the fight MM 7, 
and made fuch outcries and gefticulations, a i, 
were miftaken by the Spaniards for threats of), 
war, till they were informed by Mariza, thaf);,; 
in this manner the Jediaus expreffed their joy}, | 
at their feitivals. ido 
The Spaniards were received by the fenator 
and nobles, at a confiderable diftance from tht 
town, who, having paid their refpects to the 
General, turned about and marched before. The 
city at their entrance refounded with fhouts 
acclamations, and the difagreeable noife of thei 
_ horns, pipes, and drums. The croud was { 
great, that the magiftrates could fcarcely kee 
the paffage free. Some of the woman thre 
flowers on the Spanzards, while others wht 
were more bold, put nofegays in their hand (,,.. 
The priefts, clothed in long garments, cam 
with their copper cenfors, offering incenfe t 
them as they paffed, and all the f{pectators feeme 
to be filled with awe, admiration, and jo 
Quarters were provided for them in a large ed 


fice, which had three or four ipacious courts 
a 


time 
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and a great number of rooms; in this building 
the whole army was conveniently lodged, and 
there Motezuma’s ambaffladors were fecure under 


0 Mthe protection of the Spaxiards. 
ed As Cortes knew the warlike character of the 
fs 


people among whom he lived, he obferved the 
utmoft circumfpection; a guard was ‘regularly 
kept in his quarters ; he never appeared abroad, 
PM without a number_ of attendants well armed, 
Mand the foldiers never appeared but in compa- 
MSM nies, with their firé-arms on their fhoulders. 
th Thefe marks of diftruft greatly mortified the 
ME Ti2z/calans, ans Magifcatzin being fent by the 
ai fenate to complain of it to Curtrs, obferved, 
OME that his foldiers by appearing in the city with 
MM lichtning on their fhoulders, gave more offence 
YEE by fuch a mark of fufpicion than they would 
do by committing real acts of violence. Cortes 
afured him, that he was well convinced of the 
fincerity and good will of the republic, and 
that his foldiers appearing in arms was one of 
the effects of that difcipline which had rendered 
the Spaniards invincible. With this reply the 
lenate were fatisfied, and the Spaxiards received 
daily proofs of the fidelityand friendthip of their 
new allies. They were entertained with plenty 
(of provifions, and prefents were poured in upon 
them from all quarters. Notwith{tanding which, 
Cortcss zeal made him refolve to deftroy all 
wi their idols ; but it foon was moderated by the 
“charity of father de Olmedo, who told him that 
MAM perfecution but ill agreed with the doctrines of 
the gofpel, and that their converfion required 
time and gentle ufage. However he prevailed 
with the T/a/cuidais to defift from human facri- 
fices, 
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fices, as being in the highelt degree fhocking ty 
nature, and to fet at liberty thofe miferahk 
wretches who were fed in cages, in order tol 
the victims of their inhuman worfhip, 

The peace being eftablifhed, and the fenat 
of Y/a/cala having iwern allegiance to the King 
of Spain, Cortes difmiffed the Mexican ambafe 
dors, whom he defired to inform Motezuma of 
-what had paffed in their prefence, of the fol. 
‘citations and fidelity of the TZlafcalans, ove 
whom he had now fuch influence, that he hoped 
in time to bring them under the obedience ¢ 
the Emperor of Mexico, and of his refolution to 
continue his march, in order to confer with thei 
prince on that, as well as on other important 
fibjects. 
~ While Corres ‘ftill continued at Tla/cala, re. 
ceiving homage in the name of Charles V. from 
the different towns and confederates of the re: 
public, the inhabitants were alarmed by a fu: 
prizing irruption of fire from the volcano of Per 
pocatepec, an high mountain at eight leagues 
‘diftance from the city, which filled the peopl 
with terror and confternation ; for they ridict- 
Joufly imagined it to bea prefage of future mis 
fortunes, and fuppofed that the fparks of fire 
were the fouls of tyrants fent abroad by the of 
fended deities to chaftife the earth. 

While Magi/catzin and fome of the principal 
noblemen were rehearfing thefe idle fancies to 
Cortes, Diego de Orduz came to afk leave to af: 
cend the mountain, in order to gratify his cu 
riofity. The /xdians, aftonifhed at his propolal, 
endeavoured to perfuade him from engaging : 
uch 
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uch a dangerous enterprize, and obferved, that 
he boldeit men of their nation had never ven- 
ured beyond fome hermitages of their gods, 
ibout the middle of the eminence, and that 
lreadful roarings and tremblings forbad all ap- 
proach to itsfummit. This account increated 
heeagernefs of Diego de Ordaz, and Cortes grant- 
This requeft, in order to afford the Tla/calans 
frefh proof of the fuperior courage of the Spa- 
jards. ; 

Ordaz therefore fet out on this expedition at- 
ended by two foldiers, and'fome of the princi- 
al /ndiaas, who offered to attend him as far as 
he hermitages. He found the bottom of the 
nountain beautified on all fides with green trees, 
hich extended a confiderable way up the af- 
ent. ‘the earth then grew barren by degrees. 
he Indians {topped at their hermitage, to which 
hey never expected to fee the Spanzards return, 
nd Diego de Ordaz, with his companions, pro- 
ceded, climbing among the rocks, which were 
hitened by fnow, and the afhes.difcharged from 
evolcano, and at length reached a. place at a 
mall diftance from the fummit,. where they felt 
e earth move violently under them, and heard 
dreadful roaring iffue from the mouth of the 
ocano, which with redoubled noife difcharged 
va't quantity of fire and {moke, that darted up- 
ards to a great height. The Staniards were in- 
intly covered with a fhower of hot afhes, which 
biged them to feek for fhelter in the hollow of 
tock, where they were almoft ttifled. Diego de 
tdaz however perceiving that the earthquake 
‘spaifed, encouraged the foldiers, by his ex- 
hole, to profecute this difcovery, till they came 
Vou. LL. H within 
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srivhin fight of the mouth of the volcano, whi 
was about a quarter of a league in circumte 
rence; they obferved at the bottom a larg 

uantity of inflammable matter, which boiledy 
like fome fhining metal in fufion. Wath this a 
count they returned fafe, to the aftonifhmentd 
the /xdians, whole efteem for the Spaniards wa 
increafed by this adventure, which afterwarl 
proved of fignal fervice ; for Ordaz founda larg 
quantity of fulphur i in the mountain, of whid 
Cortes made gunpowder, when it was much wat 
ed by the army. 

Cortes having continued twenty cays at ld 
cla, during which he was entertained with 1 
poffible marks of refpect, declared his refoluti 
of proceeding for Cholula, in which he was q 
pofed by the 7/:/calans, who endeavoured 
itrengthen fome arguments that had been bela 
urged by the Zempoalians, by declaring that 
lula was a facred place, in which were 400 tet 
ples, and fuch malevolent gods, that they td 
rified the world with prodigies ; that he oug 
not, therefore, to enter their territories, witha 
an affurance of their being propitious. Jul 
bout this time new ambaffadors arrived fr 
Mo exuma, bringing another prefent, and th 
Prince’s permiflion for the Spaniards to proct 
by the way of Cholula, where he had _ provi 
quarters for the reception of the army. 

7 lafcalans immediately concluded, that te 
was treachery in the eafe, and Magi/carzin 
peated his remonttrances with fuch marks 
concern, that Cortes called a council in his p 
fence, in which it was agreed, that it wast 


potlible to avoid the road propofed by the I 
ps 
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yeror of Mexico, without difcoveriag a fufpicion 
of his fincerity, that whether this fufpicion was 
ell or ill founded, it would not be proper to 
difclofe it, and that it would be equally danger- 
pus toleave enemies behind him. Whence it 
yas neceflary for them to goto Cholula to difco- 
er Mot:zuma’s intentions, and to obtain new 
— by chaftifing his fubjects for their 
perfi e 

indeed Motezuma being terrified at the victo- 
ries of the Spaniards, and afhamed of employing 

his armies againit fuch an handful of men, ha 
actually refolved to deftroy them by artifice, and 
had chofen Cholud.: for that purpofe. Yet the 
inhabitants of that city were fuch novices in dif- 
fimulation, that they neglected fending deputies 
to Cortes, who therefore complained to the Me.x:- 
can ambaffadors of this mark of difrefpect, and 
even when they were informed of his difpleafure, 
they fent four perfons with fuch mean equipage, 
that he refufed to admit them into his prefence. 
Cortes on the day of his departure, drew up the 
Spauiards, and the Zempoallan auxiliaries, and 
was much furprized to find the whole force of 
the republic and her allies ready in the field, 
diftinguifhed by the colour of their. feathers, and 
their different enfigns ; but Cortes infifted upon 
taking only 6000 of the republic’s troops, with 
which he began his march to Cholula. ‘That city 
was about five leagues diftant from Tla/ca/a, and 
the fame evening he halted near a river, within 
three miles of the place, which he was unwilling 
to enter by night. He was there vifited by depu- 
ties from the city of diftinguifhed rank, who 
brought a prefent of provifions, and excufing 
2 them- 
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themfelves for not waiting upon him at T/afcaly 
on account of his being there in the midft of thes 
enemies, welcomed him and his people to  theit 
city. Though Cortes was far from being cor 
vinced of their fincerity, he admitted of thei 
excuie, and the next morning proceeded towart 
Chelula, where he was met by the Caciques anf 
Priefts, attended by a multitude of unarmed peo- 
ple, who had the appearance of being filled 
with reverence and joy ; but they no fooner per 
cived the body of Y/a/calans that marched in 
the rear, than a difagreeable murmur was heard 
among the chiefs; upon which Marina was or 
dered to afk the reafon of it, when fhe returned 
with an anfwer, that the 7/a/calans being ther 
enemies, could not enter the city in arms,where. 
fore they earneftly intreated, that he would or 
der them toreturn. Cortes was difconcerted @ 
this demand, he however defired the T/afcalan 
to lie without the city, to which they agreed, 
and they took up their lodgings in a place from 
which they might eafily come to the aififtance of 
the Spaniards, in cafe of neceility, In fkort, 
Certcs entered Cholula amid{t the acclamation 
of the people, and with all the marks of refped 
fhewn to the Spaniards at their entrance int 
T lafc ala. 

‘The city of C’o/x/a ftood in an open and de 
lightful plain, and was much frequented ¥ 
{trangers, on account of its being a fanctuary om 
the gods, and its carrying on a confiderabt 
trade. ‘The ftreets were {pacious, the buildin; 
larger and more beautiful than thofe of Tla/cak 
and a great number of the fumptuous towe 
which adorned the city, fhewed the multitud 
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of their temples. It contained 20,000 inhabi- 
ants within the walls, and an equal number in 
he fuburbs ; but as they chiefly confiited of,me- 
hanics and merchants, they were etteemed more 
unning than warlike. ~The quarters appointed 
ior the Spaniards were three or fqur large edi- 
ces, contiguous to each other, and fuflicient to 
ontain both the Spanzards and the Zempeallans. 
The Tlafcalans chofe a place at a {mall diftance 
rom the town, which they fecured with fome 
orks, formed guards, and placed centinels, in 
uitation of their Fur pean friends, from whom 
hey had obtained fome knowledge in the art of 
ne | 

In the firft three or four days, there. was the 
reate(t appearance of tranquillity and friendfhip, 
it after that time provifions grew gradually 
carce, and an intire {top was put to the enter- 
amments of the Caciques. Ihe priefts and 
Motczuma’s ambaffadors held private conferences, 
nd the people began tolook upon the Spaniards 
ith an air of fcorn and diftatte. This naturally 
wakened the jealoufy of the latter, and Cortes 
as endeavouring to penetrate into the intentions 
tthe Cholulans, when the whole defign ‘was ac- 
dentally difcovered. Mforina had contracted a 
lendfhip with an old Ja7ian woman of difinc- 
on, who coming one morning to her apartment, 
egeed, with great earneftnefs, that the would 
nmediately forfake thofe abominable ftrangers, 
nd live with her. Marina perceiving that there 
as {omething extraordinary in this requeft, be- 
loaned her captivity, and acted her part fo well, 
Mai the Cholalan, believing her fincere, told her 

He 3 that 
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that there was no time to be loft, for the Spe fin 
niards were devoted todetiruction; that M@Josexum fi ch 
had fent 20,000 Mexicans to fecure thegfuccels fi de 
the defign, of which 6000 chofen men hada wi 
ready entered the city in {mall parties : that fi of 
great quantity of arms was dittributed among ch 
the inhabitants, who had carried {tones up 0m w! 
the tops of their houtes, and cut deep tvenchemi cr 
acrofs the ftreets, in which were fixed {hap ex 
itakes, which were {lightly covered with earthii ple 
for the dettruction of the horfes: that the Lagi lai 
peror of Mexico had refolved to exterminate dM po 
the Chriitians ; sbut had. given orders that {ome wh 
of them fhould be taken alive, to fatisfy his cui to 
riofity and zeal for religion, and that he hadi th 
made the city of Cholula a preient of a god fo: 
drum to excite their courage. Aarina, on oOmm det 
taining this intelligence, pretended that fhe wal ces 
ready to attend her deliverer, and would ong me 
go and fetch her jewels; but immediately hafegi wh 
to Cores, and teld him thewhole affair, upomg duc 
which the Jzdian woman was feized, and Dgm the 
threats engaged to make a particular contefom T/c 
of the whole. He was at the fame time informeg city 
by fome T/a/calan foldiers, who entered the ci joi 
in the difguife of peafants, that they had feel dit 
the Colu/ans carrying-their women and effedi cur 
to the neighbouring villages ; and, in -fhor jen 
obtained intelligence from feveral other periong™j tha 
which put the affair beyond all doubt. gay 

Corres now thoughtit neceffary to juftify his com tule 
duct by the tefttmony of fome unexceptionadg™ for 
witnefles among the citizens themfelves, and then tor 


fore fent for three of thechief priefls, anddifcoug der: 
| iu 
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fing with them fepatately complained of their trea- 
chery, and mentioned all the particulars of their 
defign. .When believing that he was indued 
with the power of penetrating into the thoughts 
of men, they acknowledged the truth, and 
charged Motexuma with beingthe author of the 
wholecontrivance. ‘Thefe priefts were then fe- 
cretly imprifoned, and Morezuma’s Ambaffadors 
excluded trom all communication with the peo- 
le. Cortes ordering his captains to affemble, 
laid before them the whole confpiracy, and pro- 
pofed a icheme for punifhing the Cholulans, to 
which they unanimoufly confented. Agreeably 
to this plan, he let the magiftrates know that he - 
fhould depart the next day; demanded provi- 
fions fer. his march, Indians to carry his bur- 
dens, and with a view of difuniting their for- 
ces, requireda reinforcement of 2000 armed 
men to join the Ylafcalans and Zempoallan:, 
which they chearfully granted, in order to intro- 
duce concealed enemies among his troops, whom 
they could ufe as occafion fhould offer. The 
Tla/calans were then ordered to draw near the 
city at day-break, and to enter the town and 
join the Spaniards and Zempoallans at the firtt 
diicharge of the fire-arms. At night having fe- 
cured the quarters with guards and centinels, he 
lent for Motezuma’s Ambaffadors, and told them 
that he had difcovered a confpiracy formed a- 
gainft him by the Caciques and citizens of Cho- 

lua, whom he was refolved to punifh, not onl 
lor their perfidious breach of hofpitality, but 
for their pretending that they had received or- 
ders and ailiftance from Motezuma, and that he 
was 
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was not fo much provoked at their treacheroy ME 


intentions towards him, as at their prefuming to 
lay theircrime tothe charge of the tmperor. Th 
Ambafladors appeared overwhelmed with terror 
and confufion, pretended to be ignorant of the 
con{piracy, and endeavoured to fave Motexumds 
credit, while Cortes. rejoiced at this opportunity 
of defeating the arts of the Mexican prince, and 
at the fame time ae. the reputation of hi 
arms. 

Early in the morning came the carriers with 
fome provilions, though i in a fmall quantity, and 
afterwards a greater number of armed Jndiam 
than Corteshad demanded. ‘Thefe he fecured in 
feveral parts of his quartefs, on pretence of 
forming his battalions in the ufual manner. 
Then putting his men in order, and mounting 
his horie, he fent for the Caciques, and when 
they appeared, told them in a loud and angry 
voice, ‘Chat as he had difcovered’ their conipr 
racy, he would fo feverely punifh them, that 
they fhould repent of their treachery. Scarce 
had he began to ipeak, when they hafted away 
with great r expedition to join their own forces, 
infulting him with threats and abute, which they 
uttered as they fled. Cortes then commanded 
his infantry to fall upon the foldiers, whom he 
had kept divided in the fquares of his quarters, 
all of.whom were foon deftroyed, except a few 
who threw themfelves from the walls and efca- 
ped. This bloody flaughter being ended, he 
gave the fignal for the Tlaji alans to advance, “and 
tien marched flowly into the principal ftreet, 
having firft left a guard in the quarters, and de- 
tached fome Ze; ypeallans to ditcover the trencne’, 

iD 


by HERNANDO CORTES. 85 
min order that the horfe might efcape the danger. 
In the mean time the Chol/ulans called in the Mex:- 
ans, and entering a large fquare, in which were 
hree temples, pofted a number of men in the 
porches, and tops of the towers, while the’ rett 
sere divided ,into feveral bodies to engage the 
yaniards.  Juit as Cortes’s troops entered this 
are, and the charge was given, the Z/a/- 
alars clofed with the enemies rear, and threw 
hem into fuch diforder, that they neither knew 
ow to fly nor to defend themfelves, fo that they 
ellin heaps without refiftance. The terraces 
and fteps of the temples were fo crouded with 
amed men, that they could {carce turn them- 
elves, or find room to fix their arrows ; when 
ortes advancing to the largeft temple, com- 
anded hisintrepreters to proclaim a pardon and 
ree pafflage to all who would come down and 
ty MBurrender themfelves: but this proffer, though 
Pi BRwice repeated, being rejected by all but one 
hat Bifnian, he caufed the artillery to play upon the 
1 Memples, fo that great numbers perifhed in 
vay MRbeir ruins. And all the other temples be- 
Ming deftroyed in the fame manner, there were 
1ey Mbove fix thoufand of the natives and Mcai- 
Jed Bons lain. The Tlafcalans having pillaged the 
he wn, Cortes afligned them lodgings without the 
8) MEity, and then retired to his own quarters, where 
few dering the principal perfons of the town, who 
ca Mad been taken prifoners, togetherwith theprieits 
he Bind Judian woman, whom he had kept confined, 
and Ho be brought before him, he exprefied his con- 
ety MRern at their having obliged him to inflict fo 
evere a punifhment upon the city, publifhed a 
eneral pardon, and defired the Caciques to call 
back 
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back the fugitives. The Ambaffadors congn. 
tulated Cortes on his cee and the citizens be 
ing encouraged by his offers of peace, returned 
to their houfes, and opened their fhops, fo tha 
the tumult immediately fubfided. 

The day after the action, Xicotencal arrived a 
the. head of 20,000 men, which the Y/a/calam 
had fent to the afliftance of the Spaniards ; but 
Cortes having returned them his acknowledg 
iments, informed their general. that he woud 
{oon begin his march to Mexico, and thati 
would be improper to exafperate Motezuma b 
bringing fuch anumber of his declared enemie 
into his dominions, when Xécetencal acknowledg 
ing the juftice of ‘this obiervation, promited t 
retire, and keep the troops in readinefs in cat 
he fhould have occafion for them. But befor 
their departure, Cortes brought about a peace be 
tween the republic and Ciolula, by which meag 
he opened a way for the 7/a/calans to fupply hut 
with fuccours, and remov ed all impediments t 
his retreat. 

Some of the Zempoallens now defiring !ea 
to return home, Cortes granted their requett, a1 
took this opportunity of fending fome prefer 
to their Cacique, and at the fame time fent Ju 
d’ Efcalante a fhort account of his‘fuccefs, de 
firing him to ftrengthen Vera Cruz with add 
tional fortifications, in order to fecure it fromtl 
reft!efs ambition of Diego Vilaf,uez. 

About this time new ambaffadors arrived fro 
the Emperor of Mexico, who had been inform 
of all that had paffed at Cholula, and being Wi 
ling to efcape the fufpicion of having had a 
concern in the affair, not only thanked Cortes {0 

chaftiti 
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hattifing thofe traitors ; but fent him a prefent 
of great value, by w hich means he thought to 
lead the Spaniards into a blind fecurity, that 
they might the eafier fall into a inare he had 
prepared for them. 

Cortes having ftaid fourteen days at Cholula, 
roceeded: tow vards Mexico, and the firtt night 
lodged in a village, to which the chiefs of the 
neighbouring towns repaired with preients. 
Son them Cortes heard the fame complaints of 
Motezuma as in the more diftant provinces, and 
was informed that’ the Mexicans had placed a 
eonfiderable ambufcade on the other fide of a 
mountain he was to pafs the next day ; that they 
had topped up the high road, and opened ano- 
ther which ended in precipices, andthat the S4a- 
sith army when perplexed with difficulties, was 
to be fuddenly charged, where their horfes could 
be of no iervice, and the foot have no room to 
form. Cortes, though highly incenfed. at this 
pis ce of treachery, itifed his refentment, and 
the next day profecuted his march over 4 very 
craggy mountain, adjoining to the Volcano, pro- 
ceedin g with great caution. When he hadreached 
the top, he perceived the.two roads which had 
been defcribed to him, and turning with great 
compo ire to the Mewicaz Ambaffadors, heafked 
tie reafon why one of them was blocked up with 
meet and ftones, and the other but newly — 

which they anfivered, that the new road w 
& celled for his convenience, and the other hop: 
ped up, on account of its being more fteep and 
aiicult. Cortes reply’d, ‘* You are but little 
“ acquainted with the genius of our nation, for 
we will march in this road for no other rea- 
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‘¢ fon than its difficulty.”” He then defired his 
Indian friends to march before, and remove the 
obitacles to his paflage, which to the amazement 
of the Ambaffadors was foon done, for they ne. 
ver dreamt that he fufpected their defign. When 
the Jndians in ambuicade obferved'that the Spa- 
niards marched in the royal road, they concluded 
that they were difcovered, and began to retire in 
great diforder; while Cortes defcended, without 
oppofition, into the plain, and paffed the night in 
{ome houfes built for the reception of the Mex. 
can merchants, whoreforted to the fairs of Ci. 
lula, 

In the mean time Motezuma being difpirited 
by thefe diiappointments, grew daily more and 
more devout ; reforted to the temples ; increafed 
the number of human facrifices, and at length 
affembling his magicians, ordered them upon 
pain of death to fet out to meet the Spintards 
and either to ftupify or overcome themby the fore 
of their enchantments. In compliance with this 
command, a confiderable number of necroman- 
cers fet out, but having pertormed their incanta- 
tions w ithout fuccefs, returned to Motexuma, and 
told him, that the God Telcatlepuca, from whom 
famine and plagues proceeded, had appeared 10 
them in a garment girt with a robe of wicker, 
declaring that Motezuma’s ruin was decreed, and 

the diffolution of the Empire at hand. The fi- 
perftitions King was ftruck dumb with this re 
es till at length recovering his {peech, ‘he cri 
‘¢ If our Gods forfake us, let the ftrangers 

i ‘come. It would be difhonourable to tum 
‘* our backs upon misfortunes,” and then, afer 
a fhort pauie, added, ‘* [ lament the old men, 
** womel 
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¢ women and children, who cannot defend them- 
‘felves.”? From this moment he began to pre- 
are for the entertainment of the Spaadards. Alt 
he difcourfe of Mexico turned upon their afto- 
nifhing actions, and the prodigies by which their 
oming had been foretold, and thefe topics of 
onveriation produced a prepoffeifion tha: was 
bfolutely neceflary to enable fuch a handful of 
nen to penetrate to the verycourt of fuch a pow- 
rful Prince. 

Yortes having pafled the mountain, advanced the 
dllowing day to a village in the jurifdiction of 
haleo, where he was vilited by the principal 
acique of the province, and others in that 
eighbournood, who brought him provifions and 
ther prefents, and when unobierved by the Mexi- 
» Ambafiadors complained of Aorezuina’s ty- 
ainy, the weight of their taxes, and his taking 
eir women to gratify his luft, and that of his 
inifters, by which means the wre found no 
rotection in the bed of her hufband, nor the 
aighter in the arms of her mother, 

The next day Cortes purfued his march four 
agues thro’ a delightful country, adorned with 
mf ine and beautitul gardens, till he arrived at 
, Me Vilage built on a creek of the great lake, 
here he chofe totake up his lodgings. ‘Thither 
ts le Mexicavs reforted with their arms and mili- 
| ty ornaments, in fuch numbers as raifed Cor/es s 
bicions ; when, in order to keep them at a pro- 
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eo tdittance, he caufed fome fire-arms and pieces 
va arailery to be fired in the air, at which they 
fern {0 terrified, that they hattily retired. How- 


cr he was vilited in the morning by one of 
Vor, {], I Mores 
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Motezuma’s nephews, who was Lord of Texeuco: 
he was a young man, had an agreeable perfon, 
and was carried onthe fhoulders of fome of his 
fervants, in a chair adorned with a variety of 


feathers curioufly diverfified. He no fooners 


lighted, than his fervants went before to fweep 
the ground, and keep back the people on each 
fide. Cortes going to the door of his apartment 


-received him with alow bow, which the Prine 


returned by touching the earth, and then hi 
lips with his right hand, which falutation being 
pated, he fat down, and with an eafy air wel 
comed him and all his Captains ; {poke of Mor. 
xuma’s amicable difpofition, and mentioned tl 


difficulties that oppofed his going to Mexico, 


account of that year’s barrennefs, by which th 
people were much diftrefled, fo that ftranger 
could be but -ill accommodated where the m 
tives wanted neceflaries. To which Corteste 
plied, that the King his matter having fome in 
portant reafons for offering his friend{hip t o M 
texuma, he, his fervant, with great refpecta 
cepted the liberty he had received of deliverin 
his Embafly, without being in pain for the pr 
fent {carcity, fince the Spaniar ds required butli 
tle nourifhment, and even def{pifed the incon 
niencies which ‘afflicte ed men of an inferior ip 
cies. ‘The Emperor’s nephew then received 
prefent of fome falfe jewels made of glafs, : 
which he fhewed great figns of joy, and havi 
accompanied the army as far as Tezeuco, thec 
pit: al of his dominions, proceeded to Mexico, 

give an account of his kmbafly. 
The city of Texeuco was one of the largelt 
the Empire, and in grandeur was but ie 
ef! 


te 


rls oT « Ht =—~ Tl cn he @ Bore foe 


cS Moe 


= 


7 


ut 

One 
Tt {pe 
ived 


/ : pn 
by HERNANDO CORTES, gt 


ferior to Mexico itfelf. It extended along the 
banks of a {pacious lake, at the beginning of the 
Mexicancauleway. ‘The houfes were very beau- 
tifyl and the ftreets regular, and what was ftill 
more extraordinary, frefh water was brought in 
pipes to every houfe. Corr-s purfued his march 
over the caufeway, which was twenty feet broad, 
and compofed of ftone, andin the midway came 
to another town of about 2060 houfes, called 
Quitlavaca, which was founded in the water, 
whence it afterwards obtained the name of Vene- 
gueia OY Little Venice. Here the Cacique, at- 


tended by a fplendid retinue, came out to meet 


him, and preffed him to honour his city with 
{pending the night there. .To which he thought 
proper to confent ; for he began to fufpect that 
the Mexicans might break the caufeway, or ob- 
ftruct his march by taking away the bridges. 
From this place the Spaxiards had a view of the 
greateft part of the lake, which was beautified 
with towns, adorned with towers and pinnacles, 
gardens and caufeways, that feemed to float up- 
on thewater. ‘lhe battlements of the houtes 
were filled with people; multitudes of Indians 
approached in their canoes to behold the Spam- 
niards, and the whole formed a profpect that was 
at once new and extremely noble. In this city, 
they were entertained witha politenefs that fhew- 
ed its neighbourhood to the court. 

About break of day the next morning, the 
Spaniards formed themfelves upon the cauleway, 
which was there wide enough to allow eight 
horfes to march in front, and the whole army, 
which confifted of 450 Spaxiards and 6000 Jn- 
dian allies, proceeded on their march to Jx/a- 

J 2 palapa, 
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palapa, a city built in a moft delightful and 

commodious fituation, part of it upon the lake, 

and the other part on the fhore. lt confifted of 
10,020 houtes, of two or three ‘tories high. The 
Lord of this city, accompanied by the Princes o 
two other towns bordering upon the lake, came 
out to meet Cortes with three feparate prefents 
of gold, fowls, fruit, and other provifions. The 
Spaniards entered the city amidft the loud accla. 
mations of the people; lodgings were prepared 
for them in the Prince’s own palace, which was 
a large and well-built edifice, with many apart- 

menis both above and below itairs, among which 
were feveral chambers with flat roofs of, cedar, 
furnifhed with cotton hangings, curiouily paint. 
ed: Here were many conduits of excellent wa- 
ter, conveyed by aqueducts from the neighbour 
ing mountains, aad a confiderable number of 
large and well cultivated gardens, particularly 
one that was far more beautiful and fpacious than, 
the reft, and belonged to the Cacique. It con- 
fitted of {quares adorned with a variety of flow- 
ers, a parterre withdivifions made of canes inter- 
woven with odoriterous fhrubs, and fruit-trees 
‘difpoted into walks. Inthe middle was a qua- 

drangular pond of frefh water, encompaffed with 
fteps to the bottom, each fide extended 400 
paces. Here were kept the moft delicate fith; 

and it at the fame time ferved as a retreat to4 
great number of herons, wild-ducks, and other 
forts of water fowl, 
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Cortes enters Mexico, where he is met by Mote- 
zuma, who comes in great State to welcome hin 
to the City; afterwards confers with him at his 
Quarters, and grants him an Audience in the royal 
Palace. A Defcription of the City of Mexico, 
avith an Account of the Grandeur, Wealth, and 
Power of the Emperor, and the Religion and 
Policy of the Mexican Goverument. 


ARLY in the morning the Spaniards \cft 
the city of /ztapalapa, and beginning their 


the great city of Mexico, diftinguifhed above the 
rly Bi ret by the height of its towers, and the gran- 
al @deur and multiplicity of its buildings. On their 
M* Mhaving marched about half way, they were met 
W- Biby a body of about 4000 nobles and officers of 


the city, who came out to meet them, and hav- 
eS Bling paid their obedience, turned about and ad- 
Wa" Mivanced before the troops. At a {mall diftance 


ith from Mexico, the caufetvay was croffed by a bul- 
Ae wark of ftone, where the entrance into the city 
bf 


was fecured by gates, a draw-bridge, and a fecond 
04 Bifortification. 
het Mion the other fide of the bridge, than they fell 

back on each fide, and made-a lane for the army 

to pals through, when there appeared a {pacious 
treet, the houfes of which were uniformly built, 
and the windows and battlements filled with 
pectators ; though no body was feen pafling 
I 3 through 


march in their accuftomed order, foon difcovered 


The nobles had no fooner paffed : 
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through the ftreets ; for Motexzma had givenor. 
ders for their being cleared, as he had himfelf re. 
folved to fhew Cortes an extraordinary mark of 
favour by his coming out to meet him. 

Scarce had the Spaziards entered the city when 
they perceived the firft troop of the royal ret. 
nue, which confiited of 200 noblemen of M. 
texuma’s houfhold uniformly adorned with fea. 
thers, who approached in two files. with thei 
eyes fixed on the ground, obferving the ftrittet 
filence ; but.on their approaching the Spaniard, 
fell back on each fide. Then appeared ata 
confiderable diftance a largercompany more rich 
ly adorned, in the midit of whom was Mit 
zumaina chariot of burnifhed gold, furrounded 
with beautiful feathers, and carried on the 
fhoulders of his favourites, while four per 
jons of diftinétion held over his head a canopj 
of green feathers interwoven with ornaments 
filver. He was preceded by three officers wit 
golden rods, which they from time to time lifte 
up as a fignal of the Emperor’s approach, tnd 
all might proftrate themfelves, and hide thei 
heads. Cortes difmounted—at a {mall diitanet 
and Motezuma at the fame time alighted from li 
chariot, when fome of the Jzdians advanced be 
fore and {pread carpets, that his feet might nd 
touch the ground. He came forwards with! 
flow and folemn pace, leaning upon his couhn 
the Princes of Zezeuco and Jztapalapa. He wi 
about forty years of age, of a middie ftatur 
and had a good prefence ;_ but his conflituti 
feemed rather delicate than robuft. He had aj 
aquiline nofe, and a fairer complexion than th 
reit of the Me,.z-aus; his eyes were live'y, an 
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hair reached a little below his‘ears ; but his look, 
though thoughtful, was majeftic: he wore on 
his head a kind of golden mitre; a mantle of 
fine cotton, covered with gold, pearls, and pre- 
cious {tones, was carelefsly tied on his fhoulders ; 
and his fhoes, which refembled the fandals of 
the Romans, confifting of a golden tole bound to 
his foot, with ftudded ftraps that came round a 
part of his leg. : 

Cortes, on teeing him, alighted, haftily ad- 
vanced, and made a profound reverence, which 
Motezuma returned in the manner of his coun-’ 
try, by touching the ground with his hand and 
kifing it, at which the Jfexicaus were greatly 
aftonifhed, fince they had never feen any of their 
Emperors give fuch an initance of condefcenfion. 
Cortes wore about his neck achain of glafs, cu- 
rioullyfet in imKation of diamonds andemerailds, 
which he had referved as a prefent for his firtt 
audience, and coming up cloie to the Emperor, 
he threw it abour his neck. The Princes who 
fupported him fhewed fome emotion, and inter- 
poied to prevent. Cortes, fignifying that it was un- 
lavful to approach fo near: but they were re- 
prinanded by Motezuma, who bowed his head 


to fhew that he accepted the prefent, and which 


he returned by putting upon Corves’s neck a rich 
ornament of crimifon fhells, jomed together with 
great art, at each of which hung four crabs of 
gold of excellent workmanthip. Cortes then 
made a fhort fpeech, which being aniwered by 
Mutesuma, he ordered one of his fupporters to 
conduct the ttranger to his lodging, and then 
aning on the other went to his chair and re- 
turned to his palace. 


In 


96 The Conavest of MEXICO, 
In this manner Cortes entered the city of Mex. 
co, on the eighth of Nowember 1519. One of the 
royal palaces was provided for the Spaniards, |i 
was built by Motezun.’s father, and was lar 
enough to lodge the whole army. It had very 
thick {tone walls, was flanked with towers, and 
many of the chambers were furnifhed with cot: 
ton hangings, and feather-work of various co- 
Jours. ‘The chairs were formed out of folid 
pieces of wood, and the bedtteads had curtains 
like pavilions, the beds themfelves were of palm 
mats, and the bolfters of the fame rolled up 
Cortes entered thefe lodgings a little after twelve 
at noon, and had no fooner diftributed his guards 
and placed his artillery before the gate, than he 
found a fplendid banquet prepared for himfelf 
and his ofhcers, and great plenty of provifions i, 
drefied for the foldiers, with many Mexicans, who Hm. 
immediately waited upon them in the moft pro i, 
‘tound filence. 
In the evening Cortes was vifited by Motezxuma, MM. 
whocameinthefamettate as before; Cortcswent to Mm. 
the principal fquare to meet him, and after mak- 7, 
ing a profound reverence, entered the apartment Hi, 
with JZorezuma, who took his feat with an alti. 


of majefty, and ordered a chair to be'brought 


for Cortes: when the company retiring to fome 
dittance he is faid to have addreffed himfelf to 
him to the following purpofe: ‘* Before you gy, 
‘¢ mention the particulars of your Embafly,. l- 
“+ luftrious Captain, let you and I lay afide the i 
‘¢ prejudices we have each imbibed of the other, 

‘¢ from the mifreprefentations of common. fe 


‘¢ port. You have been in tome places rold that 


¢¢ Tama God, that my power is invincible, and 
66 my 
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¢ myrichesimmenfe ; that my palaces arecovered 
“ with gold, and that the earth groans beneath 
*‘ the weight ofmy treafure. Uponother occations 
* vouhaveheardthat lamatyrant,in{folent,cruel, 
and unjuift ; but you have been impofed upon 
“‘ by both reprefentations : this arm of ftefh and 
‘ blood fhews that I am mortal, and thefe walls 
and roots demonitrate that my palaces are not 
covered with gold, and from thefe inftances 
you may conclude tha the account of my 
vices is allo exaggerated by the malice of my 


SS 


>. oe) a os 


ze enemies. We have alfo received various ac- 
ve counts of you; fome have aiflirmed that you 
rds ‘are Gods who grafp the thunder, command 
he ‘ the elements, and compel the beaits of the fo- 
felf ‘ reft to obey your directions. You have been 
ons ME reprefented by. others as proud, vindictive, 
ho Mg. Voluptuous, and tran{ported with an infatiable 
sig ‘ thirft after the gold which our country pro- 

‘duces. Yet Inow fee that I have been alike 
a, ‘deceived by thefe different accounts. You 
ttoM™. ae made like other men, and only diftin - 
oe ‘guilhed from us, by the peculiarities of your 
lent | own country. The beatts that fo readily obey 
ait fe, YO" arelarge deer trained up to difcipline. 
oht I Your arms that produced lightening, I con- 
one fe cclve to be barrels of metal, and their effect, 


=~ 


tof uke that of our farbacans, proceeds from air 
you comprefied and ftriving for vent; and as to 
‘af the fire, noife, ‘and fmoke, they furely are 
owing troenchantment. Inaword, we be- 
lieve that the great Prince to whom you pay 
“ree Obedience, is a defcendant of Quezalcoal, Lord 
that ME Ol the feven caves of the Navatlagues, and 


lawful fovereign of the feven nations that 
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«* gave rife to the Mexican Empire. For from 
*‘ the tradition of many agés, we know that 
“* he left thefe countries to conquer new regions fi «. 
‘* in the eaft, with a promife that in procefs ff.. 
‘* time his defcendants fhould return to new-mofill « 
*¢ del our laws, and reform our government, 
“* We have therefore already determined, that 
“* every thing fhall be done for the honour of iy; 
** Prince who is the offspring of fuch an ili. 
‘* trious progenitor.” ‘To this fpeech Cortes te. 
plied to the following purpoie: ‘* We have, tt 
“* is true, Sir, heard very oppofite accounts d 
‘* your character, which fome have extolled, 
‘* and others have villified ; but as the Spaniari 
‘* have penetration enough to diftingutfh the co 
** lours of difcourfe, we have given no creti 
**‘ either to your flatterers or your rebels, bit 
‘* come into your prefence with full affuranced 
*¢ your being a great and equitable Prince. Yo 
<¢ jutily conclude we are mortal, though mor 
‘¢ intelligent and valiantthan your yaffals. Ou 
‘s beafts are not deer, but are of a more generol 
‘* f{pecies, inclined to war, and afpiring, with! 
‘* kind of ambition, to the glory of their m 
‘¢ ters: and as to our arms, theyare made byht 
‘¢ man induftry, without the affiftance of magi 
‘¢ an abominable art which we deteft. [a 
«¢ come as Ambaflador to your Majefty from th 
<< moft powerful Monarch on whom the i 
*¢ fheds his beams at his firft rifing. Hed 
‘¢ fires to be your friend and confederate, a 
«¢ though according to your traditions he mig 
‘¢ pretend to be more abfolute in thefe dom 
<< nions, he makes no other we of his authorttf 


‘< but to promote your advantage, and to © 
| be ville 
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‘ vince you that you have departed from the 
‘ worfhip of the true God, ‘to pay your adora- 
‘tion to infenfible pieces of wood, carved 
‘out by your own hands, to whom you inhu- 


rr Ps ca -~ 


- 


‘manly facrifice your fellow creatures.” He 
made ufe of other argument to induce Motezu- 
ma to renounce his idolatry, and having ended 
his fpeech, :the Emperor arofe, faying, ** I ac- 
“cept the friendfhip and confederacy of the 
‘‘ oreat defcendant of Yzexalcoal, but all Gods 
“ure good, and yours may be {fo without of- 
‘‘ fence to mine. In the mean time repofe your- 
felves, you are in your own houfe, where 
“ vou fhall be punctually ferved with all poilible 
“ refpectt.” He then gave orders for fome 
Mexicans without to bringin a prefent that he 
defigned for Cortes, and which was a very valu- 
able one, confifting of pieces of gold, cotton robes, 
and other curiofities, and at the fame time, with 
an air of chearful generofity, he diftributed fome 
jewels among the Spaxziards who were prefent. 
The next day Cortes demanded an audience, 
which was immediately granted, he therefore 
dreffed himfelf in his gayeft apparel, without 
quitting his arms, and fet out for the palace with 
juan Velafquez de Leon, Diego de Ordaz, Pedro 
de Alverado, and fix or feven favourite foldiers. 
The ftreets were crouded with vaft multitudes 
or people, who made way to let them pats, often 
pronouncing amidit their acclamations the word 
Teule or God, with which the Spaniards were 
pletfed, from the opinion that this extraordinary 
veneration would contribute to their fucceis. At 
lome diftance appeared Motezvmz’s palace, a 
prodigious pile of building, which had thirty 
gatcs 
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_ gates that opened to as many different ftreets 
The principal front took. up one fide of a {pa 
cious iquare, and was of red, white, and black 
jaiper, beautifully pclifhed, and in a lar ge fhield 
over the gate was reprefented Mote<uma’s army, 
a grithn with its wings extended, holding a ty. 
ger in its talons. Ww hen the Spaniards ap 
proached this entrance, the Adexicans who ac. 
companied Cortes walked up to one fide of tt, 
then retiring, formed a femicircle that they might 
enter two a-breaft; for it was efteemed irreve. 
rent to enter the roy al palace in acroud. = After 
their having pafied three {quares, they reached 
Mote. uma’s apartments, W hich they adinired for. 
their largeneis and furniture. The.walls were 
covered with cotton hangings, wmterwoven with 
the furs of rabbits, and the innermoft rooms were 
adorned with a very beautiful kind of tapetiry, 
compoied of feathers. The floors were covered: 
with mats, and the roofs were of cypretis, cedar, 
and other kinds of odoriferous woods, adorned 
with foliages and relievos, and though the we 
cs nals was unknown to the Mexican‘, the 
ciclings were fo contrived, that the planks fup- 
ported each other. In thefe f{pacioys rooms 
were oilicers who guarded the entrancé, and at 
the door of the antichamber, were the “nobility 
and mag uitrates, who receiv ed Cortes with’ much 
civility, but detai ned him till they had taken of 
their fandals, and rich mantles, and put on others 
that made a lefs {plendid appearance, for they 
thought it prefumptuous to appear in their richett 
opp wel before the Emperor, Metezuma, who was 
ianding with all his enfigns of royalty about him, 
adv anced fome fieps to meet Cortes, who com- 
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ing forwards with a low bow, the Emperor laid 


his hands upon his fhoulders, gave the reft of the. 


Spaniards afmile, and then {eating himfelf, de- 
fred them to fit, and entered into converfation 
with great freedom ; afked feveral queftions, re- 
lating to the manners and politics of the eaftern 
countries, and made very judicious remarks upon 
the anfwers of Co;#-s. Hethen mentioned, how 
uch the Mexicans were obliged to the defcen- 
dants of their firft King, and feemed to rejoice 
in having the prophecy fulfilled in his reign. 
ortes turned the difcourfe upon religion, and 
articularly exclaimed againft human facrifices 
vith fuch warmth, that M-tezwma from that day 
anifhed difhes of human flefh from his table, 
though he maintained, that there was no cruelty 
1 offering to the gods the prifoners of war, who 
were already condemned to death. 
Some days after this interview, Motezuma, 
yho was {till very fond of his own religion, con- 
luted Cortes and fome of his principal officers, 
ith father Bartholomew, to the chief temple, in 
der to let them fee its magnificence ; but before 
ey were admitted, he cautioned them to behave 
nth decency. ‘The gates of this {pacious edi- 
ce being opened, he himfelf explained the par- 
tulars of their worfhip with fuch folemnity, 
excited the, laughter of the Spaniards, whole 
idenefs upon this occafion is not excufable. 
tes being here tranfported by aridiculous and 
meafonable zeal, cried to Motexuma, ** Allow 
me, Sir, to fix the Crofs of Chrift, before 
thefe images of the devil, and you will fee 
whether they deferve adoration or contempt.” 


th Morezuma and the priefts were enraged at » 
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this propofal; the former defired them to with. 
draw, and following them to the threfhold, added, 
‘¢ You may return to your houfe, my friends,but 
‘¢ J fhall ftay to afk pardon of my gods, for hav. 
‘¢ ing fuffered you to proceed fo far.” Yet not. 
withftanding his zeal for his religion, he was {fo 
far from thinking of tyrannizing over the con, 
{ciences of the Spaniards, that he ordered work. 
men to be fent to afhit them in fitting up a cha. 
pel, in which both he and his chiefs were fre. 
quently prefent when mafs was performed. 

It may here be proper to give a more particu. 
lar defcription of the city of Mexico, which was i , 
divided into two parts, one, where the meaner y 
fort refided was called T/arelv/co, while the other, HM ¢ 
appropriated to the court and the nobility, hadi . 
the name of Mexico, which from thence wai, 
given to the whole city, that contained 60,0008 ¢ 
families. This capital ftood in a fpacious plain, i j 
encompaffed by high rocks and mountains, fromi § 
which many rivulets falling down into the valley ¢ 
farmed feveral lakes, among which there werel 5 
two that extended about 30 leagues in circum- f; 
ference, and were furrounded by fifty towns , 
Thefe lakes had a communication with eachil f, 
other through openings left in a itone wall, by 
which they were divided, and over thefe open- 
ings were wooden bridges, with fluices on each 
fide, by which the lower lake was fupplied from 
the other. The water of the uppermoft wa 
frefh, while that of the lake was falt, which 
folely proceeded from the nature of the foil 
The city of AZexico ftood in the middle of the 
falt lake, in 19°. 13’. north latitude, yet it en- 


joyed a mild and healthy climate. It wai 
joinet 
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joined to the main landby three noble caufeways. 


The ftreets were ftraight and large,. and had 
a great number of canals for the convenience 
of water-carriage, in barks and canoes of dif- 
ferent fizes ; above 50,coo of which belonged 
tothe city. All the public edifices and houfes 
of the nobility were built of ftone, and though 
the dwellings of the common people were 
meaner and more irregular, they, as well as the 
others, were laid out in fuch a manner, as to 
form feveral courts; in’ which their merchan- 
dize was expofed to fale. In the fquare of Tla- 
tlulco, fairs were kept on certain days of the 
year, and thongh this was one of the largeft 
{quares in the world, it was on fuch occafions 
entirely filled with tents, covered with coarfe 
cotton cloth, that afforded fhelter both from 
the fun and rain. ‘They here fold by barter, 
jewels, gold chains, various utenfils made of 
flver, paintings, beautiful landfkips made by @ 
curious arrangement of feathers, different forts 
of cloth, drinking cups of a kind of porcelain, 
fruit, fith, and all kinds of provifions; either 
maize or cacoas ferved as money for things: of 
imall value. Here a houfe was appointed for 
the judges of commerce, who decided all the 
difputes that arofe among the merchants, and 
even employed inferior officers to maintain juftice 
and good order in the fair. 

Their temples, as has been already obferved, 
were f{pacious and magnificent, particularly 
that dedicated to Vitzlipurzli, their god of war, 
their fupreme deity. A wall of hewn {ftone, 
on which was cut wreaths of ferpents, furround- 
eda large fquare, and though the houfes of the 
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priefts and their fervants were erected round thé 
infide of this wall, there was left room fuff 
cient for 10,000 perfons to dance upon. thei 
folemn feftivals. On each fide of the wall was 
agate, over which ftood four ftatues of ftone, 
repreienting fome inferior deities, to whom the 
people paid reverence as they entered. Ata 
{mall diftance from the principal gate was a 
place of worfhip flat on the top, the four fides 
of which were encompaffed by trunks of trees 
with holes bored in them at equal diftances, 
through which paffed feveral bars run through 
the heads of men who had been facrificed. In 
the centre of the fquare ftood a lofty ftone 
‘tower, with a ftair-cafe that confifted of 120 
fteps, by which the people afcended to the top, 
where was a flat pavement, 40 feet {quare, beau- 
tifully paved with jafper, and furrounded with 
a balluftrade of a ferpentine form. At the top 
of the ftairs ftood two marble ftatues well exe- 
cuted, fupporting two large candlefticks of an 
extraordinary make. A little farther was 4 
green ftone raifed about three feet from the 
_ pavement, on which the priefts extended the 
miferable victim, while they opened his breatt 
and plucked out‘his heart. Beyond this ftone 
ftood a chapetof excellent workmanfhip, which 
fronted the ftair-cafe, and here the idol was 
placed upon a high altar, furrounded with cur 
tains. This idol was in the form of a man 
fitting in a chair, fuftained by a blue globe, 
furnifhed with four reds, which project from 
the fides, each terminating in a ferpent’s head. 
By thefe rods, the idol was carried by the prieffs 


On their fhoulders when it was expofed to pes 
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lic view ; on the head of the god was a hel- 
met compofed of plumes, in the form of a bird, 


with a bill and creft of burnifhed gold. The 
countenance of this deity was horrible, his fore- 
head and nofe: being {wathed with blue bands ; 
inhis right hand he held a curling ferpent, and 
in the other four arrows and a fhield, with 
five white plumes placed in the form of a crofs. 
On the left hand was another of the fame 
fize and form, for the idol T/alock, the fup- 
pofed brother of that already defcribed, and 
equally revered by the Mexicans. ‘The orna- 
ments of thefe chapels were of ineftimable va- 
lue. The city of Mexico had eight temples 
built nearly in the fame manner; but thofe of 
a {maller fize, dedicated to different idols, a- 
mounted to 2000, 

Motezuma had, befides the palace in which 
he kept his court, feveral magnificent pleafure- 
houfes, one of which was a noble building, 
fupported by pillars of jafper. In this edifice 
he had an aviary of thofe birds that are moft 
remarkable on account of their finging or fea- 
thers, and thefe were fo numerous, that 300 
men were faid to be employed in attending 
them. At a fmall diftance was another very 
large edifice, where Motezuma’s fowlers refided 
and took care of his birds of prey, among 
which were fome bred to the game, like our 
hawks; and in,the fame place were eagles of 
an extraordinary fize, and extremely voracious. 
In the fecond {quare of this laft building were 
kept the wild beafts, as lions, tigers, bears and 
Mexican bulls, which are remarkably fierce 
and ftrong, and over their dens was a large 


K 3 apart- 


106 Zhe Conavest of MEXICO, 


apartment, where buffoons and montfters were 
ss for the Emperor’s diverfion. 

n Motezuma’s armories 2 great number of 
workmen were employed in making fhafts for 
arrows, grinding flints for the points, and in 
forming all kinds of offenfive and defenfive 
weapons. In another building the arms wer 
depofited in great order; thefe confifted of 
two-handed {words edged with flint, darts, jave. 
lins, bows, arrows, and quivers, head-pieces, 
breaft-plates, quilted jackets, and others mace 
of impenetrable fkins to cover the whole body, 
which they carried rolled up on their left fhoul- 
ders, and put them on when they were rev 
dy to engage. All thefe feveral houfes had 
fpacious and well cultivated gardens, in which 
were a great variety of flowers and medicinal 
herbs fet in fquares. They were alfo adorned 
with fountains and beautiful fummer-houfes. 

But the moft fingular of all Motezuma’s edi- 
fices was his houfe of forrow, to which he re 
tired in cafe of any public calamity, or at the 
death of a favourite relation. It was wel 
calculated’ for promoting gloomy reflections, 
for the walls, roofs, and ornaments were black, 
and no other light was admitted, but what 
proceeded from fome narrow openings in. the 
walls, which were but juft fufficient to difcover 
the gloomy objects within. 

Motezuma had alfo feveral pleafant country 
retreats, and large forefts for the chace of wild 
beafts, in which he greatly delighted. In 
thefe fports a number of perfons furrounded the 
game, and contracted the circle into a certain 
fpace, where he beheld the combats of hs 

huntimen 


attendance was divided betweem two bodies 
| . that 
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huntfmen with the wild beafts, in which the 
Mexicans were equally dexterous and daring. 

When an Emperor was élected, he was 
obliged to obtain fome victory over his enemies, 
before he was permitted to afcend the throne ; 
but having thus proved himfelf qualified for 
the tafk of reigning by his fuccefs, he returned 
in triumph, and having made his public entry 
with great ftate and folemnity, all the nobility, 
minifters, and priefts, attended him to the 
temple of the god of war, where he alight- 
ed from his chariot, and having offered the 
cuftomary facrifice, was clothed by the electors 
in royal robes, who alfo put into his right 
hand a golden {word as an enfign of juftice, and 
in his left a bow and arrows, to fignify his 
power andcommand in war. Then the Cacique 
of Jezexco placed a kind of gold mitre on his 
head. This ceremony being performed, one 
of the moft eloquent of the magiftrates made 
afpeech, in which he congratulated him on his 
new dignity; expatiated on the cares and 
troubles that attend a throne, and upon the 
duty of afovereign. The chief prieft then ap- 
proaching, tendered him an oath, by which he 
bound himfelf to maintain the religion of his 
anceftors, andthelaws and cuftoms of the em- 
pire, to treat his vaffals with lenity, and abfurd- 
ly promifed to procure feafonable rains, to pre- 
vent fterility, inundations, and the malignant 
influences of the fun and planets. 

Motezuma had two forts of guards, the one 
of 200 nobles, who ¢vere obliged to attend eve- 
ty day at the palace, to guard his perfon. This 
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that were upon duty by turns, comprehending 
the Lords of the whole empire, who were 
obliged to come to court from the moft diftant 

rovinces. ‘This wasa icneme which Morczuma 
himfelf had contrived for keeping the nobility 
in dependance, and rendering himftelf acquainted 
with their perfons, capacities, and diipofitions, 
His other guards were compofed of foldiers, who 
filled the courts of the palace, and were pofted 
in bodies at the principal gates. | 

Motezuma had two wives, who bore the title 
of Queens, and were the daughters of tributary 
Princes ; thefe were lodged in feparate apart. 
ments, and lived in equal fplendor. His concu 
bines, however, who were felected from the 
mott beautiful women throughout his domi. 
ons, exceeded 3000, and thefe, when difmified, 
were married by perions of the firft quality; 
for they were generally rich, and thought to be 
highly honoured by their being admitted to. the 
Emperor’s embraces. 

Though he often eat in public, it was always 
alone. His table was generally furnifhed with 
above 200 difhes of different meats, fome of 
which were well feafoned.. Of thefe. he choi 
a certain number for his own ufe, and the ref 
were divided among the nobles and his guard, 
He fat on a little ftool at a large low.table, the 
cloths and napkins of which were of fine cotton, 
His dining-room was divided in the middle by 4 
rail, which kept both the crowd and his own 
domeftics at a diftance, without obitruéting the 
view, and within the rails he was attended by 
three or four old favourite fervants. The dithes 
were brought in by twenty women richly orna- 
| m ented, 
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mented, who ferved up the meat, and prefented 
him with the cup. ‘Thecloths and napkins, as 
well as all the difhes of fine earthenware, on their 
being once ufed, were diftributed among the 


fervants. He fometimes drank out of cacoa, 
and other fhells, richly fet with jewels, and he 
alfo ufed gold cups and falvers. He drank fe- 
veral forts of liquor, one of which was a kind 
of beer made of maize; he had other liquors 
richly perfumed, and others again mixed with 
the juice of falutiferous herbs. After his meals 
he took a kind of chocolate, and imoaked to- 
bacco perfumed with liquid amber. Indeed the 
juice of this herb was one of the ingredients 
with which the priefts intoxicated themfelves 
whenever they were obliged to deliver -an ora- 
cular anfwer. ‘There were generally at the table 
three or four buffoons, who diverted the Empe- 
ror with their ludicrous talents; and at proper 
intervals he was entertained with mufic, com- 
poled of pipes and inftruments made of fea 
fhells, accompanied by voices, which formed 
an agreeable concert. ‘The fubject of thefe 
fongs was generally the memorable actions of 
their Kings, and the exploits of their anceftors. 
They had alfo merry fongs ufed in dancing, 
when the voice was accompanied with two little 
drums made of hollow pieces of wood, of dif- 
ferent fizes and founds; thefe were principaily 
wed in a dance called Mitates, practifed at feiti- 
vals, in which the nobles and common people 
wed fhouting and odd gefticulations, mingling 
together without diftinction, and drank to each 
other till they grew intoxicated. | 

Upon 
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Upon other occafions the people affembled in 
the porcHes and fquares of the temples, and mak 
matches for wreftling, running races, and {hoot- 
ing at the mark. Here were alfo rope-dancen, 
who performed with furprizing dexterity, with. 
out the affiftance of poles, and alfo great nun. 
bers of people playing at ball, near the {tatue 
of an idol, brought out by the priefts as the 
{uperintendant of that diverfion. In fhort, the 
people of Mexico were almoft daily diverted 
with fuch fpectacles and amufements, as were 
contrived by Mote::uma, to entertain them, and 
prevent their employing their thoughts to his 
prejudice. | 

The great revenue which enabled Moteruma 
to fupport the expence of his court, and to 
keep two large armies conftantly in the field, 
arofe from the contributions levied on the {fub- 
je&t, which amounted to one third of the annul 
produce of that vaft Empire; from the falt- 
workg# and other taxes, eftablifhed from time 
snpithorial, and from the produce of the 
gold and filver mines. All the towns in the 
neighbourhood of Mexico provided men for the 
King’s works, and fuel for the palace. The 
nobility were obliged to guard the Emperor’ 
perfon, to ferve in his armies with a certail 
number of vaffals, and to make him_prelents, 
which, though he received as gifts, they durt 
not neglect. He had different treafurers for al 
the different kinds of contributions, and the 
tribunal of the crown revenue, having iffued out 
what was neceflary for the expence of the p* 


laces and for war, converted the overplus m™ 
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to ingots of gold. Befides this tribunal, there 
was a council of juftice, which received ap- 
ot: pets from inferior courts ; a council of ftate, 
and a council of war ; judges of commerce, and 
other oficers. As they had no written laws, 
but were governed -by the cuftoms and inftitu- 
tions of their anceftors, their trials were fum- 


the fmmmary and verbal; murder, theft, adultery, and 
the Mmeny flight difretpect towards the Emperor, were 
red Mpuniied with death ; but all gather crimes were 


afily pardoned. 


and New-born infants were taken with great fo- 
hisfglemnity to the temples, where the priefts gave 


them {ome admonitions relating to the troubles. 
to which they were born. .When the child 


umn 

d to@™vas the fon of one of the nobles, they put a 
field, fvord into his right hand, and upon his left 
fub- mer a fhield, kept in the temple for that pur- 
nulMmpole. If he was of plebeian extraction, they 
f\t.[—put mechanical inftruments into his hands, 
timeMEEpit the females of both ranks were prefented 
> themmvith the fpindle and diftaff.. After this ~cere- 
1 thgmmony was performed, the infant was taken fo 


vr themeue altar, and his privities pricked with a thorn, 
Th cut with a lancet of flint, foas to draw a 
erorsMame drops of blood, which was no fooner done, 


han they were fprinkled with water. The 


ortain ime? 
hildren of the plebeians were inftructed in 


fents, 


durtEpublic fchools, and thofe of the nobility in 
or algmrell endowed colleges, where they paffed 
4 themmerough three fucceflive elaffes; in the firft of 


2d outfmerich they were taught to read the characters 
e praend hieroglyphics, and to repeat the hittorical 
us inMm2gs: In the fecond, they were inftructed in 


ome rules of civility, modefty, and a polite beha- 


viour ; 
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viour: And in the third they were inured to 
robuft exerciies, as wreftling, managing their 
erms; the hardfhips of fuffering hunger and 
thirft; and the inclemencies of the weather, 
Having acquired thefe qualifications, the young 
noblemen who were defigned for war were 
fent as volunteers to the army, in order to ac. 
cuftom them to dangers and hardfhips, where 
they were often placed among the baggage men, 
and their fhoulders loaded with provifions, to 
mortify their vanity, and inure their bodies to 
fatigue. After which they were obliged to giv 
. fome proofs of valour, before they could been 
rolled as foldiers. | 

Their marriage ceremony was very fimpl, 
for the contract being fettled, the parties ap 


peared in the temple, when the prieft having 


examined them with refpect to their mutu 
paffion, he tied a tip of the woman’s veil to 
the corner of the bridegroom’s garment, and a- 
companied them, joined in this manner, to 
their habitation, where they went feven time 
round the fire, and then fitting down to recene 
an equal fhare of the heat, the marriage. wa 
compleated. The hufband then requefted the 
bride’s portion ; but was afterwards obliged to 
reftore’ it, in cafe of feparation, which was 0 


ten effected by mutual confent. In that cal 
the boys remained with the father, and the gitls 


went with the mother, and the marriage being 

thus diffolved, the parties were forbid to jom 

again on pain of death. 
The Mexicans believed the immortality of 


the foul, and that it was rewarded or punihed 


in a future flate, but buried gold and filver with 
te 
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(0 Mmthe deceafed to defray the expence of their 
it Me journey, which they imagined to be long and 
nd @atroublefome. Some fervants were even flain to 
et, bear them company, and the wives frequently 
ng kilied themfelves, in order to accompany their 
ere Mmuufbands: And when the Emperor died, al} his 
ac: Mmhoufehold officers and favourites were obliged to 
follow him to the other world. 

The Mexicax year, as well as ours, confifted 
of 365 days, but was divided\jinto eighteen 
onths of twenty days each, and at the end 
of the year, five days, appropriated to pleafure 
and a ceffation from bufinefs, were added to 
make it anfwer the courfe of the fun; they had 
alio a kind of weeks of thirteen days, to which 
liferent names were given, and a rhuch longer 
period, {tiled ages, which confifted of four weeks 


atual Mf years. ‘Fhis large period was reprefented in 
il 0M very fingular manner. In the centre of a 
1 ac. Mircle, divided into fifty-two degrees, allowing 
;, MMR year for each, they painted the fun, from 
times Mhofe rays proceeded four lines of different 
ceive MPolours, which equally divided the circumference, 
; was Meaving thirteen degrees to each quarter, and 
d the Mere the fun had his profperous or adverfe af- 
od toM@Pects, according to the colour of the line. In 
is ol MB larger circle, which inclofed the other, they 
_ cale@™@arked with their characters the chief occur- 
2 gills ences of the age, and thefe fecular annals -were 


being @#nfidered as public inftruments that ferved for 
o jomMmrcots of hiftorical facts. 
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Pee Re Marea Met eR 
CHAP. IX. . 


Cortes recezvesa very alarming Letter fromVen 
Cruz, .in Confeguence of which he makes Mote 
zuma his Prifoner, and fome time after loads bim 
avith Fetters. The Spamiards build two Ships 
upon the Lake. A Confpiracy formed againk 
them; but difcovered by Motezuma, and th 
principal Coadudtor punifhed. |Motezuma ds, 
clares Charles V. King of Spain, 4is Succeffir; 
and offers to become tributary to that Prince, 
whico tke gains the Confent of the States, and 
confirms it by great Prefents. After which tt 
infifis upon Corte’s leaving Mexico, who i 
informed of the Arrival of a Fiet fent againf 
bim by Velafquez. 


WHE Mexicans feemed to vie with each 
other, in expreiling their regard for the 
Spaniards. They were daily entertained with 
{ome new diverfion, at which Motezuma Bs gr 
ed in perfon, a condefcenfion that infpired the 
people with a higher reverence and etteem for 
thefe ftrangers. He appeared particularly fond 
of Cortes, {pending great part of his time with 
him, and contra¢ted an acquaintance with hi 
captain, to whom he frequently made _prefents, 
in which he diftinguifhed the merit of each witl 
great difcernment. Thus the Spaniards enjoyd 
an agreeable repofe; but were at length * 
larmed by a letter from Vera Cruz, brought } 


two W/a/calan foldiers, who had difguifea ree 
| e 
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{elves fo as. to appear like Mexicans, and had 
entered the city unperceived. : 

This letter informed Cortes, that fome of the 
Judians in alliance with the Spaniards complained 
to Fuan de Efcalante, that Qualpopoca, one of 
Motezuma’s generals, had affembled a great bo- 
dy ef forces upon the frontiers of Zempoalla, 
where they levied contributions with great cru- 
ety. Upon which E/calante fent to defire the 
Mexican general to fufpend hoftilities till further 
orders fhould come from Jéexico, where the 
Spaniards, the allies of thofe people, were en- 
tertained by Motezyma with great hofpitality. 
But Qualpepoca fending avery infolent anfwer, 
Efcalante was fa provoked, that he marched 
againft him at the head of forty. Spexzards, and 
2000 Indians, and coming to an engagement, 
he put the Mewxicans to flight, and notwithftand- 
ing his being almoft intirely abandoned by his 
dudian allies, purfued them to the next town, 
Where he attacked them with fuch refolution, 
that he entirely routed and diflodged them. 
This victory however\ coft: the Spaniards very 
dear, for Fuan de Efcalante was mortally wound- 
ed, fix of the foldiers alfo received feveral 
wounds, and Yuan de Argyillo, aman of extra- 
ordinary ftature, was carried off alive. In this 
etter the council of Vera Cruz, defired Cortes to 
appoint them a new governor, and to give di- 
rections relating to their affairs. 

Cortes being greatly concerned at the lofs of 
Juan de Efcalante, he communicated the letter 
to his captains; defiring that each of’ them 
would give his opinion freely at their next 
mecting, and the following morning fent for 

| L 2 {ome 
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fome of the moft fenfible Judzans in his arm, 
when having afked them, if they had lately 
perceived any change in the behaviour or di- 
courfe of the Mexicazs, they informed him, that 
the nobles appeared penfive and myfterious; 
that they had heard fome of the people talk of 
breaking down the caufeway, and that there 
was a report that a Spaniard’s head had been 
prefented to Motezuma, who viewed it with 
aftonifhment on account of its largenefs, and 
the fiercenefs of its afpeét, and immediately or. 
dered it to be concealed. 

From thefe circumftances, and particularly that 
of the head, which Corzes fuppofed belonged to 
Arguillo, he immediately concluded that the 
Mexicans were refolved on his deftruction, 1nd 
that Motezuma himfelf had concerted the ruin of 
the Spaniards ; he therefore immediately aflem- 
bled his council, compofed of the captains and 
fome favourite foldiers, and having told them 
the hints he had received from the Jadiam, 
afked their advice. Some propofed, that the 
fhould retire privately in the night: others tht 
they fhould obtain a paffport from. Motexums, 
and then retire publicly, and march to the 
relief of Vera Cruz; but the greateft pat 
were of opinion, that they fhould continuq 
at Mexico without feeming to know what hig 
paffed at Vera Cruz, till they could find q 
proper opportunity for retreating with faletyg 
However, none of thefe f{chemes were approve 
by Cortes, who reprefented, that the projet 4 
retreating by ftealth, was equally dangerous afl 
difgraceful, fince it would lower them in Ut 
efteem of their allies, who might defert the 
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as daftardly fugitives, and perhaps recommend 
themfelves to Motexuma’s favour, by joining hfs 


forces in order to cut off their retreat. He ob- | } 


———, 


. 


ferved that nothing could fink them lower in the | 


opinion of the Mexicans than their demanding 


a paffport, to retire from a city, which they 


had entered in fpite of all oppofition ; and that 
if the Emperor really fought their deftruction, 
he would grant them a fafe conduct with a view 


of depriving them of all apprehenfions, and — 


attacking them when it was leaft expected; and 
as to their ftaying at Mexico, he thought that 


would be highly imprudent without taking | 
fome refolute ftep for their fafety. He there- | 


fore propofed their feizing Motczuma, convey- 
ing him to their own quarters, and detaining 
him there as an hoftage for the fincerity of his 
people. Such a bold action he alledged would 


fill the Mexicans with confternation, and fo raife | 


the character of ‘the Spaniards, that they would 
never dream of combining againft .him for the 
future, efpecially when they were fenfible that 
hehad difcovered the tranfactions at Vera Cruz, 
which they would imagine had been communi- 
cated by fome fupernatural intelligence. This 
daring propofal he fupported with all his elo- 
quence, and with fuch fuccefs, that it was una- 
nimoufly applauded. ) 

Cortes having chojen the hour, when the Spa- 
mards were accuftomed to wait upon Motezuma, 
for the execution of this bold project, ordered 
his people to arm themfelves in their quarters, 
privately to faddle their horfes, and to wait 
without noife for farther inftructions. He then 
Occupied all the avenues to the palace with 
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. {mall feattered detachments, and directing thirty 
choice men to follow him at a diftance, went 

_ thither attended by four of his Captains, who, 

as they. ufually carried their arms with then, 
their doing fo now occafioned no fufpicions, 
Motezuma, according to cuftom, came out of his 
apartment to receive the vifit, and his fervants 
retired, as ufual, to another part of the palace, 
when Cortes, with an air of refentment, com- 
plained of the Mexicax General, tor attacking 
his confederates in violation of a peace -under 
which they thought themfelves fecure ; for mur- 
dering a Spaniard in cold blood, and endeavour- 
ing to vindicate his perfidious conduct, by de- 
claring that he acted in obedience to his Ma- 
jefty’s commands. 

On hearing this charge, Motezuma changed 
colour, but denied it with marks of confufion; 
when Cortes, pretending to believe him innocent, 
replied, that after fuch a declaration made by 
his General, neither the Spaxiards nor his owa 
fubjects would be undeceived, unlefs he took 

_ fome extraordinary ftep to efface.the umpreffior 
made by fuch a.calumny. That he was there- 
fore come to beg, he would without any diflurb- 
ance repair with him to the Spani/b quarters, 
where he fhould be treated with all the rev 
rence and refpect due to his Majefty, till he 
charatter fhould be vindicated to the fatisfatton 
of all mankind. Motezuma, amazed and 
cenfed at the boldnefs of this requett, replied, 
that Princes of. his rank were not accuftom 
to go tamely to prifon, nor would his fubjeé 
permit his fo far forgetting his duty, as # 

Stoop to fo bafe a compliance. Notwithttanding 
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Cortes made ufe of other arguments, he {till 
refuled to leave his palace, but being fenfible 
of his danger, offered to fend immediately for 
Qualpopoca, and to deliver-him with all his of- 
fiers into Corte’s hands, andin the mean time 
to give him two of his own-fons as hoftages 
for the performance of his promife. Cortes, 
however, was not fatisfied with thefe expedients, 
and his Captains apprehending that the delay 
might be dangerous, began to grow clamorous ; 
and, among others, fuan Velafquex de Leon 
called aloud, fince he will not hear reafon, let 
us feize .him by force, or kill him on the {pot. 
The Emperor, hearing this uttered in an angry 
tone, defired to know what he faid, when Ma- 
rina, to whom he addreffed himfelf, earnettly 
exhorted him, as his own vaffal and fubject, to 
1; HB comply without hefitation, in order to preferve 
it, MM his hfe; which had fuch an effect, that he in- 
by {tantly rofe from his feat, and faid to Cortes, 
wa @™ “* I truft myfelf into your hands, let us go to 
ok Me ‘* your quarters, for fo the gods have decreed.” 
on He then ordered his fervants to get ready his 
re- @ equipage, told his minifter that he had refolved 
tb- to pats fome days in the Spani/b quarters, and 
rs, Ordered the Captain of his guard to march 
ve- with a body of troops and take Qualpopoca and 
he @ his officers prifoners,;—that they might fuffer for 
hon having invaded Zempoalla, | 
iy Motezuma having given thefe directions, which » 
ied, Marina explained to Cortes and his officers, he 
mame left the palace with his ufual attendants; the 
eb Spaniards, on pretence of refpect, marching clofe 
5 HM by his chariot, which, as ufual, was carried 
on the fhoulders of his nobles. However, a re- 
| pore 
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port was inftantly fpread, that the {trangers had 
feized the Emperor’s: perfon, when the ftreets 
were fuddenly filled with crowds of people, | 
who rent. the air with their cries, threw them- 
felves on the ground, fhedding floods of tears 
for their unhappy Prince, and a general infur- 
tection would have certainly followed, had 
not Motezuma with a ferene countenance, com- 
manded filence, and affured the populace that 
he was going of his own accord to fpend a 
few days with his fricnds the Spaniards. On 
his reaching their quarters he ordered his guards 
* to.difperfe the populace, and his minifters to 
; make it known, that the leaft tumult or difturb- . 
cance fhould be punithed with death. He then : 
behaved in a very courteous manner to the 
Spani/o {foldiers, who came out to receive him, 
and having chofen an apartment, at fome dil- 

| tance from thofe in the poffeilion of the Spa- 
niards, it was inftantlyfurnifhed for his reception. 
Cortes immediately doubled the guards, pofted 
centinels at all the avenues, and, under the pre- 
tenee of keeping his Majeity from being crowd- 
ed, reftrained the minifters ahd courtiers that 
‘waited upon Motezuma to a certain number. 
Mean while he preferved all the formalities of 

- decorum, and treated the Emperor with his 
- ufual refpeét, while that Prince appeared chear- 
- ful and in good humour, and feemed pertfettly 
pleafed with his fituation. He ftill exercifed 
all the funétions of royalty, held councils, 
granted audiences, and, with the farne freedom 
as ufual, regulated both the civil and military 
government of his kingdom. His table was 
fupplied from the palace in a moft plentiful 
‘ynannel, . 


to death: till finding that the Spanj/h General 
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manner, in order that the Sfasiards might 
feaft on the fuperfluity : and he conftantly fent 
fome delicates to Cortes and his Captains, 
each of whom he could call by their names. 
While he occafionally converfed with them, he 
ftudied their tempers, and, without deicending 
beneath the dignity of his character, feafoned 
his difcourfe with pleafantry. All the time in 
which he was not employed in bufineis, he 
pafled among them, and fometimes he played 
with Cortes at Tolologue, a game which confitted 
of tipping down {mall pins of gold with little 
balls of the fame metal ; and as they played for 
jewels and trinkets, the Emperor diftributed 
his winnings among the Spaazards, and Cortes 
fhared his good fortune among Motezuma’s in- 
ferior officers. 


While things were in this fituation the Cap- _ 


tain of the guard returned with Qualpopoca, 
his fon, and fifteen of the nobles, who had 
been concerned in killing the Spaniard; they 
had furrendered themfelves at the. fight of the 
royal fignet, and now arrived about twenty 
days after the beginning of Motezuma’s cone 
fnement. Many great men went out to meet 
them, and their General was brought in upon 
men’s fhoulders, when Qzalpopoca appearing 
before the Emperor, the latter upbraided him 
for having killed the Spaniard, and delivered him 
and the other officers into the hands of Cortes, 
to whom they confefled themfelves guilty of 
having violated the peace of their own accord, 
and of their having ordered Arguillo to. be put 


refolved 
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refolved totake away their lives, they laid the 
whole blame uponthe Emperor, whofe orders 
they had obeyed. Cortes, however, treated this 
as a malicious afperfion, brought them to 3_ 
formal trial, in which the Spaxiards were both | 
the judges and accufers, and cruelly fentenced 
them to be burned alive. : 

To deter Motezuma from endeavouring 10 
prevent the execution of this. fentence, the 
General refolved on taking another furprizing 
ftep. He went into that Prince’s prefence, at- 
companied by Marina, and three or four Cap- 
tains, with a common foldier carrying fetters, 
and having faluted the Emperor with his utuaf 
re{fpect, aflumed a peremptory look, and ma 
loud voice told him, that Qualpopoca and his 
officers had acknowledged the crimes-for which’ 
they were condemned to death; but as they pre- 
tended they had done nothing without his orders, 
it was neceffary that he fhould fuffer fome per- | 
fonal mortification. He then, with an air of 
authority, commanded the foldier to fhackls — 
Motexzxma, and then- leaving him, gave orders ' 
to the guards to prevent his having any commu 
nication with his minifters. | : 

Motezuma’s aftonifhment at being treated i 
this ignominious manner, was {fo great, that he 
had neither power to refift, nor {peech to come 
plain, while his fervants, without uttering 4 
word, threw themfelves at his feet, and, with 
fions of the deepeft affliction, fupported the 
weight of his fetters, to prevent their hurting 
hislegs. However, when he firft recovered trom 
his amazement, he flew into a tranfport of 

. rage ; 
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by HERNANDO CORTES. 123 
rise; but foon recovering himfelf, collected his 
fortitude, ahd believing his life in danger, 
waited his fate with dignity and refignation. — 

In the mean time Cortes ordered the Mexican 
General, with his fon and the reft of the officers, 
to be conducted under a ftrong. guard of Spa- 
aiards, to. a largefquare, where in the prefence 
of an innumerable concourfe of people, their 
hands and feet were bound, after which they 
were placed on a large pile of broken bows 
and arrows, and fire being fet to it, they were 
foon burned, to the amazement of all the {pec- 
tators, who, without making the leaft difturb- 
ance, were ftruck with awe and admiration. 
Cortes then returned to Motexuma’s apartment, 
and telling him with a fmile, that the traitors 
who had prefumed to blemifh his Majefty’s cha- 
racter, had now received their juft punifhment,he 
flooped down, and with his own hands took off 
the fetters. -The Emperor received his liberty 
with a tumultuous joy, embraced Cortes feveral 
times, and fitting both of them down together, 
entered into amicable converiation, during which 
the Spanz/h General let him know, that as the — 
care of his detention was tfow removed, he 
might return to his palace whenever he pleaf- 
ed. This was however no more than a poli- 
tical offer, which he knew he would not em- 
brace: for Marina had been ordered to infufe 
mto him a firm belief, that if he quitted the 
Spanifh quarters before Cortes’s departure, he — 
would futfer greatly in his reputation, as foon 
a it fhould be known that he received his li- 
berty from the hand of another. He therefore 
declined the offer, and made a merit of his fay, 


by 
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by faying, that on his return to his palace, his 
nobility and minifters would prefs hum to take 
up arms, in order to obtain fatisfaction for the 
injury he had’ undergone, and therefore, out 
of regard to the Spaniards he would remain 
where he was. | ) 
From this time the Emperor feemed perfettly 
fatisfied with his fituation, and at length had 
fuch confidence in Cortes, that he reprefented 
to him the expediency of allowing him to vifit 
fome of his temples, that his {fubjects might no 
longer look upon him as a prifoner, which 
Cortes readily granted, upon condition that hu- 
man facrifices fhould be abolifhed. His firtt 
excurfion was to the principal temple, which 
he entered with his ufual pomp and attendance, 
and his appearance was celebrated with the, 
joyful acclamations of the people, among whom. 
he diftributed his bounty with uncommon lt- 
berality. From this time he went, abroad 4s 
often as he pleafed, fometimes to the palace of 
his wives, and at others to his pleafure-houles, 
where he enjoyed his former amufement, but 
never without mentioning it to Cortes, who ge- 
nerally attended him in his parties of diverfion, 
and feemed fo highly to engrofs his favour, 
that the nobles, who had any petition to offer 
to the Emperor, conitantly follicited the Gene-. 
ral’s intereit, which always proved fuccefsful. 
But notwithitanding this feeming tranquillity, 
the broken expreffions overheard by the Tia/ca- 
Jans, about breaking the caufeways, and remov- 
ing the bridges, had made fuch a deep impreffion 
upon Cortes’s mind, that he refolyed to make 
himfelf 
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himfelf mafter of the lake, by building two 
brigantines upon it. 

Filled with this idea, he raifed Motezuma’s 
curiofity, by defcribing the manner of failing 
with the wind, which was entirely unknow 
to the Mexicans, and obtained his permitlion to 
build two veffels for his Majefty’s amufement, 
sq fe 2nd the inftruction of his fubjects. He then or- 
ed fg dered the nails, cordage, canvas, and other 
tackle, belonging to the Sfaxj/b fhips. that had 
been funk, tobe brought from Vera Cruz, and 
ch fag fome builders, who had enlifted as foldiers, were 
immediately fet at work, with many of the 
ft fag Mexican carpenters, who followed their diretti- 
ch (9S, fo that in a fhort time the brigantines were 
compleated, and Motezuma refolved to embark 
he, fag With the Spaniards, in order to have a nearer 
view of this ftrange kind of navigation. Great 
;. f/ePeparations were made for this uncommon 
ipectacle; a prodigious number of canoes, be- 


as 

of fg onging to the Emperor and others, were finely 
es, decorated, and manned with the moft expert 
but eowers. The Mexicans firmly believed that 


their boats would exceed the brigantines in 


A lwiftnefs : However a breeze no fooner {prung 
vor, fae than thefe veflels unfurled their fails, and 
fer loon left the canoes at a great diftance, to the 
nee Meec’’ amazement of the Judiaus, who could 
ful. ye! no idea of the European manner of fteer- 
ity, (gs and working fuch floatin g-houfes, and they 
fcae Weevrelsly declared, that by means of thefe won- 
sov- Mettul machines, they believed the Spaniards 
fon Mpelld perfectly command the elements of wind 
rake nd water, The aftonifhment of Motexuma was 


ingled with joy, and he beheld the. victory 
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with the higheft delight, though it was obtained 
over his own fubjects. 

The Emperor now became daily more at- 
tached to Cortes, while the latter laid hold of 
this opportunity to defire his affiftance in ac 
complifhing various things he had in view: 
the firft of which was the knowledge of the gold 
mines, their fituation, how they were wrought, 
and what quantity of that precious metal was 
brought fromthem. Morezuma gave him very 
clear and diftinét anfwers to all thofe enquiries, 
and, for his further fatisfaction, allowed fuch of 
his people as he couldtruft, to go to the mines, 
Hoth within and without his dominions. Corts 
being alfo defirous of having a map of the coat 
of the Mexican Empire, in order to be the better 
able. to fix upon fome port, to which fupplies 
might be fent him, the Emperor orderedhis 
painters to draw an exact reprefentation of all 
his territories, with all the bays, harbours, and 
creeks upon the coaft. 

Some Spani/h hiftorians fay, that at this time 
when fuch real harmony ought to have pit 
vailed between the Spaniards and the Ind/ans, Cor 
tess foldiers refolved to demolifh all the idols of 
Mexico, and to convert the principal temple into 
a church; that the Priefts took up arms, 
and the whole city rofe in defence of theit 
gods; but after a long conteft, maintained 
without bloodfhed, the Mexicans agree, 
that a part of the temple fhould be converted 
into a Chriitian chapel, and this even the 
idolatrous Priefts themfelves took great pall 
to clear and adorn; after which an altar wi 
erected, with the crofs of Corz#, andthe umage rt 


ly HERNANDO CORTES. 12: 


the Virgin Mary; but that at length the Mexicaa. 
wanting rain, came in a tumultuous manner te 
Cortes, and complained that their gods had re- 
fufed to refrefh the earth, on account of their 
having introduced ftrange deities into their tem- 
ples, when, to appeafe this diforder, he promi- 
fed, that they fhould have a plentiful fthower, 
which, it is pretended, actually fell in a few 
hours, to the great admiration of M/otezuma 
and his fubjects. But it is very improbable that. 
Cories fhould fuffer his foldiers to engage in fo 
rah an enterprize, that could not fail of exaf- 
perating the minds of the Jzdians, and indeed 
the whole ftory plainly appears ~to be only a {ic- 
tion, defigned to raife the character of Cortes, 
by having a miracle wrought in his favour. 

While the Span//h General continued to enjoy 
Motezuma’s favour, a plot was formed, which 
neither the Emperor nor Cortes could forefee, 
Cacumazin, the Emperors own nephew, who 
was Cacique of Zezeuco, being a young man of 
great vivacity, art, and ambition, under the pre- 
tence of delivering Motezuma, entertained ce- 
hgns of afcending the throne of Mexico, either 
by occafioning an immediate revolution, or by 
obtaining it by the favour of the people, at the 
hext election. In order to which he privately 
reprefented to the nobles and people, the difgrace 
of being under fubjection to a handful of 
ftrangers, who dared to confine his uncle More- 
tuma; the audacious behaviour of Cortes, who 
had acted as afupreme magiftrate in the midft 
of Mexico, and had even by a moft ignominious 
execution put an Jzdian General to death; that 
twas high time to ftand up for their religion, 
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ieir liberty, their honour, and their King, 

efore the ftrangers had fuccours from their 
own country, from Yla/cala, and other parts; 
and therefore propofed that they fhould take 
arms, and fuddenly attack the Spaxiards in their 
quarters. But the Cacique of Mataleingo, who 
was likewile Motezuma’s nephew, and eafily pe- 
net-ated into Cacumaxin’s defigns, which inter- 
fered with his own pretenfion, oppofed the exe: 
cution of this fcheme, infifting that fome fteps 
fhould firft be taken, to fecure the Emperor's 
perfon, which would be in the greateft danger 
from fuch an attack, and finding his expedient 
rejected by the affembly, as impracticable, re- 
folved to inform Motczuma of the confpiracy, 
though he feemed to aét in concert with the 
council, who actually appointed the day in 
which the enterprize was to be executed. Mo- 
texuma was no fooner informed of this plot, 
than he went to communicate the particulars to 
Cortes, who by means of his fpies was already 
informed of the whole. -He however returned 
the Emperor thanks for his information, and 
begged to be allowed to march out with the 
Spaniards, to chaltize Cacumazin. Motexuma 
urged feveral good arguments againft this pro- 
pofal, defired the General to leave the punifh- 
ment of the offender to his care, and foon took 
fuch meafures, that his nephew was feized and 
brought prifoner to Mexico, where he was clole- 
ly confined. At this very time Cacumazin had 
a brother in Mewico,. who was a youth of great 
courage, whom Morezuma had taken into his 
protection ; but a few days before he had nar- 
rowly efcaped a fnare which Cacumazin, m 
| . confequence 
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confequence of fome domeftic jealoufies, had 
laid for his life. Upon this occafion Cortes 
diffuaded the Emperor from putting a Prince 
of the blood to death by a public execution ; 
but advifed him to deprive Cacumazin of his 
cho Wtank and dominions, and to beftow them on 
his brother, who deferved that mark of indul- 


Lit gence. lMotezuma was greatly pleafed with this 
aye. Mp advice, which he inftantly communicated to his 
teps council, who applauded it as’ equally juft and 
‘or’ Mag merciful ; and this manner of chaitizing without 
get bloodfhed, being admired by the whole Em- 
sent Mepue, had fuch an effect on the reft of the 


confpirators, that they difbanded their troops, 
and had recourfe to the clemency of the Em- 
peror, whofe pardon they obtained through the 
interceflion of Cortes. 


Pos But though Motezuma appeared fo well fatis- 
lot, fed with Cortes, he was far from being pleafed 
rs to Matt the Spaniards ftaying fo long in his capital, 
eady and feveral mortifying reflections rankled at his 
ned Meecat, and difturbed his repofe; for he could 
and Meet compare his former fituation with what 


he had futtered from the Spaniards, and his 
prefent dependent ftate, without having very 


ma 
a humbling thoughts. He here, however, proved 
nifhe hinfelf {fo great a politician, that he entirely 
‘took ggconcealed the difpofition of his mind, and when 
ead he a€tually propofed to Cortes the {cheme he had 
slofe- permed to get rid of him, he was fo far from 
shad ByeoMceiving it in that light, that he thought it 


the higheft aét of favour he had ever conterred 


eat 
o his MePn him. He took a proper opportunity to 
nar- (orm him, that he was now prepared to make 


‘voluntary acknowledgment of the vaflalage he 
M 3 owed 
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owed tothe King of Spain, as the fucceffor of 
Quezalcoal; that he would convoke a general 
affembly of his nobles for that purpofe, and, 
as a mark of that vafflalage, would prefent the 
moft valuable jewels of his treafury to the Spz. 
zifo Monarch, and did not doubt but all his 
Caciques would follow his example. Corts 
returned him thanks for his liberality, without 
appearing furprifed at his propofal, and in. 
wardly rejoiced at the profpect of being able 
to give his fovereign fuch an wnportant earnef 
of the wealth he might one day reap from this 
acquifition. 

Motezuma, agreeably to his promife, difpatch. 
ed couriers to convene all the Caciques of his 
Empire, according to a cuftom practifed on 
important occafions. They came with equi 
{plendor and expedition, and the council was 
aflembled in the King’s apartment, in the 
prefence of Cortes and his Captains. The 
Emperor began with’a ftudied f{peech, in which 
he reminded them of the obligations they were 
under to him as their fovereign and benefactor, 
and having affured them, that he had both 
confulted and obtained the approbation of the 
gods, with refpect to the caufe of their meeting, 
repeated the flory and prophecy of Quezalcoal 
declared that the King of Spaiz was the defcen 
dant of that mighty prinee, and confequentlythe 
lawful fovereign of the Mexican Empire, to whom 
both he and they were bound to pay obedience 
as a mark of which he had feleéted for an of 
fering to the King of Spain the mot preciot! 
jewels of his treafury, and he did not doubt bu 
they would follow his example, 
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Motezuma was unable to pronounce this {peech 
without interruption ; he fighed from time to 
time, and on his owning himfelf the vaffal, of 
another Prince, the tears trickled down his 
cheeks, and he was unable to proceed. Cortes 
then rifing, declared that it was not his fove- 
reign’s intentions to difpoffefs Motezuma, or to 
occafion the leaft innovation in his government, 
and that he only required them to fettle his 
right to the fucceflion in favour of his defcend- 
ants, at which Motezuma refuming frefh courage, 
finifhed his fpeech. ‘The whole aflemble were 
amazed, and {truck dumb at a propofal that ap- 
peared fo inconfiftent with the dignity and known 
character of the Emperor, and confidering it as 
extorted by compulfion, they groaned bitterly ; 
gave the ftrongeft marks of anxiety and per- 
turbation of mind, and with an emphatic filence 
looked at each other. At length the prime 
minifter, who was well acquainted with his 
Prince’s_ difpofition, took upon himfelf to 
aniwer, in the name of the whole affembly, » 
and aflured Motezuma, that as all the nobles et- 
teemed him their natural Lord and Sovereign, 
they would chearfully obey whatever he thought 
proper to propofe, and follow his Majefty’s 
example to the utmoft of their power. The 
whole aflembly expreffed their affent to this de- 
claration, when Cortes, by means ofhis interpre- | 
ter made an artful fpeech, in which he return- | 
ed thanks to Matezuma and all prefent, for this {@ 
proof of their refpect, which he accepted in the 
name.of his King. It is probable that More- 
auma’s {ole intention in this tranfaction, was ta 

forward 
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forward the departure of his guefts, without the 
leaft defign of fulfilling the terms of this {ub. 
miffion for the future. However, from that day, 
Charles V. was acknowledged, and believed by 
the people to be the lawful fovereign of the Mesi- 
can Empire, and their homage, according to the 
cuftom of the country, was authenticated by a 
public initrument. 

The Emperor, having concluded this affair 
to his own {fatisfaction, refolved immediately to 
recover that liberty and independance for which 
he had fo. long fighed in fecret, and {fpeedily 
delivered to Cortes the prefent he had provided, 
confiiting of curiofities in gold, in the fhape of 
birds, fifhes, and four-footed beafts, and many 
precious ftones, particularly a number of a fort 
efteemed by the Mexicans above all others, 
which in colour refembled emeralds, and many 
beautiful pictures, formed of variegated feathers. 
In fhort, the whole feemed the ranfom of a 
great Prince, who thought he could not pur- 
chafe his liberty at too higha price; and the li- 
berality of the nobles was fuch as might be ex- 
pected from wealthy Chiefs, who: vied with 
each other in loyalty and oftentation. Cortes 
chofe a receiver and treafurer, who were di- 
rected to take an exact account of what was 
received, and ina few days, exclufive of jewels 
and pieces of curious workmanfhip, they had 
amaffed as much gold as when melted down 
amounted to 600,000 pefoes in bars, out of 


which treafure, one-fifth part was fet a-fide for 
the King, anda fifth of the remainder for Cortes, 
and to defray the expence of providing necels. 


{aries 
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faries for the army ; another part was allotted 
to reimburfe Diego Velafyuex, and Cortes’s friends 
inthe iland of Cuba; and the remainder was 
divided amongft the officers and foldiers, in- 
cluding thofe that were at Vera Cruz. All who 
were in the fame pofts had equal fhares, but 
among the private men thofe were beft reward- 
ed who had moft diftinguifhed themfelves. This 
however produced loud complaints, which were 
foon filenced by Cortes’s fatisfying the malecon- 
tents from his own fhare. | 
Motezuma having thus acknowledged his fub- 
jection to Spain, fent for Cortes, and with an 
ar of greater dignity than ufual, told him, 
that as his bufinefs was now difpatched, he 
ought to think of departing, fince his ftaying any 
longer would be attributed to finifter motives, 
nor could he longer afford him fupport, when he 
had not reafon on his fide. This intimation, and 
the manner in which it was delivered, were fo 


unexpected, that Cortes was fome time before he 


could recollect himfelf, fo as to make a proper 
reply. He now perceived the defign of convok- 
ng the affembly, and fufpected that Motezuma 
had privately affembled fome forces in order to 
back this propofal, and therefore fent one of 
the Spaniards who was with him to order his 
loldiers to take to their arm, and in the mean 
while excufed his embarraffment at feeing his 
Majefty more moved than ufual, affuring him 
that he was fo far from defigning to delay his 
departure, that he came on purpofe to defire his 
permiffion to build fome veffels to carry the 
Shaniards to their own country, as his a 
we 
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well knew they had loft their fhips, in which 
they had failed to that coaft. 

It is faid that the Emperor had _ provided 
50,000 men to fupport his determination ; butit 
is certain that. he was very defirous of avoidinga 
rupture with Cortes, and was even under fome ap- 
prehenfions with refpect to the anfwer he might 
receive; but he no fooner heard this artful r. 
ply, than he embraced him with fingular mark 
of affection, and having now loft his fears, told 
him with great complacency, that he did notin 
tend to haften his departure before he was pro 
vided for the voyage, and that he fhould k 
‘peedily furnifhed with every thing he wanted. 
He accordingly gave orders for affembling al 
the carpenters in the country to cut wood, and 
to work under the direction of the Spaniards 
Cortes feemed in. equal hafte to be gone, and 
difpatched his builders to Vera Crux, in order to 
colleét the remainder of the iron work, rigging, 
and fails of the veffels which had been funk, 
but at the fame time fent private directions to 
Martin Lopez his mafter-builder, to proceed-flow- i ¢_ 
ly, and prolong the work as much as poflible, i; 
without incurring the fufpicion of the Mexicaas; 
his real defign being to preferve his footing tm, 
Mexico till the return of his commiffaries from 
Spain; for he expected that they would bringiy ,, 
with them both a fupply of troops, and df.) 
rections for his future conduét. 

He thus for the prefent quieted the minds o a 
Motczuma and his fubjects; but a very few 
days produced an extraordinary alteration ij. 
his affairs. The Emperor received mea 

| tha 
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that eighteen fhips had appeared upon the coaft 
of Pilleca, and by the paintings made for his 
Majefty’s information, thefe.fhips feemed to be 
manned with Spaniards, a circumftance which 
naturally alarmed the whole Empire, and re- 
vived the fufpicions that had been entertained 
of Cortes, towhom Motezuma immediately com- 
municated this intelligence, letting him know, 
at the fame time, that it muft now be unneceflary 
for him to preceed in building fhips, fince he 
might embark in thofe fent from his own coun- 
try. Cortes examined the paintings, and was 
convinced of their being Spani/h veflels: but 
{Ma Uppofing that they were fent to him from Spain 
ia with a fupply of troops and ammunition, an- 
fwered with great compofure, that he would im- 
fg mediately embark, if they were going to re- 
_tmecurn to any of the King of Spain’s dominions, 
but that it would be imprudent to defift from 
: building, till he fhould be informed of the par- 
E ticulars by a meffenger from. Zempoalla, whom 
nM he every moment expected. But a few days 
atter this converfation, Cortes received a letter 
ti from Gonzalo de Sandoval, by which he was in- 

‘Mi formed that this fleet contained 800 men, and 


“| was jent by Diego Velafyucz to oppofe him and 
a his defigns in Mexico. He received this mortify- 


ing account, while he wasin converfation with 
de Mot:zuma, and was obliged to make ufe of 

all his prudence and refolution to conceal the 
ofa cmotions he felt upon this occafion, from the 
cute Olervation of that Prince. He however fuc- 
ceeded in his endeavours, and retired in order 
ace ° 2cliberate upon this unexpected event. But it 
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is here neceffary to mention the reception Cort/\i 
commiflaries found at the court of Spain, and 
‘the caufes that promoted Vela/quez to fit oui’, 
fuch a fleet againft him, which will be the fub. 


ject of the following chapter. =. 
fo: 
Sieebiesrorsyrpotitrotitsrerertitr tte tl 
ve: 

oA Pe OM an 

C0 


The Proceedings of the Commiffaries fent by Cortes bof 
to the Court of Spain, and the Rife of the Se Thhe 
cond Expedition formed by Diego Velafquez for MET 
the Defiruétion of Cortes. The Monks of St. Bhon 
Geronimo endeavour in vain to make Velatquez 
abandon bis Project. The Fleet fails under th 
Command of Pantphilo de Narvaez, arrives at 
Vera Cruz, dut is oppofed by the Governor, 
Cortes endeavours to come to Terms cf Accom: 
modation with the other Army, but without 
Succcfs, and fets out upon his March againf 
Narvaez. 


T’ has been already obferved that Cortes and 

the council of Vera Cruz, fent Alonzo Hir- 
wandez Portocarrere and Francifco de Monten, 
with letters for the King of Spain, together with 
the firft tribute fent from New Spain. Thee 
gentlemen, contrary to the orders they had receiv: 
ed, touched at the ifland of €xd/, im order that 
Francifio de Moutgo might have the pleafure of his 
vifiting his family and relations who refided near Mp2 
the Havannah, and at fo great a diftance from Bec 


Fela/quex, that they flattered themfelves they ect 


ran no rifk, either from his vigilance or refent- HZ 
ment, 
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$M ment. This ftep however brought them into 
and great danger, tor Diego Velafgue= {uppoting that’ 
OUR Cortes would fend fome of his fhips to Sz. D.-. 
mingo, to follicit fuccours of the religious gover- 
nors; had placed {pies along the coaft, who in- 
forming him of what had happened at Mowteyo’s 
Yt Bihoule, he immediately ditpatched two lisht 
vellels well manned, wich orders to take the fhip, 
and every perfon on board; and Moztye, in 
coniequence of the firfl notice he had received 
tes MMof this advice, had no fooner embarked, than 
She was obliged to fail through the gulph cf 
Tor Florida, whica was hitherto unattempted, as the 
St MBonly means of efcape. | 
This fhip however had a very profferous 
voyage ; but arrived at Sevi//é at a very untor- 
tunateconjuncture : for thechaplain Benito Mar- 
ti, who had been fent by Vela/yuex to follicit 


‘om- M/the commifiion of King’s Lieutenant, had ob- 
hot @Etained his fuit; fent the commiflion to («bz, 


and was then waiting at Sewil/e for.a fhip, in cr- 
er to return thither himfelf, This man repre- 
lented Cortes as a pirate, who had clandeftinely 
ailed with feveral veffels which belong.d to /e- 
djuz, and in confequence of his complaint, 
the directors of trade, ordered the fhip and car- 
g0 to be feized ; but as a great favour permitted 
he two Captains, with the pilot fent by Corts, 
apply to the King for redrefs. They accord- 
ngly fet out for Barcelona, but there found that 
is Majefty was at Corunna, where he was pre- 
daring to pafs over into Plaxd:rs, in order to 
kecept of the Imperial Crown. ‘hey therefcre 
¢t out for that city, and in their way vifited 
Martin Cortes, who with equal pleafure and fur- 

Vou. I. N prize 


‘ 
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| prize, heard of the glory and fuccefs of his fon, 
i; whofe death he had long deplored, and per. 
| fuaded him to accompany them to the Emperor, 
} in hopes that his character and grey hairs would 
ive a fanction to their folicitations. They 

| had the good fortune to overtake the Court at 
| QLordefilias, jah as Cortes's prefents arrived with 


ss RS ge eee Se 


| the /udians of the New Conquett from Seville ; 

} for thefe being upon the Emperor’s own ac. , 
#, count, they durft not detain them. His Majetty Mi 
f gave them a very gracious reception, and was fm , 
#/ extremely furprized at their account of this new HM | 


i; difcovered Empire, and in fevergl conferences i 
if with them enquired minutely into every particu. , 
lar relating to the conqueft. While the Indian HM ¢ 
and the prefents that were before him, gave as #1, 
it were fanction to all the wonderful things ti 
they related. But as he was then on his depar- @ ¢ 
ture to Germany, he referred Cortes’s letters and 
folicitations to Cardinal Adrian, and the coun- 
cil, to which he had communicated the manage. 
ment of affairs during his abfence, defirirtg that 
they would find out fome method of doing jut 
tice to Velafguez's pretenfions, and at the fame 
time to encourage Cortes. But the prefident of 
this council being “clafjuez’s friend, reprefented 
BY Cortes as arebel, upon whom they could have 
no dependance. They however did not think 
p’ oper to give him an immediate caufe of di: 
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it content, though they refolved not to fend him roy 
i! any part of the fupplies he had earneftly re-H | 
quefted, and all that the deputies could obtain 
was a fmall fhare of what they had brought 


Hl | for their own fubfiftence ; after which they for 
: tivo 
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two whole years attended the court without the 
leatt fucceds. ) 
Inthe mean time Diego Velafzuez received his 
commiflion of King’s Lieutenant, not only of 
Cuba, but of all the countries that fhould be dit 
covered and conquered by his means, which, 
together with his being aflured of the. protection 
of the Bifhop of Burgos, prefident of the Jn- 
dies, enabled him to gratify his ambition and 
tefentment ; whence he refolved to punifh 
Cortes as a rebel and deferter, and to appropri- 
ate to himfelf the honour of conquering the 
Mexican Empire. With thefe views he expend- 
ed the greateft part of his fortune in equipping 
a {quadron, which confifted of 800 Spaxi/b in- 
fantry, 80 horfe, 12 pieces of cannon, and a 
large quantity of provifions, arms and ammuni- 
tion. The command of this fquadron he be- 
fiowed upon Pamphilo de Narvaez, a man of 
diftinction and capacity; but vain, haughty, 
and opinionated ; and to this perfon he gave 
the title of his Lieutenant, with private initruc- 
tions to apprehend Cortes, and fend him over to 
Cuba in irons, together with his principal offi- 


cers, in cafethey refufed to abandon his interefts. 


After which he was to take poffeflion, in the 
name of Velafjuex, of all the countries that had 
been conquered, as being within his jurifdiction. 
While thefe preparations were making, the 
Monks of 8+. Geronimo, who prefided over the 
royal audience at St. Domingo, and whofe jurif- 
diction extended over the other iflands, were 
informed of his defigns, and forefecing the ill 
coniequences that might attend them, fent Lucas 
Velajyucz de Ayllon to perfuade Diego to defift 
2 from 
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from his enterprize, and in cafe his arguments 
failed, to command him, under great penatties, 
to delist from undertaking what might impede 
Co, tes’s meatures. 

This Minifter arriving in the ifland of Cyl, 
when the fleet was jut ready to fail, uted aj 
his elocution and influence to divert Velafjucz 
from his purpofe, and among other argument, 
Teprel fented the mifchief that might be done to 

he intereft of Spazv, fhould the Judians be wit. 
nefs of a civil war among their conquerors, and 
exhorted him to leave his complaint to the exa. 
mination of the royal chamber, which would 
not fail of doing him juftice; but /rlafquex be 
ang deaf to all his remonttrances, and elevated 
_by the title he had acquired to the greateft de. 
gree of prideand infolence, De Ayllsn cauted his 
orders and proteft to be notified by a {icrivener, 
and then diffembling his refentment, detired 0 
be allowed to gratify his curiofity by 2CCOm- 
panying the expedition. This requeft was in 
‘mediately granted, and De Ayllen embarked, in 
hopes of being able to act as mediator between 
Narvaez and Cortes, and thus prevent the ill 
- confequences that might arife from /ela/ques' 
-reféntment. With the fame view Azdres de Duero, 
the Secretary of Felaf,uez, who had befriended 
Cortes in the beginning of his fortune, engaged 
in the expedition, andthe fquadron failing with 
a favourable wind, foon came to an anchor in 
the port of Ulza. 

Narvaex on his arrival on the coaft of Mess 
fent foine foldiers on shore for intelligence, who 
foon returned with twovor three Spaniards, whom 
they found flraggling about, and from thefe he 

received 
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received an account of every thing that had har- 
pened at era Cruz and Mexico. Narvaez, upon 
receiving this intelligence, refolved to endeavour 


7 
~ 


. . ae * - 
to obtain the torcreis of Vera Cruz by treaty, 
and therefore fent a clergyman, named Fiuwaz 
Riis de Guevara, with three foldiers and a public 


notary to Goxzalo de Sandoval, in order to per- 


fiade him. to give up Vera Crux, aud to join the 


army with his garriion. 

Gonzalo, being informed by his centinels of 
their coming, was prepared for their reception ; 
but could fearcely rettrain himfelf within the 
bounds of moderation, when Guevera delivered 
his mefflage, and let him know that Narvaez 
was come to fend Cortes in chains to Cxda; he 
therefore anfwered with great warmth that he 
could not believe that Narvaez, whom he took 
to be a: good fubjeét, would attempt to interrupt 
Cortes in a conqueft that would be of fuch ad- 
vantage to Spain; but would rather join him 
with’ all his forces, in order to bring fuch a 
nobie {cheme to perfection. However if he was 
really refolved to offer violence to Cor/es, he 


might be affured that the garriion of Vera Cruz 


Would make all the oppofition in their power. 


The prieit being very paifionate, was fo pro- 
voked at this unexpected repulfe, that he threat- 
ned Cortes, and all his adnerents, whom ‘he up- 
braided as felons and traitors, and then ordered 
the notary to do his office in publiihing that all 
the Spaniards in Vera Cruz fhould obey Narwaez 
On pain of death. 

Sandoval attempted to perfuade this indiicreet 
ecclefiaftic, that fuch violence was equally un- 
ult and indecent in a perion of his profeilion ; 
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but finding that all his arguments were vain, hé 
at length aflumed a peremptory air, and told 
the notary, that fhould he prefume to publith 
any orders that did not come from the King, he 
would give directions for his being hanged in- 
mediately. He even caufed the priett and his 
attendants to be apprehended, and {ent to inform 
Cortes of the fteps he hadtaken. He then {un- 
moned his /zdzaa allies to affift him, in cafe he 
fhould be attacked; put his fortrefs in the bef 
order poilible, and, like an. able and vigilant 
commander, made all the necefiary difpofition 
for fuftaining a fiege. | 

Cortes was under the greateft anxiety on hi 
being informed of thefe tranfaCtions, he being 
very fenfible of the dangerous fituation he was 
in, with refpect to the Meazcans and to Narvatt, 
who were equally his enemies; and yet in the 
prefence of Motzeuma, he wore an air of tran 
guillity, telling him, that thofe who had newly 
arrived, were come with a fecond embafly t 
fupport the propofitions he had already mace, 
and, according to the cuftom of his country, ha 
brought an army along with them; but that ne 
would prevail upon them to return, and 4s 
Majefty’s generofity had left nothing either f 
him or them to defire, he would go along will 
them. | 

Cortes’s uneafinefs was however-very far frof 
rendering him inaétive, he refolved, if poflibl 
to bring about a reconciliation with Narvaes 


- but leaft that fhould not fucceed, prepared wit 


the greateft diligence for war. He gave priva 


initructions to three or four of his foldiers, wi 


were permitted to vifit the mines of Chaat 
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to perfuade the Caciques of that country, to levy 
2000 foldiers for his feryice, for they were a 
warlike people, and had already privately of- 
fered him their friendfhip. He at the fame time 
purchafed of them “ lances, made of a very 
tough wood, armed with points of tempered 
copper, and diftributed them among his foldiers, 
bayonets being not then invented, to preterve 
them from Narwaez’s horfe, which gave him 
great apprehenfions. 

While Cortes was taking thefe prudent fteps, 
Pedro de Solis artived from Vera Craz with the 
prifonets fent by Gezzalo de Sandoval, who had 
been carried in chairs on the fhoulders of the Jz- 
dians, When Cortes, being informed of their 
coming, went out to receive them witha greater 
number of attendants than ordinary. He in- 
fantly caufed their fetters to be taken off, em- 
braced them with great appearance of cordiality, 
and was particularly civil to father Guevara, tel- 
ling him, that he would cliaftife Genzalo de Sara 
doval, for his fhewing {fo little regard to his per- 
fon and charaéter. He then conducted him to 
his own apartment, complimented him witha 
place at his table, and more than once intimated 
that he felt the greatett fatisfaction at the arrival 
of Narvaez, with whom he had formerly lived 
inthe moft intimate friendfhip, He took him 
to Motezuma, and made him a witnefs of the 
favours he recéived from that great Emperor, and 
of the profound refpet with which he was treated 
by the Mexican Princes, and greatly allayed the 
violence of his temper, by making him a pre- 
fent of fome valuable jewels. His companions 
aifo hada fhare in his bounty, and then without 
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dropping the leaft hint of his being defirous of 
their employing their good offices. with -Narvar, 
towards an accommodation, he in four days after 


‘their arrival fuffered them to return, when 


warmly engaged in his intereft. 

Corres, after having difmiffed. them in this 
courteous manner, allowed fome time for his wife 
and politic behaviour to produce the defired 
eife¢t, and then fent friar Barsholomew de Olnen 
with letters for Na:waex, de Ayllon, and the { 


‘cretary Andres de Duro, and at the fame timefur- 


nifhed him with a ftock of jewels, with order 
to difliibute them according to his own fagacity 
and penetration. In his letter to Narwaeg he 


_ welcomed him to the Mexican coatt, gave him 


an account of the conqueft; defcribed the war 
like genius of the Jvdiazs, with the power and 
grandeur of Motezuma; expatiated on the ll 
confequences that would infailibly attend a mil 
underitanding among the Spaniards ; reminded 
him of his duty to the King, and the friendhip 
which had formerly fubfitted between them; 


defired to know kis orders, which if they wer 


from his Maiefty, he promifed to obey, even 
though he wes commanded to defift from the 
enterprize in which he bad fo far fucceeded, and 
intimated the mifchief that would be produced, 
with refpcét to the King’s intereft, if he only 
intended to profecute the unjutt refentment a 
Velafquez, whom he had not only refolved toi- 

emnify for the expence of equipping the {hips 
with which he had arrived, but alio to givea 
fhare in the glory and. advantage of his iuccels, 
and concluded with telling Narvaez, that he 


clid 
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didnot ufe arguments for want of ftrength, and 
that he knew how to maintain his own rights. 

Narvaez had fixed his quarters at Zempoallz, 
where he was received with great hofpttality by 
the fat Cacique, who at firft imagined that he 
was come in order to affft his friend Cortes; but 
he was foon undecetved, for though Narvaez 
had nointerpreters, his actions fpoke but too 
plainly. He treated the Zempoallaxsin the mok 
oppreflive and imperious manner, feized the fur- 
niture and jewels which Cortes had left in his-own 
houfe, and his foldiers were fuffered to commit 
every act of rapine and violence. 

Guevara, on his return from Mexico; waited 
upon him, expatiated on. the magnificence 
of that city, the kind reception he had met with 
from Cortes, the aftonifhing degree of favour 
he was in with Afotezuma, andhis great defire to 
lve in friendfhip with Narva’~,. when that im- 
petious officer interrupting him, bid him return 
to Corte, by whefe artifices he had been cajoled, 
and then, with the moft fhocking marks of rude- 


nels and diirefpect, thruft him from his prefence. 


But though the prieft wes repulfed by Narvaez, he 


and his companions made a great impreflion on 


tne minds of the foldiers, to whom they extolled 
Cortes in fuch a manner, as not only made them 
dere an accommodation with that General ; but 
infpired them with a diflike to their own Com- 
mander, 

Cimedo foon followed Guevara, and delivered 
Cortes’s letter to Narviaex; but could fearce pre- 
vail upon him to perufe the contents, which he 
however fuperficially fkimmed over, out of com- 
pliment 
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temper, and let him know that, before he a: 
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pliment to the function of the bearer. It wa 
in vain that the friar made a very eloquent and 
pathetic fpeech, on the neceflity of their ating 
in concert, in order to promote the advantag 
of Stain, and the fatal effects that would attend 
their animofity ; Narvaez replied with indecent 
heat that the principal defign oz his coming 
was to chattife Cortes as a rebellious fubjet, 
that he would inftantly fet a price upon his head, 
and proclaim all his adherents traitors, and that 
he had force fufficient to wreft the conqueft from 
his hands, without having the leaft occafion to 
confult the accomplices and abettors of his te. 
bellion. The friar, however, ftill preferved his 


rived at Mexico, he would be obliged to fiche” 
his way through intire provinces of warlike J. 
dians, who were the friends and confederate 
of Cortes. That his Spaniards were refolved t 
die by his fide, and that his caufe would be {up- 
ported by Motezuma, a prince who had {uch 
power, that forevery tingle foldier Narvaez hil 
under his command, he was able to raife a nig. 
merous army. 

Olmedo haying taken his leave, vifited de Af 
lon, andthe fecretary Andres de Duero, who pit 
mifed to exert all their power and influence! 


producing an accommodation, He then ming” 
gled with the Captains and foldiers of his & ri 
quaintance, explained the nature of his embafly ] 
reprefented the neceffity of reconciling the twa,” 
Commanders, diftributed the jewels and othe a 
curiofities he brought with him with great judga 


ment, and in fhort would foon have —- 
{tron 
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frong party in favour of Cortes, had not Nar- 
yaecz, Who had been informed of his proceed- 
ings, ordered him to be brought before him, 
reviled him as being a mutinous and {feditious 
traitor, and obliged him to depart immediately 
from Zempoalla. | 

The licentiate Lucas Vafgucz de Ayllon at this 
intant entered the room, and propofed that be- 
ore de Olmedo was difmiffed, the othcers fhould 
be aflembled, in order to deliberate upon a pro- 
er anfwer to be fent to-Cortes. But this pro- 
pofal was rejected by Narvaez with great in- 
ination ; and, in order to prevent any farther 
tiipute, he ordered war to be declared againtt 

orte. as a rebel and traitor, afligned a confi- 
ferable reward to any who fhould take him dead 
ot alive, and commanded the army to prepare 
foramarch. De Ayllor, exafperated at this in- 
fance of violence and irregularity, ordered the 
rier to defift, and commanded Narwaez not to 
fir a foot from Zempoaila on pain of death, or to 
mploy the forces without the unanimous confent 
of the whole army. Upon which Narvaez or- 
lered him to be apprehended ; fent on board a. 
efel, and inftantly tranfported to Cuba. At the 
ame time de Olmedo fet out on his retarn to 
Mexico, while the principal officers in Narvae z’s 
amy were fhocked at his infolence, and the in- 
erior foldiers loudly murmured at his conduct. 

De Olincdo, on his arrival at Mexico, informed 
artes of the implacability and intemperate be- 
laviour of Narvaez; but encouraged him by 
entioning the difpofition of the foldiers, upon 
ich hé immediately refolved to take advan- 

* tage 
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tage of this favourable circumftance, and the Mfr 
Spaniards at Mexico were no fooner informed of Hire 
his’ having taken this refolution, than they ex. W 
prefied the utmoit zeal and impatience to be in Ma 
action, for notwithitanding the inequality of num: Mpc 
bers, they had fuch confidence in the valour, abi- HiBhi 
lity, and difcretion of their General, that they Hiiw 
thought it almoft impoffible for them not to COn- Mp2 
quer, when under his command. fo) 
Certes was unwilling to damp their alacrity by his 
any unneceflary delay, and therefore repaired to {to 
Motexuma’s apartment, in order to acquaint him Hiifo< 
with his intended’ march; but was not a litte fimth: 
furprized, at hearing that Prince begin the dif 
courfe, and at his fayingthat he had trom different 
parts received information, that the Span./b Ge- 
neral at Zewpoalla was come with very ill deligns 
againft him and his followers, and though he 
did not wonder that the two chiefs fhould be at 
enmity from fome private animofity, be could 
not help thinking, that as they were the vaflals 
of one prince, and headed armies of contiay 
factions, one of them mutt neceflarily bea reb| 
to his Sovereign. Cortes was fomewhat ftar led 
at this declaration; but immediately availed 
hinfelf of that prefence of mind, whieh never 
forfook him in his greateft emergencies, and re- 
lied without hefitation, that the accounts Ie- 
ceived by his Majefty were undoubtedly true, 
and he was come to lay the fame intelligence 
before him; but that Narvaez was not to be 
confidered as a rebel, but rather as a perion whe 
proceeded upon wrong principles through mi- 


take, for he was come as lieutenant or fubftituie 
fro.n 
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fom a mifinformed governor, who refided in a 
remote province, and was therefore unacquainted 
with the laft refolutions- of the court of Spava, 
and really imagined that the embafly to'the Em- 
peror of Mexico was an affair that belonged to 
his ofice;. but that all this mutunderitanding 
would vanifh as foon as he fhould lay his dii- 
patches before that lieutenant. He had there- 
fore relolved immediately to march with part of 
his forces to Zempoalla,. in order to difpote then» 
to return on board their fhips, and that he fhould 
foon convince them, that they ought to refpect 
the fubjeCts of the Mexican empire as a people 
under the King of Spazn’s protection. 

Motexuna was much pleafed with the profpect 
of getting rid of fuch difagreeable vifitors, of 
whole exactions and acts of oppreffion he was 
particularly informed; but imagining that Corres 

ight be expofed to fome danger by attempting 
obring them to reafon, he offered to furnihh 
hin with an army that fhould be entirely under 
hiscommand, and repeated this offer with fuch 
arneftnefs, that Cortes was fully convinced of 
is fincerity, though he declined accepting it, 
ith many expreffions of acknowledgment, from 
shaving but little confidence in the attach- 

ent of the Mexican foldiers to his interett. 

Cor‘es refolved upon leaving fourfcore Sp2- 
wards in’ Mexico, under the command of Pedro 
# Alyerado, an excellent officer, who by his en- 
Mging behaviour had already acquired great 
are Of Motezuma’s friendfhip. He gave him 
lirections relating to his conduct, with refpect to 

éikmperor, and the foldiers were ordered to 

Vou. LL O. obey 
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obey their captain, and ferve Agorexuma with 


the greateft refpect. Thefe precautions beingmeve 


taken, Cortes difpatched a meffenger to Gonzal 
de Sandoval, with orders to intruft the confede- 
rate Indians with the fortrefs of Vera Cruz, anf 
to march out with the Spaxiards to meet him 4 
a certain place of rendezvous. He then having 
taken care to obtain the neceflary fupplies of pro- 
vifions on the road, and procured a body of Jn, 
dians to carry the baggage, fet out on his march, 


Pete Metre tote Ritt eke 
CHAP. XI. 
Cortes, fiuding it impoffble to bring Narvaez 1 


accept of any Terms of Accommodation, attac 
him and his army ; obtains a complete V itory 


and pr evails on the Soldiers to eater into bit 


Service. 


SHE Spaniards marched with the chear 


Nar 


fulnefs and circumfpection of veterans—m” 


inured to the hardfhips and dangers of war 
They took the road to Cholula, at which a 
they met with an hofpitable reception, and pr 
ceeding towards T/a/cala, found, at halfa league’ 


diftance from that city, a folendid appearanct 


of the: nobility and the whole fenate, who re 


ceived their vifit with great demonftrations 4 


joy and refpect. After ftaying there a fhort time 
they marched to iZaraleguita, a town of Indi 
friends, where they were joined by Gonzalo 

Sandoval and his troops, with feven foldiers from 


Nat 
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Nervaex’s army, by whom he was informed of 
every thing that had patfed in the enemy’s quar- 
ters before they deferted. He had alfo intelli- 
gnce’of afrether date from two foldiers who 
had gone from Vera Uraz to Zempoaliain the dif- 
nile of Indians carrying bafkets of fruit, which 
ey exchanged with the | inventor for glats beads, 
and other toys, and fo dexteroufly afiimed the 
fmplicity of the natives, that they were per- 
mitted to range, without the leaft fulpicion, thro’ 
wery part of the quarters ; they even ventured 
orepeat this vifit, and as a proof of the care- 
ineis with which Narwaex caufed the watch to 
kept, took from the very parade a norte be- 
onging toa Captain who was one of Cortes’s moft 
bitter enemies. 

In otder to gain time till the arrival of the Zx- 
igus from Chinantla, Cortes fent de Olmedo a fe- 
ond time with propofals for an accommodation ; 
put he meeting with no fuccefs, Juan Vela/: "ex 

ik Leon was fent to ufe his influence with Nar- 
wz, trom the hopes that his being related to 
Diego de Velafguex would render his mediation the 
nore acceptable. Narvaez had indeed written 
othis oficer to exhort him to efpoufe his kinf- 
han’s caufe, and to offer him a very advan- 
ascous poft in his army; but this letter fw#an 
ad delivered to Cortes, with proteftations that 
ewoul:! die by his fide, rather than defert his 
Molours, and his behaviour upon this oceafion 
as an additional motive for fending him upon 
bis nego<iation. 

On his approaching Zempoalla, Narvaez came 
ith a grand retinue to meet him, fuppofing that 
O 2 he 
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he was come to join him ; but had foon the mor 
tification to find himfelf miftaken. He however 
ufed many arguments to detach him from Corie, 
and to render him an eye witnels of his fuperior 
{trength, commanded. the whole army to be re. 
viewed before him. The next day he invited 
him to dinner, together with thofe of his own 
officers, on whom he placed the greateft conf 
dence, that they might affift in perfuading him 
to join their party. In the beginning of the 
convertation, he was treated with great civility 
and reipect, but in the miaft of their feftiity 
fome tarcaflic reflections were thrown out againtt 
Cortes, and tho’ Fucn de vela/gucz, to avoid pre- 
judicing the bufinefs in which he was employed, 
difiembled his refentment, yet the abufe thrown 
upon Cortes became fo grofs and indecent, that 
Velafjuz. being unable to reftrain his indignati 
on, cried with fome warmth, that if any manin 
that company, who did note!tcem Hernando Corte 
and all his followers, as loyal{ubjects to the King 
of Spaiz, would let him know his fentiments be 
fore fewer witnefies, he would undeceive himin 
what manner foever he pleafed. Narwaex wat 
difconcerted with this declaration ; but a young 
oficer of the name and family of Velafquez re 
plied, that no man was worthy of bearing that 
name, who attempted to vindicate a traitor. At 
thisreproach Fan gave him the lie, and dren 
his {word, in order to punifh him for his inio 
lence, when the company interpofed, but foun 
it very difficult to prevent mrchtef. However 
Vel fyuez was atlength prevai'ed upon to {heat 
his word, when abruptly leaving the company 
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he immediately returned to Cortes breathing de- 

fiance and revenge. : 
This incident occafioned fuch murmurs among 
the oficers aid foldiers,.that Narvarz, in or- 
der to put a ftop to their clamours, was obli- 
ed to fend a perfon to Cortes, to apologize for 
what had ,happened to Fuan d: Velafjuez, and 
to learn the fuoftance of his commiffion, which 
he haf not fully explained. For this purpofe he 
fent the fecretary Azdres de Duero, who met Cortes 
o: his march to an advantageous poft, which’ 
he intended to occupy till the arrival of the 
Chinantlins, Duero and Cortes embraced each 
other like two intimate friends who had met 
aiter along ieparation, and all the officers re- 
ceived the flranger with joy ‘and refpect. But 
before they proceeded to bufinefs, Cortes made 
hm a prefent of fome valuable jewels. He 
was entertained with great magnificence and 
hofpitality, and ftaid till the next day, to con- 
fult about meafures for preventing a rupture, 
ehich he was fenfible would be highly prejudi- 
cal to the intereft of Spain. Cortes upon this 
occafion fhewed the greateft moderation, and 
even propofed to relinguthh tne Mexicana con- 
queft to his competitor, while he and his fol- 
lowers fhould engage in fome other expedition. 
Andres de Duero being ttruck with this inflance 
ot his modefty and felf-denial, propofed an in- 
terview with Narvaez, to which Cortes imme- 
diately agreeing, the Secretary returned to Zem- 
poallz, where he alfo obtained the confent of 
Narvaex. But after the time and place were 
appointed, where they were to meet with only ro 
iriends on each fide, Cortes received private advice 
3 from 


who fhould bring him Corses’s head, and alfo 
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from Duero, that Narvaez had refolved to lay aq 
ambufcade for his life, which being confirmed by 
others, he wrote to his treacherous enemy tolet 
him know, that he was acquainted wath his de 
figns, and to reproach ,jhim with his_bafenefs, 
Having thus given vent to his indignation, he 
continued his march, and took his ftation withia 
a league of Zempoalla, where his front wa 
defended by a river, and his rear. by the neigh- 
bourhood of Vera Crux. Paving pofied proper 
centinels, and detached a number of {couts, he 
quartered his people in focme cottages, where 
they were fheltered from the fun, and allowed 
to take their repofe. 

Narvaez being informed of this difpofition, 
drew up his army, caufed war to be declared, 
at the head of his troops, with the offer ofa 
reward of 2coo pieces of eight to any perion 


{fet a price upon the lives of Gorzalo de Sandoval 
and Fuan Velafquez de Leon. He then marched. 
to an open field, at about a quarter of a league's 
diftance, vainly hoping that Cortes would leave 
his advantageous fituation, to engage an enemy, 
who had three times as many men as him- 
felf. 

In the evening the weather fuddenly grew 
dark and cloudy, and fuch a quantity of raia 
fell, that the foldiers were inftantly wet to thé 
fkin, and their arms rendered ufelefs, when 
they curfed the author of their expedition, and 
with loud clamours infifted upon returging te 
their quarters. With this requeft Narvacs was 
obliged to somply, and never imagining that 
Ger iti 
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Cortes would pafsthe river in fuch a night, re- 
treated in great diforder to Zempoalla; and in- 
tending to take the field again early in the 
morning, lodged his troops in the principal 
tenple of the city, which was built upon an 
eminence, that had an afcent of many ill- 
contrived fteps, which rendered it very difficult 
of accefs, on the top of which he planted his 
artillery. He fixed his head quarters in the mid- 
dle tower, whither he retired with fome officers 
and about 100 foldiers, on whom he placed the 
greateft confidence: the reft of the army was 
diftributed in the other tower; fome horfes were 
fet to patrole in the neighbourhood of the town, 
and centinels placed in the avenues. 

Mean while Andres de Duero fent one of his 
men to apprize Cortes of their retreat, and the 
manner in which they were difpofed, merely 
with the view of his pafling the night without 
val Many apprehenfions of being attacked in his 
ed ME quarters: but Cortes no fooner received this in- 
e's Mi formation, than he refolved to take advantage 
We # of this favourable opportunity. Notwithftand- 
Nyy Ming the continuance of the tempeft, he affem- 
m- bled his people without delay, and they having 

pafled the river with the water above their mid- 
ew Mdle, he made a fhort fpeech, mentioning the 
ait manner in which the enemy were quartered, 
the Mi their careleffnefs and fecurity; the eafe with 
eh MH which they might be attacked and routed in the 
uid Hi dark, before they could have time to be drawn 

(0 Mi up in their defence ; and then expatiated on the 
vaé Miinfolence and .treachery of Narwaez, and the 
ha Miukice of his own caufe. His foldiers being 

thus 


- 
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thus fired with refentment, called aloud to he 
led to the enemy, 

Corts inftantly formed his troops into three 
{mall battalions, the firft of which was under 
the command of Gorzalo de Sandoval: The fe- 
cond was led by Chriffoval de Oled, and Cortes 
in perion took the command of the reft. Gonzah 
had orders to begin the attack by mounting the 
fteps, and pres enting all communication between 
the towers : Chrifoval was to aflault the tower 
in which Narvacx lodged, while Cortes with his 
men refolved to fupport both attacks as occa. 
fion fhould require. Orders were given that the 
drums fhould beat and the trumpets found as 
foon as the action begun, with a viewof in- 
creafing the terror and ‘confufion of the enemy, 

and the moft profound filence being in the mean 
Whiie recommended, they began their mareh et 
a very flo “Y¥ pace to prevent their being fatigued 
before the action begun, and to allow the ene- 
my Hime. to be lulled in fleep and fecurity. But 
they had icarcely proceeded half a league whea 
their {couts returned with a centinel whom they 
had furprized, though his companion fount 
mean? to eicape among the bufhes. This ac 
cident occafioned. a fhort confultation among 

the cimcers, who ha rsciehna thought, th 
if the ioldier fhould difcover them he “would 
take »circnit to the town to avoid danger, | and 
thereiore by haftening their march they might 
prob: y' yt reach Zemporlla as foon as he, and at 
deaf <eovld have the advantage of attacking 
the enc:ny in the diforder of their firtt "ni 
‘ 
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They therefore left their houies, baggage and 


other incumbrances by the fide of a little brook 
near the ‘road, and pushed forward with ail 
poible hafle. Rut notwithitanding this, the 
cntinel, winged by fear, had arrived a few 
minutes "before them, crying aloud, the encmy 
upon us ; but being infianily carried betore 
Nervacz, he fiighted his intelligence, and thought 
it mpolitble that Corres fhould venture to march 
i ftich a dark tempeftuous night, or prefume to 


attack him with fuch an handful of men. 
A little after midnight Corres reached Zeripo- 


sa without being difcovered by the enemy’s 


cavalry, and not only entered the town, but 
came in fight of the temple without finding 
any guards, or being challenged by one centi- 
nel. This happened at the very inftant when 
the foldier was telling Narvaez that Corts was 
marching towards the place with his whole ar- 
my: But though he was difbelieved by that 
obftinate commander, his foldiers had taken to 


their arms, and were in fome degree p.epared 


for their defence. Corres _foon perceiving that 
he was difcovered, and had no time to -loie, 
began the attack, by ordering Gonzalo de San- 
oval to mount the {fteps, when thofe who were 
upon guard with the artillery, fired two or three 
pieces, and their report was.inttantly fucceed- 
ed with the noife of the drums, trumpets, and 
me confufed cries of the foldiers, who flew to the 
fefence of the fteps. The difpute foon came to 
te pike and the fword, and Savdeval was hard 
prefled in his attempt to force his way in fpite 
i the difadvantage of the ground, and the 
fuperiority 
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faperiority of numbers ; but De Oled foot: cat 
to his reef, and Cortes quitting the rear threw 
himfelf fword in hand into the hotteft of the en: 
gagement, with fuch impetuofity, that nothing 
could withitand him, fo that in a few moments 
the enemy gave way, and foon retreated im great 
diforder, after having abandoned their artillery, 
fome flying to their quarters, while other 
repaired to the gate of the principal tower, 
where the difpute was renewed, and for fome 
time continued with great obftinacy. 

Narvaez, having put on his armour, e- 
-efted his utmoft endeavours to rally his fcattet. 
ed troops, and with great refolution rufhed in: 
to the midft of the battle, where his eye being 
thruft out witha pike, he fell down crying, ! 
am aidead man. ‘Yhis compleated the confution 
of his foldiers, fome of whom abandcned hin, 
while others ftood as if they had been thunder 
ftruck, and others again fought with fuch dit 
order, chat they were eafily routed, and thet 
genefti taken prifoner. An end was now pit 
to the dijpute, for the enemy fhut themfelves up 
in the towers, while the followers of Crt, 
having nobody to eppofe them, proclaimed theif 
victory with loud acciamations, which ferved to 
heighten the appreheafions of the vanquithed, 
whofe terror was likewile augmented by the 
fight of numerous lights in the eountry, which, 
though folely produced’ from a kind of glow 
wornis, they ridiculoufly imagined were an al 
my of arquebufiers with lighted matches, and 
their difordered imaginations made them {up 


pole 
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pofe that thefe were the auxiliaries of Cortes 
marching to his affiftance. 

Cortes at length putting a ftop to the fhouts of 
the people, caufed the artillery to be turned 
aoainft the towers, and proclaimed a_ general 
pardon for thefe who would furrender, with 
advantageous conditions to fuch as would enter 
into his fervice, and free liberty to thofe who 
were defjrous of returning to Cuba. This ftep 
bing taken in the firft tumult of their fear, 
was attended with great fuccefs ; for thefe terms 
were nO fooner propofed at the three towers, 
than both officers and foldiers came in whole 


ui: Mcompanies to furrender, when Cores received 
ng them with the greateft kimdnefs, though he 
1 Bicaufed them to be divided, and ptt under a 


roper guard, till the light fhould give him an 
portunity of difcovering who they were. He 
hen went to vifit Narvaez. ‘That gentleman 
having been committed to the care of Sandoval, 
tad his wound already dreffed, and feeing him 
nter the apartment, cried, T4ank God, Captain. 
ortes, for your fucce/s in making me your prifo- 
ty Mier, Tranks be to God for all things, friend Nar- 
jaez, he returned, dxut, vanity apart, I look ~ 
5 vi ftory, and your imprifonment, among the leaf 
mpderable aftions that have. been performed in 
bis country. 
Cortes being now informed that one of the 
owers, commanded by Salvatierra and Diego 
dlafquex. the younger, refufed to furrender, he 
dered two pieces of artillery to be planted 
ganft it; but the defendants called for quar- 
ws at the very firft difcharge, when Juan Ve- 


bafquex 
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da/juex de Leon entered with a {mall body, and 
feized Diego and Salvatie ra, who were Cort ss 
inveterate enemies. Thus the victory was ob. 
tained with the lofs of four men, though the 
conquered had a Captain, an infign, and fii- 
teen private men killed upon the fpot. 

At day-break the 2000 Chinantlins arrived, 
when Cotes was glad of letting his prifoner 
fee, that he was Rot dettitute . of allies; whi 
the va nquifhed were’ filled wich fhame, per 
ceiving the tmall number of men by whom 
they had been entirely defeated, and curled 
their careleffnefs and the infolence ef Narva, 
Cort-s had many friends among them, who de. 
firing to be inlitted m_ his ariny, thei example 
was fo0n° followed by all the other prifoner 
and not a fingle man expretled the ke 2ait inclina 
nation to return to Cvb2, 

Vhus Cortes, by bis admirable conduct an 
bravery, found himfeit in a few hours at the 
head of above 1000 Spaniards; the only ene 
mies he had to fear, were fafe in his cuftody 
he had a fleet of eleven fhips and feven brigan 
tines at his difpofal, and he had the pleafureo 
feeing the laft effort of Diego de Felafjuca en 
tirely fruftrated. Narzvacz’s horfe never engage 
in the action, but made their efcape into th 
country, where being united into a troop ¢ 
forty, they pretended to itand on their defeac 
but were {oon brought to enlift under Corves. A 
length the fails, tackling, and rudders of all th 
veflels were brought athore, and laid up in Ter 
érux; the pilots and. mariners were brough 

{ 
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to Zempoalla, and the army was allowed to con- 
tinue {ome days in quarters tor refrefhment. 
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Cortes marches back to Mexico to the Afijiance of 
Alverado, againff whom the Mexicans bad taker 


up Arms; where he finds the People in a viel. nt 


Ferment, Huis Troops are feveral Times a'tack a, 
and his Offers of Peace reected. Motezuma, ha- 
ranguing the Mexicans, 2a order to perfuad: them 
to lay down their Arms, is mortally wounded, and 
divs, conjuring Cortes to revenge bis Fall. 


\ HILE Cortes continued in his quarters 
¥ of refrefhment, he difmiffed the Chixant- 
lans with prefents, and was vitited by the in- 
habitants of the neighbouring villages, and by 
the Caciques of the adjacent countries, who all 
came to congratulate him upon his fuccefs: 
but, notwithitanding his good fortune, he could 
not be eafy when'he reiiected upon 4/verado’s 
ituation, fince he knew him to be encompaffed 
with enemies, and at the mercy of a Prince who 
might be perfuaded to facrifice him and his few 
troops for the advantage of the Empire. He 
therefore refolved to return to Aéexico, and that 
neither Afotezuma nor his people might be offend- 


ed at his returning with fuch a numerous body, 


he propofed to divide his army, and employ the 
greateit part of it in other conquetts. | 
Vhile Cortes was taking thefe meafures, a letter 
fom Alwerado, obliged him to alter his fcheme. 
by this letter he was informed, that in fpite of 
Vor, Il. P Morexuma, 
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Motezuma, who had never once attempted to 
leave the quarters, the: Mexicazs had taken 
arms, and repeated their attacks with fuch refo. 
lution, that unlefs he and his men were imme. 
diately fuccoured, they muft all inevitably pe. 
rifh: And what was itl more extraordinary, 
the foldier who brought this letter, was ac. 
companied by an Ambafflador from Motexuma, 
who prefled Cortes to return as foon as poffible, left 
and affured him, that tho’ his own life fhould b 
at ftake, he would never abandon A/verado. 

Upon receiving .this intelligence, Cortes and 
his officers unanimoutfly agreed, that no time 
was to be loft. Rodcrigo Rangel, a perfon of ap. 
proved fidelity, was immediately appointed deJ. 
puty governor of Vera Cruz; and a garrifoni... 
was left at Zempoalla, after which the army , 
amounted to 1000 foot and 100 horfe. Cortes 
having fent an anfwer to Motexzuma, and ano 
ther to Alverado, with an account of his victory, 
and affurances of his coming to their adffiftance, 
began his march, the army taking different 
routs, in order to be the more eafily fupplied 
with provifions. ‘They rendezvoufed near Zid 
cala, at which city they were received with great 
joy and affection. That republic ftimulated hia 
againft the Mesicans, and offered to aflemble 
all their troops for his fervice. He, however, 
declined the offer, and contented himfelf wit 
taking a body of 2000 men. 

Cortes pafled the caufeway without the lea 
oppofition, notwithftanding his perceiving ms 
ny marks of the fury of the Mexicans, fot 
his two brigantines were ftaved to pieces ; and 
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haf burnt. On his entering Mexico, the fub- 
ubs were abandoried; the bridges, by which 
the ftreets had a communication with each other, 
were broken down, and a profound filence 
reigned over the city. Thefe fufpicious fymp- 
toms made Cortes order the infantry to flacken 
theit pace, while the cavalry marched before 
toreconnoitre: but the Spaniards who had been 
kft in the city, foon difcovering the army, 
mifed a great fhout, and removed his appre- 
henfions. Pedro de Alwerado with his people 
received them at the gate of his quarters, in 
atranfport of joy, and Morexuna himfelf went 
tothe outward court to meet Cortes, whem he 
embraced with all the marks of a fincere affec- 
tion. 

Cortes having taken proper meafures for the 
fecurity of the troops, retired with A/verado, to 


inquire into the caufe of that fedition among 
the Mexicans, which had put him in fuch dan- 
ser; when that officer informed him, that foon 
ater his departure the nobles had behaved with 
lefs ow itt than ufual. ‘That from the informa- 


ion of a trufty fpy he learned that they held 
Itequent aflemblies in private, and that a con- 
piracy was concerted againft the Spaniards, in 
hich it was agreed to aflemble the inhabitants 
inder the pretence of celebrating annual dances 
called Mirates, when the nobles were to ha- 
angue the populace, and immediately proceed 
to the Spanifh quarters, in order to extirpate 
he infolent ftrangers, who kept their Emperor 
puoner, and treated even their gods with con- 
empt, 
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On the morning preceding the day appoint. 
ed, 10me of the chief perions in this fedition, 
came to defire 4/verado’s permittion to celebrate 
their feftival. However he was that very night 
informed that they were very buiy in conceal. 
ing confiderable quantities cf arms in houfes 
near the temples upon which he reiolved to 
anticipate th ¢ execution of their icheme, by at- 
tacking them before they  fhould have time 
either to take ari cr to raite the populace, 
This ily: deed dicheme he prt in execution. ° He 
left the fort with his 50 men under the pretence 
of feeing the Hesston 1, and perceiving the 
Mexicans mntoxicated with hignor, attacked and 
diiperfed them wirhont oppoktion ; many of them 
bane kivied and wounded in their flight : the 
Soa tiare’s firipped tuem of their jewels and other 
ornaments; after which Alverado retired with 


Out even takin § the neceflary ftep of acquainting 
1 


the pe pie with his motives for committing this 
étion, whence it was naturally imputed to his 


The people incenfed at feeing the no- 
biiry uacghtered and pillaged before their eyes, 
now ran to arms, and raifed a very formidable 
injurrection. They had feveral times attacket 
the 5% 2i/b quarters, and being fo fuccefsful as t 
kill three or four Ssavards, their courage wa 
anled tofuch a height, that inftead of dreading 
the refentment of Cortes, and his troops, which 
were fo greatly increafed, they retired to ano- 
ther part of the town, leaving the entrance 
open, that by giving the Spaniards an opportt- 
ity of being united, they might furround an 
deitroy them at once. 
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Cortes cenfured Alverado very feverely for his 
rahhnefs in leaving the quarters, when the city 


© Bi was in fuch a commotion; blamed him for con- 
caling from Morezuma the firft intelligence he 


hid received, and for retiring without having 
informed the populace of the caufe of fuch a 
jolent affault, and made 4/w-rad> fo fentible of 
his indifcretion, that he deiired to be impritoned, 
mn order to tacilitate the reduction of the in- 
raved inultitude. 

The Mexicans made no attempt thet night, 
pit the fame myiterious filence prevailing the 
nxt morning, Cortes ordered Diego de Orda to 


ce 
the 


S 
nd ac through the principal ftreets, at tue head 
- ff 400 Spanifo and Tlafcalan toldicrs, and if 
e 


oliible to penetrate into thetr defigns. But 
Diego had not proceeded far, when he obferved 
body of armed men,. which had been detach- 


her 
ithe 


a on purpofe to draw him farther from the 
‘hi uarters. He accordingly advanced a confcer- 
"Mile way, in order to take fome prifoners; but 
NBs all at once oppoted by an innumcrable m ul- 
she tide, who ran boidly up to his front, while 


other army, which had been concezied in the 
ats ftreets, attacked him in the rear: at the 
me time all the terraces and windows on each 
ewere crowded with armed men, moihowcred 
bon them an infinite number of arrows, darts 
id ftones. Diego perceiv ing his retreat cut of, 
as to prevent his infor ming Cortes of his dan- 
t, ordered his rear to face about, 
$men to exert themfelves with their words 
dpikes below, while his fire arms were uled 
aint thofe above, The heat of the envive- 
r 3 miciit 
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ment was however but of a fhort continuance, 
for notwithflanding the fury with which the 
Mexicans advanced, their attacks were made inf 
tumultuous a manner that they were foon throw: 
into confufion, andretired toa diftance, where 
they could neither offend nor be offended, an 
the windows and terraces, being at the fame 
time cleared by the fire-arms, Dzego endeavoure 
to make his retreat, though he was oblige 
In this engage 


to cut his way {word in hand. 
ment he left feven foldiers dead upon the {po 


and both himfelf and the greateft part of his met 


were wounded. 


This event rendered Cortes but too fenfibl 
that there was no room for negotiation. H 
therefore-refolved to fally out with the gréate 


part of his forces, in order. to oblige them t 
fue for an accommodation. 
the Mexicans looked upon Diego's retreat a3 
flight, and followed him with inconceivable 
ry, till they were terrified and driven back | 
the artillery from the Spaai/b quarters, whi 
made a dreadful flaughter. They however halt 
within fight, and the itreets were foon filled ag: 
with armed men, whofe drums and fhells foun 
ing the fignal for an affault, they advanced wi 
prodigious impetuofity. ‘Their rear was comp 
fed of archers, who were defigned to clear # 
walls, that the reft of the army might approa 
and fuch fhowers of arrows were diicharged, ti 
the Spaniards were foon obligéd to employ 
number of hands to remove them, to prevé 
their blocking up the way to the ramp 
While the archers were thus engaged, thet 

ne 


In the mean tim 
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notwithftanding the dreadful havock made among 
them by the cannon and fmall arms, advanced’ 
to the very gates, which they endeavoured to 
cut in pieces, with inftruments edged with flint. 
Some leaped upon the fhoulders of their com- | 
panions, and others made ladders of their pikes 
and lances in order to fcale the walls; one fet 
of men were no fooner wounded and fell, but 
their place was fupplied by others, who, as 
if they had been ftrangers to fear and com- 
palion, trampled upon the bodies of their 
friends, and fought like wild beafts made doubly 
firious by famine and revenge. ‘They were 
however at laft repulfed, when they retired for 
cover to the crofs ftreets, where they ftaid tll 
the approach of night, and then raifed another 
terrible alarm, by beginning a_ very different 
kind of fight, for by fhooting fire-arrows into 
the quarters, they produced a dreadful confla- 
gration in feveral parts of the building, which 
forced the Spaniards to break down walls, to pre-« 
vent the communication of the flames, and then 
to labour the greateft part of the night in repairs 
ing the breaches they had made, in order to put 
themfelves again in a pofture of defence. 

The next morning the enemy appeared at a 
uiftance, and though afraid of advancing with- 
incannon‘fhot, challenged the Spaniards to come 
out to battle, with many injurious reproaches. 
Cortes, who had refolved to make a fally, took 
this opportunity to inflame the minds of his 
loldiers with a fhort fpeech, and finding them 
impatient of delay, divided his whole force in- 
ta three battalions, two of which were direéted 

ae 
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to clear the crois ftreets, while he himfelf took 
the large {treet, where the greateit body of the 
eneiny was potted. ‘The Jdexicans ttood the firt 
charge without giving ground, and even fought 
hand to hand with their clubs and two-handed 
{words, which they weilded with incredible fury, 
nor could the fire-arms put a {top to the flowers 
of {tones and javelins that were thrown from 
the windows and balcontes, till fire was fet to 
jome of the houies. The Adewicans however 
at lait gave way; but as they retreated, broke 
down the bridges of the ftreets, which obliged 
the Spaniards to fill up the canals, betore they 
could proiecute the victory. While Cortes was 
thus advancing, the two battalions charged the 
multitude that had poffetlion of the ftreets on 
the fides, and drove the enemy before them, 
till they entered a large {quare, where the three 
divifions joined, when the Mexicans betook them- 
felves to flight, with as much precipitation as they 
had before made their attack. 

Cortes did not think proper to ailow his men 
to engage in the purtuit, but havine lott ten 
or tweive foldiers in the action, retired without 
oppofition. The lois of the enemy was {fo great, 
that the dead bodies lay 1n heaps, and the Ca- 
nals of the city were tinged with blood. Corts 
allotted three deys for the refrefhment of his 
troops, during which he renewed his overtures 
of peace, by means of fome Mexicans, who 
were in. Motezuma’s fervice; but at the fame 
time continued to obferve the ftricteft vigilance 
and precaution, and among other {tratagems 
contrived four wooden towers to run upon 

wheels, 


theels, each of which was capable of contain- 
ng20 or 30 men, who might fight under cover, 
et houfes on fire, and deftroy their barricados 
ailed in the principal ftreets. Having finifhed 
hele machines, he made a fecond faily «with the 
mncipal part of the Ssexards, together with 
he whole body of Ylafcalans, who had fought 
ith great bravery in the laft engagement. He 
fo took fome pieces of artillery, the wooden 
overs, and a few led horfes, that were to be 
fed occafionally. 


od Me Lhe Mexicans were now commanded by the 
ey mincipal nobles, who had greatly augmented 
ag Mee army, and waited for the Spaniar.!s in pro- 


ound filence ; but the latter had no fooner be- 
nin treir march, than they were tuddeniy fur- 
mied with the hoarfe and difasreeabvic found 
f their fea-fhells and drums, added to the fhouts 
gu DLOr ae multitude, which ecvanced 
ey nth unufual regularity, and amazing refclution, 
wing and receiving the firft charges without 
a ‘ing ; difordered. When they were forced to 
en Mee Way, they retired leifurely, without turning 
vat Meeeld backs, and renewed the Robt at ev ery canal, 
at, ee? arricado, with fuch obitinacy, thai they 
nq. Mere Hot to ‘be diflodged without the a artillery. 
es Wpecy difcharged their arrows and lances in a 
his waeguiar manner. Some fwam about the canals 
res arching for opportunities to wound the SDant= 
ho me W ith long pikes, while others cait trom 
me Mec Windows, “balconies, and terraces, large 
nce Mecnes and fragments of rocks provided for that 
ams Metpole, by which the moving towers were 
on fe fhatt tered to pieces ; and, in fhort, the battle 
was 
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was fought with fauch method and alacrity, a 
plainly proved that it was conducted by a gené. 
ral in chief. 

The engagement contmued the greateft part 
of the cay, during which a great number of 
the Adevicaus loft their lives, and the city was 
much damaged by the burning of the houfes, 
The Spaniards and their confederates were re 
pulfed with fuch bravery, that they were obl- 
ged to difpute the ground by inches, and night 
drawing on before Corics had made much pro- 
grefs, he found it would be impoifible fer 
him to maintain the pofts he had gained, and 
therefore retired to his quarters, wih the lots 
of 40 men, who were chiefly Tla/calans, and 
vith 50 Spawicrds much wounded, he himfelt hav. 
ing received a fhotwith an arrow in his left han¢, 
He now began ferioufly to reflect, that notwith 
ftandine al! the advantages he had obtained 
Over the Mexicans, his numbers in a feries ¢ 
fuch victories would be greatly diminifhed, ant 
that in cafe of a general revolt againit Motez 
wa, they might eafily ftarve him in his quar 
ters; nor was the Emperor himfelf under le 
uneafinefs. From the higheft turret of the pi 
lace he had objferved the battle, and could ea 
ly diftinguifh the Cacique of Jztapalapa, am 
other ncbles who might afpire to the Empit 
He dreaded the lofs of his crown, and bein 
fenfible that he could never reftore his fubyett 
to obedience while the Speniatds remained 
Mexico, he fent for Cortes the next mornin 
told him his fentiments, and intreated him 
leave the city, that he might return to his . 

palac 
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palace, refume the reins of government, and quell 
the feditions of his people. 

Cortes readily confented to this propofal, and 
refolved to retire for the prefent, that he might 
have leifure to concert a new plan, and be en- 
abled to execute it with a better profpect of 
fuccefs: but his conference with the Emperor 
was interrupted, by his being toid that the ene- 
my was adyancing with great fury, to makea 
general attack-upon the quarters. They rufhed 
on with prodigious impetuofity, and in {pite of 
the havock made among them by the artillery 
aad {mall arms, behaved with fuch bravery that 
fome of them got over the walls, which obliged 

tes to form abody of referve in the principal 
ourt, whence he occafionally fent detachments 
ofupport fuch as were hard preffed or fatigued 
with action. 

While the affault was thus carrying on with 
mazing vigour, MMo/exuma propofed to fhew 

imfelf to the people trom the wall, in order 

0 command the populace to retire, and order 

enobles to come unarmed into his preience, 
hathe might take proper meafures to redreis 
heir grievances. This motion being approved 

y Cortes, the Emperor immediately adorned 

infelf with the enfigns of royalty, the crown, 

e mantle, and the jewels worn on the mutt 

lemn occafions, and then mounted the terrace, 

ith the principal Mexicans who continued in 
is fervice, one of whom advancing to the rails, 
led with a loud voice, that the great Mor - 
ma had condefcended to come forth, and re- 
ls their grievances. His name was no fooner 

men- 
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mentioned, than the outcries of the people ce 
ed, and they ftood filent and motionle(s, as 
awed by fomething fupernatural, and when 
appéared, the whole multitude humbled they 
felves to the earth. He looked round hy 
with a majeftic air, and diftinguifhing the nob 
in the crowd, defired them feverally by nan 
to approach, thanked them for the zeal a 
atfection they had fhewn in his fervice, and x 
prefented to the people that they were actuat 
by a principle of miftaken loyalty ; that his 1 
fiding among the Spaniards was not the effec 
compulfion : “that he was refolved to difmits the 
from his court, and therefore defired his fubje 
to lay down their arms. 

This condetcenfion made fuch an imprefli 
upon the hearers, who had been ufed to ob 
him with fear and trembling, that many we 
to fee the Emperor fo humbled, and the r 
hung down their heads, and ttood in filence a 
fufpence. But thefe favourable difpofitions we 
foon changed. Some of the Emiffaries belon 
ing to the Cacique, who hoped to fucceed More 
me, upbraiding that Prince with being a cowa 
a prifoner, and a flave, raifed a clamour amo 
the people, and inftantly turned their compaili 
into fuch rage, that they curfed him, and utter 
the moft opprobrious invecttives. The motio 
he made with his hand and head were now ¢ 

regarded ; and his efforts to {peak rendered! 
effectual, by their repeated fhouts, ’till at leng 
they let fly a fhower of arrows againft hi 
Two foldiers being near him, endeavoured 
cover him with their bucklers ; ; but in fpite 
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all their care, he was wounded in feveral places, 
and received a terrible blow with a {tone upon 
one of his temples, which brought him to the 
sound. Cortes having caufed him to be car- 
ied to his apartment, refolved to be revenged 
m the authors of this misfortune. But he then 
ould find no enemy cn whom he could wreak 
is revenge ; forthe Emperor no fooner fell, than” 
te Mexicans, {truck with horror and conitterna- 
ion, initantly fled. / 7 
Motezuma had fcarcely recovered his fenfes, 
an he became frantic with rage; imprecated 


‘Me moft dreadful curfes upon his rebellious fub- 


Eheim 
ay of 


ets, and refufed to liften to the remon{trances 
dconfolations of Cortes, who in. vain endea- 
ured to comfort him. He tore the bandages 
id plaifters from his wounds, and even attempt- 
ito put an end to his life, which made it ne- 
flary to reftrain him by force, and then he abe 
Mutely refufed to take any manner of fuftenance. 
ewound in his head was very dangerous, and 
agitation of his mind foon rendered it more . 
; Corts joined with Father Bartholomew de 
imdo in pes{uading him to renounce his ido- 
ty; but all Mheir arguments were to no pur- 
he, and he expared after having conjured the 
neral to revenge his death. 
Motezuma’s unhappy fate filled Corzes with 
tat concern. He had an affection for that 
nce, and all his hopes had centered in his 
luntary fubmiilion tothe King of Spain. He 
snow obliged to form a new plan, and to 
It all the advantages he enjoyed by his influ- 
teat the court of Mexico. The firtt ftep he 
Vou. I. QO. took, 
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took, was appointing fix of Motezuma’s princi 
pal attendants, fome of whom were Prietts, tc 
carry out his body to the rebels, with orders t 
tell the Princes who headed them, that he ha 
fent them the corpfe of their late Sovereign 
whom they themfelves had murdered, and who 
before his death, had earneftly conjured him « 
revenge his wrongs, and chaftife them for thei 
abominable rebellion, Butas he imagined tha 
the infurrection was not approved by the noble 
he once more propofed peace, and was ready 
agree to any reafonable conditions ; but fhoul 
they neglect his -propofal he would treat them ; 
the worft of rebels; and as his refpect for Mot 
zuma could no longer moderate his refentment 
he would lay wafte their city with fire and fwor 

The bearers of the corpie were met at a fim: 
diftance from the quarters by a body of tl 
inhabitants, who threw down their arms, ar 
followed their deceafed fovereign with the mo 
profound reverence and refpect. The city wi 
— inftantly filled with lamentations, and thoy 
another Emperor was already elected, th 
teltified their repentance by the ftrongett ¢ 


preflions of forrow, repeating the name of I ; 
zezusa, and running about the ftreets in ¢ , 
morous tumults till the next morning, wh 


they conveyed the body to the mountain of C 
pultepeque, where it was interred with great 
lemnity. 

Thus fell the great Motezuma, the moft pow 
ful Emperor that had ever filled the Mexi@, 
throne. He had reigned feventeen years, | 
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the eleventh in the number of Emperors, and 
the fecond of that name. He left four fons and 
three daughters: two of the former, who lived 
with their father in his confinement, were af- 
terwards killed by the Mexicans in Cortes’s re- 
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Chriftian religion, and were married to Spanierds 5 
but the moft diftinguifhed of his defcendants 
was one of Motezuma’s fons, who at his baptifm 
took the name of Don Pedro de.Motexzuma, and 
received many favours from his moft Catholic 
Majefty, who gave him confiderable poffetlions 
in New Spazn, with the title of Count of Motes 
zuma, Which his pofterity ftill enjoy. 


“ CHAP. XII. 
The War carried on afrefh againfi{ Cortes, who 


efcapes the moft imminent Dangers, and every 
where defeats the Indians. He retires from 
Mexico, with his Army, by Nighi; but is af- 
fi faulted in his Retreat, and lofes many Men; 
however, he at length obtains a great Vi Glory 
over the united Forces of Mexico, by /eizing 
fC! the Royal Standard. 


‘HE Mexicans made no attempt upon the 
pong - Spanifp quarters while the Emperor re- 
Moxigeained HH of his wounds, which Cortes attri- 
Muted to their being filled with horror at the 
thoughts of the crime they had committed; but 
it was really owing to the nobility being wholly 
employed in the inauguration of Quilavaca, 
Q.2 Cacique 


treat. The daughters afterwards embraced the © 
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Cacique of Jztapalapa, whom they raifed to the 
throne. 

The Mexicans, inftead of liftening to the pro 
pofal made by AZorezuma’s fervants, renewed the 
war with greater vigour than ever; and on the 
morning that fucceeded the late Emperor’s {une 
ral, all the itreets were, by break of day, fille 
with armed men. They had alfo put a ftrong 
garrifon in the towers of the temple, which com 
manded part of .the Spani/h quarters. This im 
portant poft, which was defended by 500 chote 
men of the nobility, Cortes refolved at all events 
to carry. He therefore drew the greateft part 
of his itrength out of the quarters, and havin 
formed feveral battalions; fufficient to cut of 
all communication between the towers and the 


Iadivnsin the ftreets, he ordered Captain E/co 


éar with a confiderable detachment, to attack 
the temple, which was of difficult accefs, That 
officer marched to the lower porch without op- 
pofition ;-but fuddenly the defendants from the 
upper porch difcharged fuch a fhower of lances 
arrows, large itones, and half-burnt beams. 0 
timber: provided for that purpofe, that the af 
failants were thrown into diforder, and obligec 
to retreat in confufion, after their having re 
turned three times to the attack. 4 
Mean while Corts was at the head of a troop 
of horfe, bufily employed in fupporting thole 
who moft needed his affiftance ;' but feeing £; 
cobar defeated, he inftantly quitted his horle 
caufed a fhield to be faftened to his arm, on ac 
count of the wound in his hand, then flying to hl 
afliftance, advanced to the itairs with fuch a 
pidit 
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@pidity as infpired his followers with the ambi- 
tion to imitate his example. In an inftant the 
ation was renewed with furprizing obftinacy. 
am The brave defendants fought hand to hand like 
@mmen refolved rather to die than to furrender. 
The very Priefts fell fighting valiantly, exhort- 
ing the people to fhew their courage in defence 
of their gods, and they all fuffered themfelves 
tobe cut in pieces to aman, before the Spani- 
ards could get poffeilion of the poft. In the heat 
of this engagement, two Mexicans who had de- 
wavoted their lives to the fervice of their country, 
feing C.-rtes upon a tower, threw down their 


ing@marms, ran up to him, and ftooping down like 


Miupplicants, feized him, and endeavoured to 
Methrow him over the rails: but after ftruggling 
with him for fome time, he had the good fpr- 
tune to difengage himfelf; upon which, they 
threw sheentiihees headlong from the tower, and 
‘Mtheir brains were dafhed out againft the pave- 


vi ment. 


m Cortes then feized a confiderable quantity of 
provifions which he found in the temple, and 
ordered it to be conveyed to his quarters: which 
being done, he commanded the Tiafcalans to 
fet fire to feveral houfes, that the artillery might 
command the whole edifice. He then took a 
New of the engagement below, and perceiving 
he Spaniards clofely preffed .in the principal 
lteet which they defended with: great difficulty, 
he immediately mounted his horfe, and hatted 
@ their affiftance, ordering E/cobar to follow 
with his men, with all poffible expedition. In 
the mean time he attacked the multitude at the 
lead of his cavalry, killing or wounding all 
2 : who 
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who oppofed him, but rufhing too far before the 
reft of his troops, his retreat was cut off. Upon 
this he entered another ftreet, where he hoped t 
meet with lefs refiftance, and there he fell in 
among a body of Mexicans, who had taken Andre 
de Duero, and were conveying: him alive to offe 
him as a facrificetotheir gods. Cortes inftanth 
flew upon them with fuch fury, as threw the 
whole party intoconfufion, and Duwero took thi 


opportunity of drawing a dagger, which they hagirec 


overlooked, when they had attempted to difarn 
him, aiid inftantly freed himfelf by the death o 
thofe who held him; then recovering his horf 
and lance, the two friends broke through : 
oppofition, The Mexicans now retired wit 
preat precipitation, and the General return 
with his troops into the quarters, after they ha 
made a dreadful havock among the enemy, ¢ 
burnt a confiderable part of the city. 

The next day the enemy defired a parle 
which being granted by Cortes, feveral of t 
nobles approached the walls, and in the na 
of the new Emperor, propofed that the Spar 
ards fhould inftantly march down to the fea fi 
and leave the country, upon which conditic 
they promifed to put an end to all hoftilities 
but obferved, that fhould he rejeé this propot 
they muft all inevitably perith ; for as they we 
now convinced by experience, that the Spania 
wete mortal, they were refolved to contin 
their attacks, and though the death of eve 
Chriftian fhould coft them 20,000 lives, th 
would have a number left fufficient ro rejoice @ 
their fuccefs. 
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To this Cortes replied, that the Spaniards did 
not pretend to be immortal, though they were 
fofuperior to the Mexicaas, that with his hand- 
ful of men he would deftroy the whole Em- 
pire; but being moved by the calamities, they, 
through their own obftinacy, had fuffered, he 
was refolved to depart, and that he only waited 
a@utill the neceffary preparations were made for his 
@march, and other articles agreed upon for the 
reciprocal advantage of both parties. The no- 
bles feemed pleafed with this anfwer, though 
the overtures they had made were intended to 
anfwer a very different purpofe. It had been 
agreed by the new Emperor and his council, 
that inftead of expofing themfelve: to fuch ter 
nble laughter, as the people had always fuffered 
from the artillery and other fire-arms, they 
fhould diftrefs the Spaniards by famine, and 
amufe them with negotiations, till they fhould 
be weakened and difpirited by hunger, when 
hey might fall upon them to greater advantage. 
hey recolleéted that Motezuma’s three fons, and 
other perfons of diftinGtion were prifoners in the 
pani/o quarters, but willingly devoted them as 
acrifices to the good of their country, except 
heir chief Prieft, whom they refolved, if poifible, 
m0 deliver. 

The Deputies therefore returned the fame 
vening with a propofal, that fome of the Mexi- 
tan prifoners fhould be fent with inftructions to 
he Emperor, artfully hinting that the moft 
Moper perfon would be a certain ancient Prieft, 
who being an intelligent man, would be able to 
Knove whatever difficulties might be ftarted. 

fsortes 
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Cortes readily affented to the propofal, and mac 
the Prieft acquainted: with his demands in r 
lation to the neceffaries he fhould want in hi 
march, refolving if he fhould return to ex 
plain bimfelf with refpect to their laying dow 
their’ arms and delivering hoftages. But the 
had not the leait intention. to fend him back 
or to came to an amicable agreement, — whic 
was very evident from the centinel’s difcover 
ing, that they were employed in making trench 
to defend the paflage of the canals,-in breakin; 
down the bridges of the principal caufeway 
and cutting off all communication with the roa 
leading to Tlafcala. Cortes was greatly alarmet 
at this intelligence, and immediately ordered t 
portable bridge to be made ftrong enough t 
bear the weight of the artillery, and {fo lighta 
to be carried by 40 foldiers. 

Men were immediately employed in makin 
this bridge, and at the fame time Cortes aflem 
bled his Captains, in order to confult whethe 
they fhould retreat by day or by night ; for h 
was refolved to retire to Tla/cala, and there t 
take meafures for laying fiege to the My ¢ 
Mexico. The majority of the officers propolet 
aretreat by night, on account of the fuperftitioy 
of the Mexicans, which made it unufual fo 
them to engage an enemy after fun-fet, ant 
from the difficulty of attacking them in- the ca 
noes in the dark, This was however warm} 
oppofed by Cortes, and feveral others; ,bu 
the queftion being put to the vote, the majorit) 
declared for the firft propofal, to which Cort 
affented, and it was refolved tq give the enem) 

| See, 
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as little time as poffible to form obftructions, by 
beginning their march that very night. The 
carpenters had no fooner finifhed the bridge, 
which was to be moved from one opemng in 
the caufeway to another, than Cortes fent yo 
ther Mexzcan in order to amufe the enemy with 
father propofals of peace, while he made the 
wroper difpofitions for his retreat. His van-guard 
he ordered to confitt of 200 Spani/h foldiers, with 
he choiceft of the Yilafcalans, and 20 horte. 
he rear-guard was to confift of a ftill larger 
number of horfe and foot ; and the prifoners, 
the artillery and baggage, with the main body 
ft the army, were to be in the centre. This 
der being fixed, he caufed the treafure to be 
ought into his apartment, and taking one-fifth 
or the King, in what was moit portable, he de- 
wered it to the commiffary with fome wounded 
lorfes for the carriage ; but the remainder which. 
mounted to upwards of 700,000 pieces of eight 
¢ propofed to leave as a dangerous incum- 
mance; but finding the foldiers unwilling to 
te their fhare, he gave them leave to take what 
hey could conveniently carry, in confequence 
t which fome of the moft avaritious, who were 
mong thofe who came with Narvaez, loaded 
henfelves fo heavily, that they ftaggered under 
eir burdens. re 

Cortes having taken thefe previous fteps, .en- 
ouraged the foldiers by a fhort fpeech, and about 
mdnight they began their march with great 
mence and circumfpection, being favoured by 
he wetnefs of the weather, and the darkned(s 
fm the night. The bridge which was carried in 
the 
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the front was laid over the firft canal before they 
met with the leaft oppofition; but- the weight 
of the artillery and horfe jammed it fo fat, 
that they found it impracticable to remove it; 
and indeed they had not time to ufe much pains 
about it; for before the army had paffed the 
firft breach of the caufeway, they were fudden 
ly attacked on all fides; for the enemy havin 
obferved their motions, had affembled thei 
troops and canoes with fuch expedition an 
filence, that the lake was covered on each fit 
of the caufeway. The attack began with grea 
regularity, before they were obferved, and ha 
the Mexicans continued to preferve the fam 
good order during the engagement, Cortes an 
his whole army muft have perifhed. But th 

foon returned to their ufual way of charging 1 
confufion, by which means many of the cance 
were dafhed to pieces againft each other, ap 
the Spaniards made a dreadful flaughter. The 

were attacked in front by a vaft number, wh 
being impatient till they came to action, ha 
thrown themfelves into the lake, and clamber 
up the caufeway in order to difpute the paflage 
but they were fo crowded, that they had {fcarcel 
room to make ufe of their weapons, and tl 

flaughter was according to fome authors fo grea 

as tofupply a fuffiicient number of bodies, ! 
form a paffage for the Spaniards in the lake 

But other authors alledge, that the enemy leftt! 

beam of the fecond bridge on which the foldi 

paffed over in files, leading their horfes throu 

_ the water by the bridles. 


Cor 
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Cortes on his reaching the fhore ordered the 
Mmen to be formed as faft as they arrived, and 
then returning to the caufeway, entered into the. 
engagement, and animated the men by his pre- 


It Mfence andexample. He caufed each fide of the 
Micaufeway to be lined with foldiers, who were to 


@m repel the enemy while the reft marched between 
them in the centre, and to facilitate the march, 
fhe ordered the artillery to be thrown into the 
Miwater, but notwithftanding all his vigilance, 
part of the rear-guard was cut in pieces, the 
Mi bridge being deftroyed by the Mexicans in the 
eanoes before thefe unhappy men could pafs it, 
and thefe chiefly confifted of thofe who had fo 
@ overloaded themfelves with treafure, that they 
@were incapable of exerting themfelves in their 
own defence. 

The army having paffed over the lake by 
‘mm break of day, halted near Yabuca, to give time 
to thofe who had efcaped from the battle to 
join their friends ; a precaution which faved the 
ives of feveral Spaniards and Tlafcalans, who 
had fwam afhore, and concealed themfelves in 
‘mifome fields of maize till the morning. Thefe 
brought intelligence that the laft divifion of the 
‘@tear-guard. was intirely cut off, and the troops 
being reviewed, their lofs was found to amount 
toabout 200 Spaniards, above 1000 Tlafcalans, 
and 46 horfes, with all the Mexican prifoners, 
who, in the darknefs and confufion of the night 
were treated as enemies by their own country- 
men. The Spaniards were much dejected at 
minding how greatly their number was dimi- 
nifhed ; at the lofs of their artillery, and at the 


appre. 
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apprehenfion of being every moment again of. 
faulted, while they were oppreffed with fatigue, 
Their affliction was increafed by the lofs of 
fome excellent officers, among whom was Yuan 
Velafquez de Leon, who brought up the rear, and 
was overpowered by rumbers. 

Had the Spaniards been now attacked, before 
they had time to refrefh themfelves, and recover 
their {pirits after the fatigue of the battle, they 
would in all probability have been eafily de- 
{troyed; but an event which they confidered as 
extremely unfortunate, prolonged their lives, by 
giving them time for repofe. It has already 
been obferved that all the Mexican prifoners 

were killed in the engagement, and in the 
morning when the enemy went to {trip the dead, 
they found three of Motezuma’s fons, whom they 
had killed with their arrows. At this fpectacle 
they were amazed and ftupified, the troops were 
feized with confternation, and the news of this 
event foon reached the new Emperor; he or- 
dered the bodies of thefe unhappy Princes to be 
conveyed to the burying-place of their ancel- 
tors, and all the inhabitants attending their fu- 
neral, afforded the Spaniards this feafonable re- 
{pite. 

Cae while Cortes marched with great cau- 
tion towards Ylafcala, fufpecting that the ene- 
my's delay proceeded from fome defign, which 
had been formed againft him, and .indeed the 
Spaniards had not proceeded far, before they ob- 
ferved feveral companies of armed men follow- 
ing the army at a diftance. Thefe were fome 
of the inhabitants of feveral cities whom the 


Mexicans had ordered to obferve the moe 
0 
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with what the Jadiaus had faved with thar 
baggage, and had their wounds dreffed, the 
linen horfe-cloths ferving for lint and ban. 
dages. Thefe neceflary tatks being performed, 
Corres called a council of his officers, and prod’ 
pofed, as this poft could not be maintained fo 
want of provifions, and as they could not hop 
to make their retreat while furrounded by fucig 
a multitude of the enemy, they fhould feize thal, 
opportunity of continuing their march during 
the night, in order that they might be' two ¢ 
three leagues from the Mexicans the next mom 
ing. ‘This propofal-being unanimoufly appro 
ed, fome hours reft were allotted for the re 
frefhment of the poopie, who were dreadful 
fatigued, and moft of them wounded, and 4 
midnight they retired from the temple, leavin 
the fires burning in order to deceive the enem) 
The van-guard, which was provided with guidegly, 
proceeded about half a league without int 
ruption; but on. their entering fome hill 
‘grounds, feveral ambufcades were difcovere 
formed by -the militia of the neighbour 
towns; but thefe flight fkirmifhes did not om. 
ftruct the march of the Spaniards, who havi; 
advanced two leagues, entered before day-brea 
into another temple, upon an eminence, bei 
induced to take up their refidence there, fr 
their fancying that they faw ata diftance {fo 
detachments from the Mexican army; butt 
approaching light no fooner difcovered the 
miftake, than they continued their march 
leagues farther, to a village advantageoufly img. 
ated, which was deferted by its inhabitat 
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md there they ftaid two days till the wounded 
were again able to travel. They now marched 
two days through a rocky and barren country, 
“Wa a diftance from the great road, which they 
purpofely avoided, being witheut fhelter in the 
night ; perpetually perfecuted by flying parties 
Wt ludians, and expofed to the extremes of hun- 
Meecr and thirft, which they endeavoured to 
aluage by means of the herbs and roots they 
difcovered, tilt the death of oneof the wound- 
 horfes afforded relief to thofe who were 
thought in the greateft extremity. In the laft of 
thele marches, they reached a village, where 

: inhabitants provided every thing for their 

ertaintent with an air of franknefs and hof- 


uu pitality ; which was no more than an ill-judged 


Mettatagem defigned to lull the Spaniards into a 
arelefs fecurity. | 
Early the next morning the army afcended a 
hountain, on the other fide of which was the 
alley of Otumba, when Marina obferved that 
e Indians, who ftill followed at a diftance, 
houted and frequently exclaimed, ‘‘ Proceed, 
tants, you'll foon arrive at the place where you 
il all perifh.’* Cortes took all poffible precau- 
m to prevent being furprized; but on his 
~meccching the top of the mountain, he found the 
f@etlage of the troops effectually obftru¢ted by 
 immenfe multitude of armed men, who co- 
ered the extenfive plain of Otumba. Thete 
rere the Jndians they encountered at the firft 
uple, reinforced by vai numbers of people 
tom Mexico, with the principal nobles at their 
Mad, who had feparated into feveral bodies, 
R 2 and 
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and marched by differerit roads with fuch ex. 
pedition as to get the ftart of the Spaniards and 
unite in this {fpacious plain, where there was no 
danger of their being embarrafled for want of 
room. The front ofthe army, which appeared, 
from the diverfity of the colours and ftandards, 
to be of different nations, extended along the 
whole breadth of the valley, but the eye could 
not reach ‘the extremity of the- rear. In the 
centre appeared the Captain-General of the 
Empire, borne in a fumptuous chariot, upon 
men’s fhoulders, that he mighi the better judge 
of emergencies, and fee his orders punctual 
obeyed. Near him was the royal ftandard of 
Mexico, which was a net of maffly gold, faften- 
ed to a pike, crowned with a plume of var 
egated feathers, and this ftandard was never 
brought into the field but upon the moft ex 
traordinary occafions. Indeed this vaft army, 
with the motions of their different weapons, and 
their feathers waving in the wind, tormed:an 
appearance that was at once beautiful and tre 
mendous. ) 

Cortes, having taken a view of this dreadil 
army, turned with alacrity to his foldiers, and 
told them that they muft either conquer or die; 
but was immediately interrupted by his men, 
who called out, that he fhould,give the word 
and lead them.to battle. He was unwilling to 
balk their ardour, and having ranged them in 
order, immediately advanced. The foldiers 
gave no ftroke either with their lances or {words, 
but what was fatal. ‘The horfe broke and tram- 
‘pled under foot thofedead bodies, that aman 
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ex.gaed to flank or inclofe the army, andthe Tla/calans 
and@™rufed into the thickeft part of the enemy. In 
noMmthe firft effort the Spaniards -gained ground ; but 
> ofthe Mexicans fought with great obftinacy, and 
red, fo fooner was one corps cyt in pieces, than 
rds, ™mitwas fucceeded by another. The battle being 
the™meontinually renewed by frefh fupplies of men ; 
ouldfo that the Spantards muft at laft have been 
thejmmpent with inceffant labour and fatigue. Cortes, 
thef™vho fought on horfeback, fuccoured thofe who 
iponfmmoft needed his affiftance, carrying death and 
\cef™error wherever hecame. While he was in this 
rally Mituation, and was reflecting that the ftrength 
1 off™ef his men muft foon fait, he recollected that 
ften- Ge had heard among the Mexican, that the 
variefmrhole fuccefs of the battle depended upon the 
ever royal ftandard, the lofing of which: decided the 
t ex-M™mortune of the day. Upon which he inftantly 
rmy, meciolved to make an extraordinary effort, in or- 
ander to obtain it, and commanded Sandoval .Al- 
d-anfeca’o De Olid, and Davila, to follow and {fe- 
tre- Mure his rear, while he, with his troop of horfe, 
harged that’ part which appeared weakeft and 
adful Meareft the centre. This troop trod down whole 
, and @™<ttalions, and foon cut their way to the place 
die; here the Imperial ftandard was defended by 
men, @® guard compofed of the nobles; when Cortes 
won Mpurring his horfe through the midft of them, 
1g tom#vounded the Captain-General, and threw him 
m ing™mom his chariot with the firft ftroke of his 
Idiers MBAnce, and Fuan de Salamanca, a private gen- 
rords,M™eman, leaped from his horfe, difpatched the 
tram-Mpeneral, and feizing the ftandard, gave it into 
wour- Me hands of Cortes. | 
ed R 3 The 
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The Mexicans no fooner beheld the Imperi: 
ftandard in the power of the Spaniards, tha 
they ftruck all the reft of their colours, and be 
took themfelves to a precipitate flight ; while 
the victorious Spaxards made a dreadtul flaugh 
ter of the fugitives, 20,000 Judians being faid te 
be killed in the battle and purfuit. On the fid 
of the Spaoiards fome were wounded, of whic 
number two or three died-at Tlafcala, and Corte 
himfelf received a violent blow on _ his heat 
with a ftone, which battered his head-piece, an 
made a {mall fracture in his fkull. The {poi 
which Cortes divided among the foldiers, wi 
very confiderable: for the Mexicans, depending 
upon their number, which amounted to 200,000 
came adorned with their beft jewels, as to a cet 
tain triumph. 


CHAP. XIV. 
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Cortes marches to the City of Tlafeala, wheres 
Spaniards meet with a joyful Reception, 1 
Tlafcalans rece:ve an Embaffy from the 
Emperor of Mexico, to excite them to take Arm 
againft the Spaniards, and Xicotencal priva 
ly efpoufes their Caufe ; but is difcovered, Ce 
tes defeats the Tepeacans. Another Meme 
Army attacks the Spaniards, aad is intitl 
routed, 


g & HE Spaniards now purfued their matt 
but not without fome fufpicion of beiti 


apain attacked, as feveral bodies of men 7 
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fen on the tops of the mountains, but they 
proceeded without moleftation, and the next day 
they entered the confines of Yla/cala, when the 
whole army expreffed their joy. by loud accla- 
mations, and the Y/a/calans kiffed the eatth. 
Here they refted themfelves by a fine {pring of 
frefh water, when Cortes obferved to the people 
the great importance of pfeferving the friend- 
hip of the Z/afcalans, exhorting them to treat 
the inhabitants of the city with kindnefs and 
civility, and to avoid giving offence to the 
meaneft citizen. At noon Cortes entered Gua- 
sar, a confiderable town, where he was re- 
ceived with great hofpitality, and having quar- 
tered his troops there, he fent two Ylafcalans 
to the Senate, with an account of his retreat 
and fuccefs; but the meffengers were {fcarcely 
dimifled, when he was vifited by Magi/catzin, 
Old Xicotencal, with his fon, and others deputed 
by the Senate to compliment him upon his 
return. ‘They congratulated him upon his vic- 
tory, teftified the deepeft concern for his wounds, 
lamented the lofs of fo many Spaniards, im- 
vighed againft the Mexicans, and offered to 


afift him in his revenge with all the forces of | it 


the republic and her allies. They propofed his 
ummeédjately proceeding ‘to the city, where 
quarters were already provided for the Spaniards. 
But he chofe td remain in his prefent fituatign, 
ull his people fhould be refrefhed and intirely 
recovered from their fatigues, to which the 
Ylafcalans the more readily affented, as this 
rould give them time to prepare for his re- 

ception, 


192 The Conayest of MEXICO. 
ception, and his entering the city in a folema 
triumph. | 

The Spaniards were liberally fupplied with 
neceffaries at the expence of the public, during 
a flay of three days at Guwalitar, when adom- 
ing themfelves with the plumes and jewels of 
the vanquithed Mexicans, they began their march 
for Tla/cala, which they entered in Fuly 1520. 
The Senate in their richeft robes came out with 
.a numerous. attendance to receive them; the 
fields were crowded with people; the air was 
filled with acclamations, and they were faluted 
at their entrance with the founds of flutes, 
drums and horns. The feftival kept in honour 
of their triumph, continued fome days, during 
which the Y/a/calans celebrated the victory with 
all the diverfions practifed in that’ part of the 
world. They contended in leaping, wreftling, 
running, and fhooting with arrows at a mark, 
and in the evenings were exhibited different 
kinds of rope-dancing, with a kind of mat- 
querade. Cortes was deeply moved with the 
affection they fhewed on this occafion: his of- 
ficers behaved towards thefe faithful allies with 
the utmoft cordiality, and the common {foldiers 
generoufly fhared with ,them the jewels. and 


cans. 

But in the midit of this feftival a damp was 
given to the public joy by Cortes’s illnefs. The 
wound in his head broke out afrefh, he was 
feized with a dangerous fever, and his friends 


began to defpair of his life. The mirth of 


Tlafcala was inftantly changed into mourning, 
an 


~. 


other fpoils‘ they had obtained from the Meai- jj! 
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nn Mand both the nobles and people expreffed 
their concern, by conttantly enquiring after his 
ith Mphealth. But the Senate employing the moft 
ng @ecxpert phyficians of the country, he {peedily re- 
‘n- Mecovered. 
of MH Cortes now impatiently longed to know the 
ch @Biate of affairs at Hera Craz, and therefore fent 
10, eeletter to the Governor, by an Judian courier, 
ith M™vho foon returned with an anfwer, that no 
the MMateration had yet happened in the garrifon 
vas Mor on the coaft, and that Narwaez and Sal- 
ted Meaiera were ftill in fafe cuftody; but that a 
es, Mecorporal and eight foldiers, who had been fent 


our [Eto Tlafcala for the gold belonging to the gar- 
ing Mon, were not returned ; that it was reported 
ith Hjimong the /zdians, that they were murdered 


the [9 the province of Yefeaca, and that it was fear- 
ng, geet the wounded foldiers belonging to Narvaez 
rk, Mgtad met with the fame fate ; for being impatient 


to reach Mixzce, which they confidered as: the 


entre of their wealth, they as faft as they re- 
the @eovered, had marched away from Zempoalla 
of- @#orthat city. - Indeed the truth of this report 
vith @B¥as now confirmed by the V/afcalans, who had 


hitherto concealed it from Cortes, left it fhould 
tard his recovery, and he had the mortificati- 
eto find himfelf thus deprived of a reinforce- 
ment of near 50 Spaniards, who had been de- 
kroyed by the dadizus of Tepeaca. Cortes there- 
Wre refolved to be revenged on that nation, 


was fehich lay between him and Vera Cruz, and the 
ends fm/4/calans promifed to intereft themfelves in the 


At 
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At this time Ambaffadors from the new Em: 


4peror of Mexico arrived at Gualipar, whence fg 


they fent to defire leave of the Senate to enter fi i 
the city, with propofals of peace; and this 4 
being granted, with the confent of Cortes, theyfigt 
made their public entry with great fplendour andi ¥ 
folemnity, preceded by the carriers who brought i # 
the prefents, which, as ufual, confifted of goldfi—i 
and filver, fine cotton cloths, plumes and other 
curiofities. The Ambaffadors richly adorned’ 
with jewels, and attended by a numerous retigm!e 
nue, where received in the Senate-houfe, wheei* 
they made offers of peace and perpetual all- fa 
ance, on condition of their declaring war againifm 
the Spaniards, and affifting them in their eng 


deavours to extirpate thofe infolent ftranger mii P! 
Their fpeech was interrupted by the murmunggP! 
of the afiembly, who were exafperated at thgg@ 
propofal. However, they were permitted to req 
tire to the lodgings afligned them, till the Seg" 
mate fhould deliberate upon the fubject of thei”! 
embafly, when it was unanimoufly agreed tommP! 
rejet their propofals. But the Ambaffadors di tic 
not wait for a formal difmiffion: for dreading 
leit fome popular infurreétion fhould be raifed 
again{t them, they fled with great precipitationgm fa 
Notwithftanding the regard the 7/afcalans upon of 
this, and other occafions, fhewed for the Spang 
ards, Xicotencal {till hated and envied Cortsmm" 
and had hitherto difguifed thefe difpofitions wygj™ 
der the mafque of friendfhip. ‘Though he dqgge 
riot io much as fpeak in the Senate, in behaliggev 
of the Mexican propofals, he took the opporgm ts 


tunity of fowing jealoufies among ,the people 
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nce by means of his friends, who privately magni- 
nter fied the advantages of an alliance with the 
this fa Mexicazs, and reprefented their friendfhip for 
theyfm the Spanzards, as a dangerous connection, that 
anda would intail flavery and oppreffion upon them 
ight and their pofterity. ‘The Senate were foon in- 
goldgm formed of thefe practices, and upon this occa+ 
therm fon held a confultation, at which Xicotencal’s 
rnediam father gave his opinion, that his fon fhould fuf- 
rete fer death, as a fower of fedition ; but out of 
heregmteipect to the grey hairs and character of the 
alli-father, they were unwilling to deprive him of 
life; they however ordered that he fhould be 
brought before them in chains, when they re- 
proached him for his perfidious dealings; de- 
prived him of all the honours he enjoyed, and 
cailed him to be thrown down the ftairs of the 
Senate-houfe. A few days after this degrada- 
tion, Xécotencal implored forgivenefs of Cortes, 
who did not know of his crime till after the 
punifhment was inflicted, and by his interpofi- 
tion in his behalf, he was reftored to his former 
rank and honours. 

Xicotencal now endeavoured to atone for his 
fault by his diligence in affembling the troops 
of the republic. Mean while the foldiers who 
came with Narvaez, being difgufted at the fa- 
tigues and dangers they had undergone, and in- 
tmidated at the thoights of a new war, loudly 
exclaimed againft the expedition to Tepeaca, aad 
even delivered a formal proteftation to Cortes, 
ignifying their refufal to undertake that enter- 
prize, and “ve defire to march immediately for 
ye ra Cruz,* where they might be nearer at hand 

to 
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to follicit reinforcement from S+ Domingo and 
Famaica. ? 

Cortes was greatly provoked at this infolent 
remonftrance; but thought proper to difguif 
his refentment, and to reprefent to them, that 
as the Yepeacans had feized the pafies of the 
mountains, it was impoflible for them to reach 
Vera Cruz without fighting them, in which he 
fhould be affifted by the Yafcalan troops, that 
were affembling for that purpofe ; but he affured 
them that as foon as thofe Zzdiaas fhould be fub- 
dued, they who were unwilling to follow his 
fortune, fhould have free leave to depart. 

Cortes, having thus reconciled his troops toth 
fervice marched with 8000 choice Ta/calam 
commanded by officers of diftinguifhed valow, 
and left the care of bringing up the reft to ii: 
cotencal, Waving proceeded three leagues they 
{pent the night in a village abandoned by the 
enemy; and the next morning Cortes ordered 
dome peafants, who had been taken by the ad. 
vanced guard, to be brought before him, gave 
them fome prefents, and fet them at liberty, on 
their promiling to tell the Cacique of Tepeaca, in 
his name, that he was come to revenge the death 
of the Spaniards, whom .they had treacheroufly 
murdered, yet if they would join him and his 
allies againit the Mex:cans, he would pardon what 
was paified, and:confider them as friends. With 
this meffage the Jndians departed, and returned 
the next day with an anfwer, in which all 
terms of peace were rejected, and the Spaniards 
threatened with being carried to the altars of 
their gods. The Yepeacans now took the field 
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in order to ftop their march, and formed an am- 
bufcade in fome fields of maize, which might 
have turned to their advantage, had not their 


impatience occafioned their being difcovered by 
Cortes, when at a confiderable diftance. He 
however marched on as if he had not the leaft 
fufpicion ; but fuddenly wheeling about, attacked 
them with great fury, and made a prodigious 
laughter. ‘The battle foon become general ; 
mit though the Yepeacans fought with great bra- 
ety, they were foon thrown into confufion, and 
bing deferted by their Mexican allies, were to- 
tally routed, with the lofs of almoft their whole 
amy. They therefore the fame night fent de- 
nities to implore the mercy of the conqueror. 

The next day Cortes marched with his army, 
nto the city, where the inhabitants threw them- 
elves at his feet with marks of extreme fear. 
but upon his ordering his interpreters to pro- 
lim King Charles, and a genéral pardon in 
he name of that Prince, their apprehenfions 
ere converted into joy, and they intreated Cor- 
sto take their city into his protection, that 
ey might never more be influenced by the 
Mexicans to renounce their treaty with the Spa- 
rds, Cortes inftantly took advantage of this 
queit, fortified the city with pallifadoes and a 
lnch, and built a kind of citadel to keep them 


he obedience, and fecure the pafflage to Vera 
oa ruz. But before this work was begun, he fent 
all lithe prifoners who had been taken in the bat- 


¢to Y/af/cala, where, by his direction, they were 
ublicly fold for flaves. | 
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Some time after Xicofencal arrived with 35,0 
more troops, when Cortes, in order to keep then 
employed, fent different detachments, under th 
conduct of Spanif/b officers, to reduce fome part 
of the province of Yepeaca, from whence the 
returned victorious, after they had  inriche 
themfelves with a confiderable booty, and 
great number of captives, who were alfo {ol 
for flaves. 

Quetlavaca, Emperor of Mexico, dying abo 
this time, the electors conferred the Imper: 
dignity upon Qvatimozin, fon-in-law to Mot 
zuma, a young Prince of great fagacity, wh 
immediately encouraged the foldiers with r 
wards and confiderable privileges; treated hi 
nobles with affability, and exempted his fubjet 
from all tribute during the continuance of th 
war; made prefents to the Caciques on 
frontiers, in order to confirm them in the 
fidelity, and fent an army of 30,000 men It 
their fupport. 

Cortes received an account of thefe tranfat 
ons from fome deputies from the Cacique 
Guacachula, a populous and warlike city, fit 
ated in the road to Mexico,.who came to cof 
plain of the tyranny of the Mexicans, and' 
implore the affiftance of the Spaniards agat 
them. As Cortes made no doubt of this Cacique 
fincerity, and thought it highly neceffary ! 
expel the enemy from fuch an important plad 
he immediately formed a body of 30,000 T/ 
calans, with 300 Spaniards, and 13 horfe, @ 
the next morning fent this army with the 4 
voys of Guacachula, under the command of Chr 

109 


by HERNANDO CORTES. 199 


jval de Olid, who was directed to repulfe the 
eemy, and take poffeffion of the town. They 
roceeded very chearfully for fix leagues, when 
being about that diftance from Guacachula, they 
vere told by the peafants, that the Emperor of 
Mextco was marching againft them with all his 
forces, and this report made fuch an impref: 
fon upon Narwaex’s foldiers, that they po- 
fitively refufed to proceed, and De Olid found 
itvery difficult to prevail on them to break this 
rlolution. This difpute was fcarcely ended, 
when feveral bodies of armed men were feen ad- 
ancing towards them from the mountains with 
a expedition. Upon which De Olid inftant- 
ydrew up his people in order of battle. How- 
ever fome horfe, which he had fent out for intel- 
igence, foon informed him, that thefe Judians 
were commanded by the Cacique of Guazocingo, 
andfome of his neighbours, whofe dominions 
had been ravaged by’ the Mexicans, and who 
Were coming to affift the Spaniards. The Tlaf- 
alans hqwever fufpected their motives, and pet- 
uaded the Spaniards that they were not to be 
tuted, as they were probably fent by the Mexi- 
aus in order to fall upon the Spaniards during 
he engagement. This opinion had fuch an 
ect upon De Olid, that he immediately caufed 
le Caciques to be feized, and fent in irons to 
ortes, who continued at Yepeaca. ‘This incon- 
iderate action, however, produced no ill confe+ 
ence, for as the Indians redlly came with a 
clign to affift Cortes, they refolved to wait 
patiently for his determination, which they 
oped would do juftite to their fincerity, and 


> 2 indeed 


De Olid tor his inconfiderate behaviour, and 
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indeed they were not difappointed. Cortes ap. 
peared equally difpleafed and concerned at 
feeing the Caciques in chains, and inftantly or- 
dered their fetters to be knocked off, received 
them in the moft friendly manner, and made an 
apology for the rafhnefs of his Captain, whom 
he promifed to reprimand, and then fet out 
with them in perfon to take the command of the 
troops. 

Cortes no fooner arrived at the camp, than 
every thing like mutiny difappeared ; he blamed 


joining his new allies marched directly towards 
Gaacachula. The Mexicans, being informedo 
his motions, advanced between him and the 
city, and’ began the battle with great fun, 
when the Caciques of Guacachula taking advan-i t! 
tage of this opportunity, fell fuddenly upon thei t 
rear of the Mexicans, who in a httle more thaniil F 
half an hour were entirely defeated. The Spani- 
ards then entered the city, where they took wp 
their quarters, while the Y/a/calans, and the 
other confederates, whofe number was continv- 
ally increafing, ftaid without the wall, and many 
other Caciques joing them, Cortess army, 
foon after the#pattle amounted to 120,000 
men. 

Cortes now refolved to reduce Yxucrx, a town 
naturally of great ftrength, fortified with wallsand 
ravelins, defended in front by a river, and gi 
rifoned with 10,000 Mexicans, who had _ broke 
down the bridge in order to difpute the paflage. 
Notwithftanding thefe difcouraging circumftan 
ces, De Olid, who commanded the vanguard, at: 

temptcé 


{' 
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ap-™™m tempted to crofs the river, and though his horfe 
| atm was killed under him, and himfelf wounded in 
or-fm the thigh, he with his troops gained the oppofite 
ivedi™ bank, and drove the enemy into the city, which 
e anfm they made a fhew of defending; but the Spaniards 
homi™ had {carce received orders for theattack, when the 


out 


f the 


than 
med 
and 


cries of the enemy fuddenly ceafed ; the gar- 
rifon difappeared, and the city was forfaken by 
the inhabitants ; but fome of the fugitives being 
brought back, were inftantly difcharged with the 
cer of a pardon and good treatment to all who 
fhhould return to their houfes, and this had fuch 


yardsim an effect, that the town was almoft filled the fame 
edoif™ day. The fpoil obtained in both thefe actions 
| the Cortes diftributed among his new allies, and then 
fury,mm returned with the T/a/calans to Tepeaca, where 
lvan-M™ the fort and fettlement was now compleated, 
1 theMto which he gave the name of Segura de la 
thant Frontera. 3 
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army, meecvera!l Ships arrive upon the Coaft with Recruits 


0,000 


from Velafquez, wo all join Cortes. Depu- 
tes fent to the Court of Spain to defire more 


towlll =Afiftance. The Spaniards march towards Mexi- 
lisand co.  Cortes’s Expedition azainff Tezeuco, 
1 gull where he fets up anew Cacique. 

broke 

affage, SHIP arrived about this time at St. Fvan 
nftan ,de Ulua, with thirteen Spanihh foldiers, 


‘d, a-@ome provifions and ammunition, and two horfes, 
mptedent by Diego de Velafquez to Narvaez; under 
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the command of Pedro de Barba. Pedro de Cas 
vallero, who commanded fome troops on the 
coaft, difcovering this veflel, put off from fhore 
in a boat, and faluted the new-comers. with 
great civility ; when Pedro de Barba énquiring 
after Narvaez, he replied without hefitation, 
that he was well and in great profperity ; for 
all thofe countries had fubmitted to him, while 
Cortes, with a few of his followers, had fled to 
the mountains. De Barba being deceived by this 
intelligence, landed without diftruft, and wa 
conducted to Vera Cruz, where finding himfelf 
outwitted, he readily embraced Cortes’s interett, 
and received the command of a company of 
Crofs-bows. After which Cortes gained the 
affections of the foldiers, by making them pre- 
fents, with which they were fo pleafed, that 
they readily enlifted in his fervice. He then 
read the letter intended for Narvaez, in which 
Velafyuez promifed to fend him powerful fuc- 
cours, and ordered him to tranf{port C«rtes to 
Cuba, that he might be conveyed as a criminal 
to Spain, where the bifhop of Burgos intended 
to make a public example of him in the mof 
ignominious manner. | 

' Eight days after a fecond fhip arrived with 


eight foldiers more, and a confiderable quantity 


of arms and ammunition, and the officer who 


commanded this veffel, being alfo trepanned by 


Cavallero, and fent to Segura, both he and his 
men alfo entered into the fervice of Cortes. 

As the General was refolved to make a new 
attempt to conquer Mewico, he formed the {cheme 
of building ‘12 or 13 brigantines, that fhould 
be able to refift the Jzdian canoes, in <_ 2 
elcap 
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Cas Mpeicape the danger of paffing the caufeways, and 
the i™thefe he propoied to carry in pieces on the fhoul- 
rore Maders Of the Zuzdian carriers, over the mountains of 
with f?/a/cala, to ariverin the neighbourhood of the 
ring eke. This fingular project he communicated 
ion, 0 Martin Lopez, who not only approved of the 
for Madefign, but undertook to execute it with the ut- 
hile MMmoft facility, and was therefore immediately fent 
1 to fto T/afcala, with all the Spani/h carpenters, and 
this @e-number of Jrdians to cut wood. He at the fame 
wa ggime employed many hands in extracting pitch 
nfelf /from treesthat grew upon the mountains, and fent 
reft, @others to the Volcano difcovered by Diego de Or- 
y ofg™ézz, from whence they brought a large quantity 
the fo fulphur, which was made into gun-powder. 
pre- jm lhefe previous fteps being taken, Cortes left in- 
that Mltructions with the new council of Segura, 
then #20d having appointed a commander of the gar- 
hich (tion, which confifted of about twenty Spani/b 
fuc- M™lldiers, fet out for Tla/cala. 
5 tof It has been already obferved that Francifvo 
ninalf/’Garay, governor of Famaica, had fent to or- 
nded fer Cortes not to make any fettlement on this 
moft mm oalt. But notwithftanding the difappointment 
he met with in having his meffengers feized, he 
with #1ow refumed the enterprize, and fent three fhips, 
ntity jm out his foldiers had no fooner landed, than they 
were attacked with fuch fury by the Lwdians, 
that they were obliged to return to their fhips 
great diforder. His fhips were afterwards 
ftparated for fome days, when each of them 


knowing the fentiments of each other, arrived 
ouldMlmot at the fame inftant on the coaft of Vere 
er toM“réz, in order to ferve under Cortes. The firtt 
[cape thip 


everally formed the fame defign, and without . 
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fhip that made land had fixty Spanzi/h foldiers oni w 
board, and was commanded by Captain Camargo, a 
the fecond brought fifty men, and feven horfes, i a 
under the command of a brave and. experienced fil ft 
Oficer named Miguel Diaz de Crux; and thei ti 
third brought above 40 foldiers, ten horfes, andiiw 
great plenty of arms and provifions, and was ai 
commanded by Captain Ramirez. n 

Thefe people took the road to Yiofcala, andy: 
were received with joy by the General and hills 
people: but notwithftanding the acquifition ofp: 
itrength, the foldiers brought by Narvaez wereld: 
{till importunate for leave to return to the iflandia 
of Cxéa, and reminding Cortes of the promi 
he had made before they fet out on the expet- 
tion to T-peaca ; he was now the more inclined 
to grant their requeft, for his having received this 
reinforcement of men, whom he imagined would 
be more obedient to his command. He there: 
fore caufed proclamation to be made that all whe 
defired to return fhould be furnifhed with veffels 
and other neceffaries. Upon which the greateli 
part of thofe who came with Narwacz feized 
this opportunity of returning to Cuba, among 
whom was Andres de Duero, who had been Cortes 
particular friend. 

Cortes, having directed Alverado to fee thee 
men embark, fent orders to the confederates t0 
get ready to march on the firft notice, and i 
the mean time refolved to equip a veffel, and 
fend other agents to Spaim, in order to for 
ward the negotiations of Portocarrero and Moi 


tejo, and to defire them to fend him an ag ‘ 


count of his intereft at court, about which 
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was very anxious. For this purpofe, he wrote 
amemorial to the King, which contained an 
account of all the incidents that had happened, 
from the time of his marching out of Zempoalla, 
till his retreat to T/a/cala, with an account of the 
wealth, power and extent of the Mexican Lmpire, 
and the alliances hehadconcluded with the Zzdian 
nations, as the moft proper means of bringing that 
vat and fertile country under the dominion of 
Saiz. He defired fpeedy juftice againft the 
proceedings of Diego de Velafyuex and Francifco 
d: Garay, follicited fuccours of men, _hories, 
arms, and ammunition ; and befought his Ma- 
ety to fend fome ecclefiaftics of approved vir- 
tc, to affift father de Olmeda in the converfion of 
the Indians. The twocouncils of Vera Cruz and 
Seura alfo wrote to his Majefty on thefe fubjects. 
Cortes intrufted thefe difpatches to the care of 
Diego de Ordaz and Alonzo de Mendoza, who a 
lew days after embarked for Spain, after their 
having received private inftructions to conceal 
heir commiflion till they fhould find Cortes’s fa- 
her and the two agents, with whom they 
ere to act in concert: and to give the greater 
eight to their joint follicitations, they carried a 
econd prefent for the Emperor,* which confifted 
ot gold and fome curiofities. He at the fame 
me difpatched Alonzo Davila, and Francifco 
lvarez Chico with letters to the regulars of S¢. 
ferome, who prefided in the royal audience of 
MM. Domingo, and had jurifdiction over all the 


Charles T. King of Spain, had fome time before been ratfed 
the Imperial throne, and was the fifth Emperorof that name- 


iflands 
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iflands and new difcoveries on the. main land, 
intreating their {peedy afliftance in promoting 
his fuccefs, and the interpofition of their autho: 
rity in putting a ftop to the proceedings of /- 
dafquez and Garay: and thefe fathers foon fent 
him a favourable anfwer, in which they promifed 
to {upport the juftice of his pretenfions to the 
King of Staiz, and to check all the efforts of 

his rivals. ‘ | 
After a profperous voyage, Ordaz and Mor. 
doza arrived at Seville, where they found the 
commiffioners of trade had exprefs orders from 
the bifhop of Burgos, to imprifon any one fent 
from New Spain, and to feize the gold and other 
merchandife brought from thence. ‘Therefore 
leaving the prefent for the Emperor in the hands 
of thofe judges, they thought themfelves happy 
in efcaping with their letters and difpatches, 
and went in fearch of Martina Cortes, and the 
two agents, who had been before fent from Mex 
co. ‘Lhefe perfons they found at Medellin, and 
being afterwards encouraged by. Adriano, th 
Cardinal regent, to whom they thewed Corte’ 
letters, entered a profecution againft the bifhop 
of Burgos in his own court, and obtained a ver 
dict in their favour. This fentence being laid 
before the Emperor, who at this time was jul 
returned from Germaxy, it was approved by hi 
Majefty, .and Herzando Cortes was declared ‘ 
faithful fubject ; perpetual filence was ordered tt 
be impofed on Vela/juex, with refpeét to a 
retentions to the conqueft of New Spain, andhe 
was only allowed to fue for the money he ha 
expended in fitting out Cortes’s fleet ; feve 
mara 
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marks of the royal favour were beftowed on 
0S Martin Cortes, on account of his fon’s merit ; 


a fome regulars were named for the converfion of 
the Zudians, and a fleet was ordered to be fpeedi- 
on 


ly fitted out, with a fupply of men, ammunition, 

fed and horfes. 
Cortes in the mean time received another un- 
O'' expected fupply of thirteen Spanifh foldiers, who 
came in order to feek their fortunes, in a veffel 


Aen that arrived at FKera Cruz, laden with arms, 
‘the ginpowder, and provifions. He therefore re- 
em Bi folved to begin his march, and as the troops of 
lent his. allies were already affembled, he did not 
ther Mt choofe to wait till the brigantines were finithed. 
a It was agreed that their firit attempt fhould be 
ane" made upon Yezeuco, which being in the road 
R Aes from Tlafcala, and almoft upon the borders of 
j 


hi thelake, they refolved to fortify and maintain as 
afure retreat, where they might be fheltered 
from all the accidents of war. 

This refolution being taken, Corres reviewed 
the Spaniards, who amounted to s40 foldiers, 
with 40 horfe, and nine pieces of artillery, that 
were brought on fhore from the fhips. This re- 
view was made with great oftentation, in ordcr 
to raife the admiration of the Judas, an innu- 
merable concourfe of whom were afiemb'ed to 


vibe te the fpectacle; and they were fo delighted 

ar with the flying colours, and the dexterity of the 

ered tC fold; ° ation . .* ° 

to ate wcrs in managing the hortes, handling their 
Birms, and faluting the general, that they filled 

and he . e . + 

se fi the air with acclamations of applaufe. X¥cozer- 


al, at the head of 10,000 Ylafcalaxs, compli- 
mented Cortes, by appearing in his gayeit accou- 
trements, 
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trements, and _ performed the Indian exercifelll ; 
with equal pomp and agility. All his Captains i , 
f 


being adorned with variegated feathers, and 


jewels hanging at their ears and lips, they car-M, 
ried their two handed fwords under the left, 
arm, with the points upwards, and each wasi; 
attended by a page who bore his fhield, oni, 
which was reprefented in figures his own warlike; 
atchievements. 

Cortes, being fenfible of the difficulty of go.d%) 
verning an army compofed of many different 
nations without ftrict difcipline, formed feveral 
articles of war to be obferved on pain of death, 
fuch, as that no man fhould draw his {word 
again{t another, either in their quarters, or upor 
the march. That a Spaniard fhould neither in 
word or action infult a confederate Zvdian,, That 
no man fhould violate or abufe a woman, tho’ 
belonging tothe enemy. That no foldier fhould 
without leave quit the army to go and plunder, 
and that they fhould not play away their hortes 
and arms. He alfo prohibited blafphemy 
iwearing, and other crimes, on pain of infamy, 
and degradation. Thefe orders being inter- 
preted to the commanders of the Jzdian troops, 
had a furprizing effect in reforming their difce 
pline, and after a few examples had been mad 
they behaved with the utmoft regularity and cu: 
cumfpection. : : 

‘he General having fettled thefe wife regula 
tions, andevery thing being ready for the march 
he caufed the Spaniards to be drawn up, and then 
made a fpeech, in which he exhorted them 


behave with complacency to the poor ite 
| whom, 
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who had fo ‘warmly efpoufed their intereft, and 
declared his intention to punifh offenders with 
all the rigour of military difcipline; reminded 
them Of the honour they had already acquired ; 
reprefented the harveit of glory that lay before 
them, and protelted that he would upon all 
occafions reward fuperior merit tothe utmoft of 
his ability and judgment. 

After this fpeech, which was anfwered with 
g0-M@loud acclamations, he, on the feaft of Zunocents, 


rent@™in the year 1520, put himfelf at the head of the 
veral wmy, which confifted of 60,000 men, and hav- 
ath, Ming before fun-fet marched fix leagues took up 


his quarters in Texmeluca, atown on the confines 
{ Mexico, under the jurifdiction of Guacozingo, 
tho had provided plenty of provifions for the 
thole army. The next day they proceeded 
ith all poffible precaution into the enemies 
ountry, and being informed that the Mewicans 
rere affembled on the other fide of a mountain, 
the road to Teveuco, halted all night in the 


hemyMren fields, making large fires on account of 
famy; le weather. Early i in the morning they began 


) alcend the mountain, which was overgrown 
ith wood: but having x proceeded about a league, 
ity found the way blocked up with trees, and 
rp ftakes fixed in the fand in order to wound 
thorfes. However, thefe impediments w ere{oon 


moved by a detachment of 2000 Y/a/calans, 


regul d{mail parties were fent to guard againft am- 
ame lkeades. Having marched two leacues f farther, 
: | 


yarrived at thefummit ot the mountain, from 
ich they hada view of the great lake of "Mexi- 
and {aw fires fuccefliv ely kindled j in the diftant 
OL. Tle T towns, 
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towns, as fignals of their approach. Thencon 
tinuing their march till they got clear of the 
woods, they defcried the enemy’s army ata gre: 
diftance, It filled a large plain, through whic 
ran a river collected from the neighbouring bills 
and over it was laid a {mall wooden bridg 
which was left as a decoy to the Spaniards, whor 
they intended to attack before they could fom 
on the other fide ; but as Cortes advanced, thei 
courage failed them, and they gradually retire 
from the pafs, till part of the Spaniards ha 
croffed the bridge, when 20 horfe, and a bod 
of T/afcalans being detached to keep them in pla; 
they fled with great precipitation, and took fhelt. 
among the rocks.and mountains, whither Cort 
did not think fit to purfue them. 

That evening the troops took up their qua 
ters in a place within three leagues of Tezeuc 
and the next day continued their march, whe 
they obferved ten unarmed Jzdians hafting t 
wards them, witha plate of gold faftened to tl 
top of a lance, as a fignal of peace. Thefe we 
Ambaffadors from the Cacique of Tezeuco, an 
came to befeech Cortes to {pare his country, a 
to admit him into the number of his confederate 
‘They let him know that he had provided go 
quarters for the Spaztards in the city, and th 
his allies would be fupplied with all neceffan 
without the walls. Being examined in prival 
they told Cortes that the prefent Emperor | 
threatened their Prince with intolerable oppr 
fion, on account of his having refufed to vw 
for him at his eleétion, which had made him 
folve to fue for his protection, , 
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This Prince was probably, Cacumazin, who 
had been difpoffeffed by Motezuma, and reftored 
by the new Emperor on account of his inveteracy 


avainit the Spaniards. However this be, Corres 
called a council of his officers, let them know 
the profpofals he had received, and that he 
doubted the Cacique’s fincerity. Upon which 
itwas refolved to proceed with great precaution, 
and in the mean time to embrace, with feeming 
pleafure, the proffered alliance, in order to ob- 
tina free entrance into the’ town, where they 
might continue upon their guard, and act as oc= 
caion fhould require. Cortes therefore dif- 
patched the Ambaffadors with thanks, and that 
night lodged in a village by the town, which 
was deferted by its inhabitants, a circumftance 
that increafed the General’s fufpicion, efpeci- 
ally as the Cacique did not come out to congra- 
tuate him upon his arrival. In the morning he 
was peceating to attack the town, when he 
found the gates open, and having entered with- 
out refiftance, he advanced in order through the 
freets till he arrived at a large fquare in which 
he drew up the greateft part of his men, while 
the reft guarded the avenues. The inhabitants, 
who in feveral places appeared in crowds, had 
all the figns of fear, and as there was not @ 
woman to be feen, the General made no doubt 
of their having formed fome hoftile defign. He 
therefore difpatched feveral Spani/b officers, and 
lone Tla/calans to take poffeflion of the chief 
temple, which being performed, they obferved 
great numbers of the inhabitants flying, tome to 
the mountains, and others in canoes to Mexica, 

ue whither 
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whither the Cacique himfelf had retired, at: 
tended by a few followers ; for Cortes was foon 
informed, that the Cacique finding, on the re- 
turn of his Ambaffadors, . how ftrongly Cortes 
was fupported by his Zxdian allies, was afraid of 
putting in execution a fcheme he had formed for 
letting the Sjaziards into the city, where, being 
in full fecurity, he thought they might be de- 
{troyed in one night by the Mexicans, whom he 
had promifed to admit in thedark for that purpofe. 
Upon receiving this intelligence, Cortes refolved 
to conciliate the affections of the people, by 
forbidding his foldiers, under the fevereft penal- 
ties, to commit the leaft outrage againft the in- 
habitants. All the Spaniards, and part of the 
Zlafcalans, he quartered in the Cacique’s palace, 
while the reft, to prevent incommoding the peo- 
ple, lodged in the neighbouring ftreets without 
entering the houfes. 

The next morning fome of the priefts came 
with a petition in behalf of their gods, to re- 
turn thanks for the moderation with which they 
had been treated, and to defire permiffion for 
the nobles to come and make an offer of their 
obedience and friendthip. This requeft being 

granted, they came in great formality, headed 
_ by a youth of a genteel mien, who told Cortes, 
that he came with his friends to ferve in his ar- 
my, and hoped they fhould deferve his protec- 


tion ; Cortes embraced the young man, and hav- 


ing received his followers with marks of refpect, 
retired with them to a private apartment, 1n or- 
der to afk them fome queftions by means of his 
interpreters: when they let him know, pe 
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the youth was fon to the elder brother of Cacuma- 
it, and heir to the crown, which that ufurper 
had poffeffed, after murdering the lawful Sove- 
reign, and that he had rendered himfelf odious 
by his tyranny and oppreflion. Upon hearing 
thefe circumilances, Cores refolved to raife this 
young Prince to the throne, and the next day 
caufed him to be crowned with great folemnity, 
when the people expreffed their fatisfaction by 
the loudeft acclamations. In confequence of this 
revolution the city was foon re-peopled by the re- 
turn of thofe families that had fled to the moun- 
tains; the Mexicaus were declared the enemies of 
the city, and the Spaniards revered as its bene- 
factors. : 


eth te te dead dee Bead ih ah hehe 
CH AP.  XVi. 


Cortes marches to the City of Iztapalapa, «where he 
and his Army narrowly cfcape being drowned. 
The War with Mexico renewed. Several Bri- 
gantines, built by Cortes’s Order at Zempoalla, 
brought in Pieces to Tezeuco, in order to navi- 
gate the Lakes of Mexico. He takes feveral 
Towns, butis repulfed at Tacuba, and his Army 
expofed to great Danger ; whereupon he returns to 
Tezeuco. 


CORTES, in order to facilitate his enter- 
_ prize upon Mexico, and to employ his Jz- 
dan allies, now refolved to advance with part of 
his forces to the city of /ztapalapa, fituated fix 
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leagues nearer Mexico, on the fide of the caute. 
way. He fet out on this expedition with 300 
Spaniard:, and ‘10,000 Ylafcalans, \eaving the 
military government of Yezeuco to Gonzalo de 
Sandoval. ‘They began their march by the caute. 
way, defigning firft to poffefs themfelves of that 
part of the city which was built upon it, and 
to diflodge the inhabitants, with the artillery 
and fire arms, from the other part that was built 
on the lake. But they no fooner came within 
fight of Jztapalapa, than they were oppofed by 
a body of 8000 Mexicans, who fought with great 
bravery, and then retired into the city, where, 
without ftaying to defend the entrance, or fhut 
up the gates, they threw themfelves into the lake, 
and fuddenly difappeared. 

Cortes, finding that the gates were left open 
entered the city, the higher part of which wa 
entirely abandoned, and propofed to take y 
his quarters there for the night ; but it no foonet 
began to grow dark, than the Spaniards perceive 
the canals overflow, and the water of the lak 
rufhing with great impetuofity from a number o 
fluices, which obliged them to quit the place 
the greateft hurry to prevent the whole am) 
being drowned. 

Cortes was extremely mortified at the fuece 
of this {tratagem, and fpent the night on ali 
tle rifing ground, where the troops fuffered } 
the wetnefs of their cloaths and the coldnels 0 
the weather, and at day break retreated towarl 
Yezeuco, making his men march as faft as polib! 
to keep them warm: but they had not advai 
ced far, when feeing themfelves purfued by a vil 

iAWityue 
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multitude of the enemy, they were obliged to face 
about in order to fuftain the attack, which was ve- 
ry violent : the Mexicans however being {oon re- 
pulfed with confiderable lofs, the army refumed 
their march ; but notwithftanding this the enemy 
rally’d; and twice returned to the charge, by 
which they loft above 6000 men. 

While Cortes continued at Tézeuco, many of 
the neighbouring Caciques came to enter into an 
alliance with him againit the Emperor of Mexico, 
and among others, deputies arrived in great hafte 
from the provinces of Chalo and Otumba, to 
follicit affittance againit an army of Mexicans 
that appeared upon their frontiers; in order to 
punifh them for having entered into an alliance 
with the Spaaiard:. Cortes refolving to grant 
them immediate affliftance, detached Gonzalo de 
Sandoval and Francifco de Lugo with 200 Spaniards, 
1s horfe, and a body of Yla/calans, ‘Thefe were 
attacked in their march by a body of Mexicans, 
who lay in ambufcade ; but though they were ea- 
fly routed, they afterwards affembled a formidas 
ble army in the road: however Sandoval and Lugo 
being apprized of their defign, advanced in great 
order, and though the Mexicansrufhed upon them 
with great impetuofity, they met with fo warm 
4 reception from the fire-arms and crofs-bows, ag 
put them toa ftand, when the horfe advancing, 
were followed by the infantry and Tla/fcalans, 
who foon threw them into contufien, and being 
at the fame time attacked in the rear by the 
troops of Otumba and Chalco, they were entirely 
defeated with a terrible flaughter ; and eight of 
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the moft confiderable perfons in the army were 
taken prifoners. After which the Spamzards patled 
the night in the city of C/alco, where they were 
entertained with great hofpitality ; and as the 
Chalquefe had long been at enmity with the 
Tlaf-alans, the Spani/h Captains feized this op- 
portunity of propofing a peace between the 
two nations, which was afterwards confirmed by 
the Senate of Tlafcala. 

Sandoval and Lugo, having thus happily ter- 
minated thjs expedition, returned to Tezeuco, 
when Corres ordered the eight Mea‘can prifoners 
to be brought before him, and received them 
in the midft of his Captains with a look of 
great feverity, while they had all the marks 
of terror. and confufion, expecting the punihh- 
ment they thought inevitable; but he let them 
know, that though it was in his power to make 
them iuffer for the barbarous cruelties they had 
exercifed on: his people, he would convince 
them that the Spaziards were as much their fu 
periors in generofity, as in value, and that he 
would grant them both life and liberty, if they 
would promife him to inform their Prince, that 
he was coming to demand fatisfaction for thet 
perfidiouily attacking him in his retreat from 
Mexico, in direét oppofition to the treaty which 
they themielves had propofed and- confirmed, 
But principally to revenge JDotezuma’s death, 
and that his army being now augmented, he 
would in a fhort time feek the Emperor in the 
midit of his court, and lay the city of Mexico 


in afhes, unlefs he would fue for a peace, which 
fliould 
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fhould be granted on reafonable terms. He 
then ordered the prifoners to be unchained, and 
to have a boat to carry them to Mexico by wa- 
ter, at which they threw themfelves at his feet, 
and promifed not only to make the Emperor 
acquainted with what he faid; but to ufe their 
utmoft endeavours to procure an accommoda- 
tion. 

Martin Lopez about this time fent word to 
Cortes that the brigantines were finifhed, and 
that he would fpeedily fet forward with them, 
the republic of Ylaycala having provided 10,000 
carriers, and 2000: to relieve thofe who fhould 
be tired, befides thofe appointed to carry the 
provifions and ammunition: but that he thought 
it advifeable to ftay in the laft town of the T/a/- 
calans for a convoy of Spaziards, fince it would 
not be fafe to pafs through the Mewican territo- 
nes without any other force than that of the /z- 
dian allies. 

This news filled the army with joy, and Cortes 
inmediately gave orders to Sandoval to march 
vith 200 Spaniards, 15 horfe, and fome com- 
panies of Y/a/calaus towards the territories of the 
republic, in order to conduct Lopez with his 
materials to Terewco. This officer accordingly 
let out, but halted at Zalepeque, a {mall town 
that refufed to fubmit, and was the very place 
where the Spaniards were murdered in their way 
from Vera Crux to Mexico, for which reafon he 
had orders to chaftile and reduce the inhabi- 
tants; but they no fooner perceived the detach- 
inent than they fled to the mountains; when 
Saudovad entering the town, found written with 

| charcoal 
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charcoal upon a wall; Zn this houfe the unhappy & ;. 
Juan Juftina was taken, with many others of his 
companions ; and afterwards they found, in one , 


of the temples, the heads of the Spawiards dried D 
to preferve them from putrefaction. fr 

This dreadful fight filled the Spaniards with B ¢ 
rage, and Sandoval refolved to ‘punifh the in- 
habitants with the utmoft rigour. At this in- 
ftant feveral companies that had been detached 
in purfuit of the fugitives, returned with a great 4) 
number of men, women and children, after ™ }, 
having killed upon the mountains all who refuled i ¢: 
to furrender. Thefe poor creatures, half dead 
with fear, implored the mercy of the Spaniards #4} 
by their tears and outcries, and foon moved i ,, 
them to compaifion. Sandoval privately defired 
the officers to intercede in their behalf, that they i ¢. 
might fet the greater value upon their -pardon,@ ¢ 
which he at length granted, and received the 
fubmifhon of the Cacique and principal citizens, py, 
who afterwards ftrictly adhered to the Spani- 
ards. 

The remains of the murdered Spaniards be-fM }. 
ing decently interred, Sandoval continued his ¢ 
march tothe frontiers of T/a/cala, where Mar-@ 

tin Lopex received him with joy. He had withil gy, 
~ him a young officer called Chichemecal, who R 
commanded the Yiafcalan reinforcement, andi 5, 


had been with difficulty perfuaded to wait forlll ¢, 


the Ssani/b detachment, he being extremely de-f |, 
firous of diftinguifhing himfelf againft the Mea |, 
cans» ‘The men having been allowed fufficienty }, 


time for reft and refrefhment, Sazdoval prepare 
for marching back to TYexeuco, when Chi 
chemecd 
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chemecal took fuch umbrage at his being ftationed 


in the rear, that he could {fcarcely be prevailed 
upon to proceed, till Saxdoval propoied to march 
along with him, ‘The vanguard confifted of 
part of the Spaniards and Tlafcalans who came 
trom Yezeuco. ‘The carriers marched rank and 
file with their burdens, and being properly fe~ 
cured on their flanks, formed the main body, 
while the rear was brought up by the new re- 
inforcement. In this order they marched through 
the Mexican territories, without being moleited 
by.the enemy, though different bodies of Mexicans 
frequently appeared on the diftant hills. On their 
approaching Jezeuco, they were met by Cortes and 


‘the Cacique of that city, and made their en- 


trance into it amid{t the acclamations of the 
whole army, after which all the materials were 
feparately ftored in a large work-houfe prepared 
for that purpofe near the canals. 

Cortes, being informed that the veffels could 
not be finifhed in lefs than 29 days, refolved to 


engage in fome enterprize, and therefore, leav- | 


ing the government of Tezeuco to Sandoval, put 
himfelf at the head of a detachment of 250 
Spani/b infantry, 20 horfe, and a numerous bod 
of the nobles of Tezeuco; 15,000 Tlafcalans, un- 
der the command of Chichemecal, and about 
s000 commanded by Xicotexcal; and began his 
march towards Yaltocan, a town five leagues 
from Yezexco, fituated upon one of the {mall 
lakes that difcharged themfelves into the great 
lake of Mexico, refolving to chaftife the inha- 
bitants for returning an infolent anfwer, and 
wounding the meffengers he had fent to require 
their 
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their obedience. He found the Mexicans draw 
u»> in order of battle at a {mall diftance from the 
town; but after the firft difcharge of the fire. 
arms and crofs-bows, the horfe rufhed in amon 
them, put them into diforder, and they were {oon 
entirely defeated, with a great flaughter, thof 
who furvived flying to the mountains. 

After this victory, Cortes deferred making an 
affault upon the town ’till the next day. But 
the enterprife was found much more difficult 
than was imagined, for it was fituated in 
the lake, and the bridge or caufeway being 
broke down, it was entirely furrounded with 
water, whence it would have been impoffible to 
have carried the place, had not Cortes been in- 
formed by one of the Ludiaus of Texenco, that a 
little higher the lake was fordable. He imme. 
diately ordered two companies of . Spaniard, 
fupported by a large number of the allies, to 
pafs over, which they performed in {pite of the 
enemy, who boldly defended the paffage with 
their flings and arrows, and obliged every mat 
to fight while he was up-to the middle in water; 
but the Mexicans were no fooner driven from the 
fhore, and obferved the Spaniards drawing up in 
a plain near the town, than retiring with prec 
pitation to their canoes, they left the place um 
guarded, upon which the Spaniards entered with. 
out oppofition. The foldiers were allowed to 
plunder the town, in order to punifh the inha. 
bitants; but they had left very little behind 
them ; however, fome loads of corn and falt wert 


tranfported to the army, with confiderable quam 
title 


itt 
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ities of cotton cloths, and fome jewels, which 
Mhad not been concealed ; fire wasthen fet tothe 
¢-‘Mirincipal temples, in order to {trike terror into 
ftihe fugitives; after whichthe army repaffed the 
onmmord. | 
eM Cortes then continued his march, and found 

everal towns, fituated upon the lake, that had 
aNf@™een abandoned by the inhabitants, in each of 
utiirhich he lodged one night, in order to make 
ultbfervations, and afterwards retired without fuf- 
‘N@ering any damage to be done to the buildings, to 
inpmrew the Jzdians that he never ufed rigour, but 
ith#hen he met with refiftance. 
‘0H He now advanced towards Tacuba, a place 
in-Mt creat importance, on account of its being 
t @idearer to Mexzco than any of the other ‘owns 


me-@Bpon the lake; but he only defigned to take a 
rd,Miew of it, inorder to form fome fcheme for at- 


> Mcking it at a more convenient opportunity. 
theéipon his approaching the town, he obferved a 
witht multitude of the enemy, and in an inftant 
math 


ley poured upon him with their ufual impe 

lity; but atter feveral ineffectual efforts they 
cd, and were purfued with great flaughter. 
he Spaniards pafled the night in the field of 
ttle, and the next morning were again aflaulted 
ythe enemy, who on their being once more 
hited, fledinto Tacuba, and being clofely pur- 
ed, fome of the Spaniards and allies entered 
th them ; and maintained the fight within the 
ty, till night approaching, Cortes ordered them 
be called back, and to fet fire to the houfes, in 
(gr to employ the Mexicais, and give the Spa- 
rd tlme to make their retreat. 

Vou. IL, . U Cortes 
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Cortes ftaid five days in this place, durin 
which he was frequently attacked by the Indian; 
who were always driven back to the city. wit 
great lofs, whence he began to entertain hope 
of carrying the town after the garrifon fhould b 
waited by thefe diurnal fallies. At length h 
obferved a confiderable body of Mexicans ad 
vancing on the caufeway, and having permitte 
a part of them to pafs and draw up on the mam 
land, he charged them with great fury, when 
after a faint refiftance, they fled towards th 
caufeway, and he following, fell into the {nar 
they had laid for him; for his troops were 1 
fooner crowded on this narrow pavement, tha 
the Mexicans faced about, while innumerable ca 
noes failed out of Mexico, and invefted boil 
fides of the caufeway, by which means the Spe 
niards were at the fame time attacked in front 
flank, and rear. What rendered their fituatiog§ 
{till more dangerous, many of the Mexicans wet 
armed with long fpears, pointed with the {wort 
they had taken from the unfortunate foldiers wig 
had been killed in their retreat from that ci 
In this emergency Cortes formed a front eve 
way, made great havock among the enemy, i 
at length brought off his troops, many of whol 
were wounded, and a pair of colours in greatdat 
ger of being taken. 

Cortes being fenfible of the difficulty of 
ducing Tacuba, returned to Tezeuco, where heh 
the fatisfaction of learning that a veffel was art 
ved at Vera Cruz, laden with a great quant 
of arms and ammunition, witha perfon on boa! 
named Fulian de Alderete, who came in the : 

Faun 
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ringgracter of the King’s Treafurer, and fome Spaxi/h 
ianm™oldiers of diftinétion, who initantly marched to 
witlga!/a/cala, where they obtained an efcort which 
opm conducted them to Tezeuco. | 


CHAP... AVH. 


Sandoval obtains three Victories over a Mexican 
Army. Cortes marches to Suchimilco ; makes an 
unfuccefsful Attempt to fcale a Mountain defended 
by the Mexicans; defeats a Mexican Army; 
obtains a fecond Vi Gory before Suchimilco, and 
takes that City, where he narrowly efcapes being 
carried Prifoner to Mexico. 


A BOUT this time the Caciques of Chalco 
and Thumanal:o fending meflengers to Cortes 
odefire his affiftance againft a powerful arm 
t Mextcans, he ordered Sazdoval to march wit 
vig body of forces to their relief. The Mexicans 
lal fortified themfelves in fome hollow ways, 
there they were fecured from being attacked b 
¢ horfe, whence Sazdoval, with great difficulty, 
iflodged them. They however rallied upon 
he plain, where they again foon gave way, and 
iiperfed ; but the Spaniards purfuing them, 
meade fuch a terrible flaughter, that the greateft 
art of them were cut to pieces. 
'@ immediately after, Sandoval being informed 
Mat abody of 14 or 15,000 Mexicans were ad- 
ancing towards him, the troops were called in 
tom the purfuit, and being again ranged in order 
™! battle, marched to meet them ; but thefe freth 
U 2 forces, 
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forces, being foon routed, fled in great confufion 
to the town of Gzaftapeque ; the Spaniards en-@™ 
tered the place at the fame time, and dividing 4 
into feveral ftreets, drove out the enemy with agg 
terrible flaughter. Sazdoval allowed the foldiers fj © 
to plunder the place, but foon after the Cacique 4 
and principal inhabitants making their fubmi-@¢ 
fion, Sandoval took them into his protection. ( 

The next day, Sandoval being informed # 
that the Mexicans, who had efcaped from thefg © 
two laft engagements had rendezvoufed at Cof™* 
pifilan, he marched immediately to that town, a 
which was fituated on the top of a high rock, y 
whence the Mexicans, trufting to their fituation, im" 
exalfperated the Spaniards by their reproachesggY 
Sandova! ordered the troops of Chelco and Tiaf- he 
cala to advance, on account of their being ac-gt 
cuitomed to thofe rugged paffes; but they did ec 
not obey him with their ufual alacrity, till he 
obferving their backwardnefs, began to mount 
the rocks at the head of the Spaniards, when 
his example animated them to fuch a degret 
that they clambered up with furprifing imtrep- 
dity. The Mexicans feeing this retired withig* 
marks of defpondence into the town, but wergg® 
afterwards driven out to the very edge of the it 
precipice, and all who did not throw themfelves 
down were put to the fword. 

Sandoval in thefe three engagements deftroyet 
the Mexican army toa man. However, the Em 


peror ordered a new army to march, over whom 
the Chaljue/e, after a defperate action, obtained’ 
a compieat victory. 
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Cortes now refolved to penetrate in perfon as 
far as Swchimilco, a town upon the lake, with 
a broad caufeway, which joined thofe that led 
to Mexico, and this was a feafonable relief to the 
Chalguefe, who had difcovered a new army of 
Mexicans om that fide. The confederate Ca- 
ciques were already afflembled in the city of 
Chalco, when Cortes unexpectedly arrived, and 
filed the city with joy and gratitude. That 
General being then told by the Jndian fcouts, 
that the Mexicans had taken poffeflion of tome 
amoft inaccefible mountains on the road to 
Suchimile, marched divecily to a town which 
he found deferted by its inhabitants, and in 
which he fpent the night. The next morning 
he entered the mountainous country by a_nar- 
row and difficult path ; while the A@exicans fhew- 
ed themfelves from the tops of the eminences 
oeach fide. The army marched till they ar- 
nved at an: opening. There Corres ordered the 
men to attack a confiderable fortrefs, where the 
enemy appeared in great numbers; and with- 
ot waiting to choofe the leaft difficult path, 
commanded Pedro de Barba and hernal Diaz de 
Cafillo to begin the attack. The Mexicans at 
irft retired in feeming confufion ; but when the 
Staxzards had mounted to the moft dangerous 
part of the precipice, they fuddenly returned 
with hideous outcries, and rolled down large 
tones, which bore down every thing in their 
way. Cortes then feeing the impoffibility of fuc- 
ceeding, gave orders for their retreat, upon 

U 3 which 
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which they retired with the lofs of four Spani- 
ards killed, and a number of them wounded. 
Cortes now ordered the army to march, and ia 
order to allure the Mewicaas laid open hes 
flanks, and then fuddenly turned fhort upa 
them, but was unable to do them much damage 
On account of the fwiftnefs of thejr fight, and 
the thicknefs of the woods. ‘Thofe above at the 
fame time abandoned their fortification, and fol- 
lowed ata diftance. Cortes having proceeded 
a league and a half farther, perceived another 
fortreis garrifoned by the enemy ; but not che 
fing to attack it, he encamped near a foriakea 
village. The General the next morning taking 
aview of the enemy’s poft, perceived an emn- 
mence within mufket-fhot, which the Mexicas 
had neglected to occupy ; but which was imme 
diately feized by Alderete and Verdugo Barba, with 
the mu.._cteers, who made fuch a fuccefsful fire, 
that the Mexicans, filled with terror, fled to th 
diftant parts of the country. : 
Cortes now marched to Guaflapeque: bat be 
fore he reached it, the Cacique with the prin 
cipal inhabitants invited him and the reft 
the Spaniards to lodge there, to which he rea 
wdily confented. They had however but littk 
time to enjoy the pleafures of this place, fat 
the General being informed that the enemy hat 
halted at Quatlavaca, to difpute his paflage ovet 
a hollow way filled with water, ordered the arm 
to march thither. The pafiage feemed impri 
ticable ; but Cortes charged the enemy with th 
fire-arms and arrows, and ordered two or thr 
bridges to be made of long trees, which — 
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laid acrofs the chafm, afforded a paffage for the 
infantry, which the Mexicans feeing, attacked 
thofe who had paffed over with fuch fury, that 
they could hardly ftand their ground, and were in 
the moft imminent danger, when Cortes, Alvera- 


do, Olid and Tapia, came to their affiftance with » 


the horfe, who, together with fome T/a/calans, 
charged the enemy with fuch impetuofity, 
that they were immediately difordered, routed, 
and purfued to the mountains with great 
flaughter. : 

Early the next morning Cortes marched to- 
wards Suchimilco; the firft day they went thro” 
a defile three leagues long, and at night took 
up their quarters in fome houfes near the road. 
At day break they proceeded on their march, 
and perceived the Mexicaxs drawn up ina 
plain, witha large and rapid river in the front. 
Cortes extended the troops of his allies along 
the bank of the river, and while both fides made 
fome difcharges at each other with little effect, 
commanded the Spanzards to take the bridge 
that was between them; but they met with fuch 
an obftinate refiftance, that they were twice re- 
pulfed. However, returning the third time, 
they gained the pafs, which fo difcouraged the 
Mexicans, that they began to fly in preat dif- 
order, : 

The Spzaiards inftantly formed upon the 
ground the Mexicans had quitted, and bein 
joined by feveral bodies of the allies who had 
{vam over the river, advanced towards the 
Mexjcaus, who had halted near the city, and fell 
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upon them with fuch refolution as they were 
entering the gates, that they made a very great 
flaughter. Cortes then Jeaving part of his troops 
to fecure a retreat, entered with the fugitives, 
and ordering fome companies to force the bar- 
ricadoes in the ftreet on the right and left, 
advanced to .the principal avenues, where the 
enemy had their greateft force. This he with 
fome difficulty furmounted, and rufhed forwards 
into a multitude of the enemy, but inftantly 
finding himfelf furrounded, and his retreat cut 
off, he fupported himfelf for fome time, till 
his horfe falling, he was in extreme danger, and 
nothing faved him but the great defire of the 
Mexicans to feize him alive for a prefent to 
the Emperor; but before they could carry him 
off, Chriffoval de Olea, a common foldier of 
. diftinguifhed bravery, fecing his dittrefs, and 
calling to fome TYlafcalans who were fighting 
near him, put himfelf at their head, and forced 
his way tothe place with fuch refolution, that 
he killed the Mexicans who had feized Cortes, 
and he having thus recovered his liberty witha 
only two flight wounds, pufhed the enemy fo 
vigoroufly, that they fled to that part of the 
“city which was built in the water, and left the 
Spaniards matters of all the ftreets upon the firm 
land. | 
The troops without the gates were in the mean 
while warmly attacked by a body of 10,000 
Mexicans, who fought for fome time with great 
obftinacy, but were at length glad to return with 
confiderable lofs. 
This fuccefs made Cortes mafter of all the 
ftreets and buildings on the firm land, and_hav- 
3 ing 
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ing placed fufficient guards by the water- rfide, 


Phe. ordered an ofBcér and 20 or 30 foldicrs to 


keep watch on the top of the principal. temple. 
Near the clofe of the evening they difcovered a- 
bout 2000 armed canoes advancing with great 
ipeed trom Afex'co, upon which the guards at the 
landing places were immediately doubled, and in 
the morning about 15,000 of the enemy landed 
at a confiderable diftance from the city. Cortes 
immediately marched out and charged them with 

uch impetuofity, that they were routed at the firft 
attack, and the whole aciion < appeared ratner a 
chace than a victory. 

Cortes having continued four days at Suchimilco, 


‘setired in good order, with the fatisfaction of 


having accomplifhed the end of his expedition, 
by taking a view of that city and weakening the 
force of the enemy: he was however inwardly 
diffatisfied at his having loft nine or ten Spauiar ds 
in this expedition. For befides thofe who were 
killed in attempiing to icale the mountains, three 
or four were taken alive, while they were pilla- 
ging one of the houtes at Suchimiler, and two of 
his iervants fell into an ambufcade, by i imprudent 
ly feparating from the army. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


The Brigantines vot ready for failing on the Lake, 
Al Plot to affafinate the General and his principal 
Officers difcovered. Xicotencal /eaves Cortes, to 
return Home, butis purfuedandkiiled. The Bri- 
gantines launched upon the Lake, and attacked by 
4000 Canoes, moft of which are deffroyed. As 
Attack made upon the three Cau ifewvays at once, If 

«vhich the Spaniards are feafonaply relieved by the 
Brigantines ; thefe clear the Laké of the Mexicans, 
cvbo aftersvards invent feveral Stratagems £0 dé- 
firey the Spaniards. 


OOWN after Cortes’s return to Tezeuco, a fol- 
dier who had been long in the fervice, came 
to him with marks of fear and concern, and ce- 
fired a private audience, which being granted, 
he gave him all the particulars of a confpiracy 
that had been formed in his abfence. The chief 
contriver of this treacherous defign was a private 
doidier named Antonia d? Villafana, who diilking 
the enterprize againft Mexico, blamed the Ge- 
neral for his purfuit of that conqueft, accufing 
him of obftinacy and rafhnefs. Finding that 
his fellow foldiers liftened to his infinuations, be 
expreiled a defire of relinquifhing the enterprize, 
and returning to Cuba; butas it was impofible to 
do this without Cortes’s confent, he, after hav- 


ing fufficiently founded his confederates, pre- 


poted 
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dtothem a {fcheme for affaffinating the Ge- 
neral and all his principal ofhcers, except Fran- 


—etfco Verdugo, who had married the fitter of Diego 


Velafgucz, and upon him they propoted to con- 
fer the chief command, which would give a 
kind oi fanction to the mutiny, and be highly 
agreeable to the Governor of Cuba; but as they 
knew Verdugo to be aman of honour, they durft 
not acquaint him with thetr defign. In fhort 
the affair was managed with fuch dexterity that 


S ’ . ° o 
the numbers of the confpirators daily increafed, 


and it was at length agreed, to feign a packet 


from Vera Cruz with letters from Spain, and to 


give it the General when he was at table: that 
they fhould all go in together under the pretence 


of hearing the news, and while Cortes was read- 
ing the firft letter, they were to make ufe of that 
opportunity to murder him and all his friends 
with their daggers. 

Vhe General having received this intelligence, 
went immediately, with two Alcades and fome 
of his Captains, to Villafana’s quarters, where 
he found him with three or four of his accom- 
plices, and having put him in irons, and ordered 
every body to retire, while he examined him in 
private, he took out of the wretch’s bofom a 
paper frgned by all the confpirators, in which he 
found fome names that greatly increafed his 
concern; but concealing the paper from his 
friends, he ordered the foldiers, who were found 
with Villafana to be put into another prifon, 
and then withdrew, directing the officers of juf- 
tice to proceed in his trial with all poffible dif- 
patch, without taking notice of any of his ac- 
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complices; and Villafana being condemned to 
die, was the next morning feen hanging at the 
window of his own lodging, fo that his guilt. 
and punifhment were made public at the fame 
time. But this being no time to fatisfy jutlice 
with the lives of fo many perfons, Cortes pre- 


tended that Villafana had fwallowed a paper 


which he believed contained the names of the 
conipirators, and tien affembling his Captains 
and foidiers gave them a fummary account of the 
defign againit his life, and the lives of many 
prefent; faid that he thought himfelt happy in 
not knowing Villafana’s accomplices, and in- 
treated his friends to enquire whether the Spanr- 


ards had any complaint to make againit his pro- | 


ceedings, becaufe he was above all things de- 
- firous of giving entire fatisfaction to his foldiers, 
and was ready to correct his own faults. At the 
fame time he ordered the foldiers, who had beea 
taken with Villafava, to be fet at liberty, and be- 
haved to the re‘t of the confpirators as ufual, fo 
that thinking him ignorant of their crime they 
afterwards ferved him with extraordinary circum- 
{pection, in order to avert any fufpicion of their 
fidelity. He however feized this opportunity of 
having twelve men, commanded by an officer, to 
guard his perion. 

Cortes was a few days after perplexed with 
another affair that gave him no imall dittur- 
bance. Xicoten-al, having conceived fome di- 


guft at Cortes, refolved to leave the army, and 
having affembied fome companies of Tlafcatani 
who were attached to his intereft, retired in the 
night, of which Curses being informed, tent at- 

ref 
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ter him fome noble Indians of Tezeuco, to per- 
fuade him to return; but Xicotencal’s an{wer fo 
provoked the General, that he difpatched three 
companies of Spaniards, with an additional force 
of /udians, with orders to take him prifoner, or 
to kill him in cafe of refiftance. As he defended 
himfelf to the laft, it was impracticable to take 
him alive, and he no fooner fell than his foldiers, 
who fought with reluctance, readily fubmitted 
and returned to Yexeuco, leaving their General 
hanging on a tree. 

The brigantines being now ready, Cortes or- 
dered them to be launched and rigged, and then 
reviewed the Spaniards, who amounted to goo 
men, near 200 of whom ufed fire-arms andcrofs- 
bows, the. reit were armed with {fwords, buck- 
lers, and lances. He had alfo 86 horfe, and 
18 pieces of cannon, with a large quantity of 
ammunition. He then ordered, on board each 
vellel, 20 Spaniards, under the command of a 
Captain, with twelve rowers and one piece of 
artillery. } 

Cortes refolving to take poffeffion at the 
fame time of the three principal caufeways: the 
expedition of Tacuba was intrufted to Alverado, 
who had 150 Spanifb foot, 30 horfe, 30,000 
Tlafcalans, and two pieces of cannon. The at- 
tack of the caufeway called Jztapalapa was com- 
mitted to Sandoval, who commanded 150 Spani- 
ards, 24 horfe, two pieces of artillery, and all 
the troops of Chalco, Cholula, and Guacocingo, 
a4nounting to above 40,000 men, and theattempt 
upon Cuyocan another of them was afligned to De 
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Olid, with 160 Spaniards, two pieces of cannon 
and 30,000 confederate Indians. 

Alverado and Olid marched together as far as 
Tacuba, which was abandoned by the inhabitants 
as were all the towns upon the lake, who were 
gone to defend Mexico. ‘The two Spaui/h Captains 
had notice that the Mexicans had formed aconfi 
derable body within half a league of the city tc 
cover the aqueducts that fupplied it with fref 
water. Upon this intelligence they marched thi 
ther, and after a very obftinate battle, drove the 
enemy from their poft; broke the aquedutts 
and by this means effectually cut off thei 
water. 

Olid then marched to Cuyocan the other caufe 
way; and Cortes having allowed Sandoval time 
to reach [ztapalapa, embarked with the Cacique 
of Zezeuco and his brother, and took upon hm 
felf the command of the lake, after having left 
a fufficient number of troops to cover his _ place 
of arms, and fecure a communication with hi 
quarters. His thirteen brigantines being draw 
up in a line, andadorned with flags and ftreamers 
_he approached Mexico, and then failing back 
obferved a pretty large caftle, fituated upon 
{mall ifland which the enemy thought impreg 
nable. Cortes landed here with 150 Spaveards 
and drove the enemy, who made a brave defence 
into the caftle, where they were fo crowded, thé 
having no room to manage their arms, the 
were obliged to furrender. The Spaniards the 
returned to their brigantines, in order to ftee 
towards Iztapalapa, to affift Sandoval, when the} 
obfervet 
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obferved a fleet of 4000 canoes .affembling on 
asm the lake. Cortes drew up his veffels in the form 
sao: an half moon, and advanced towards the ca- 
reg noes, When a breeze of -wind fuddenly f{pringing 
naa up, they began the attack at a diftance with the 
fg artillery, and then making wfe of their fails, ran 
tom in among the canoes with fuch force as over-{fet 
hig all that ftood in their way, while their fire-arms 
hig and crofs-bows made a terrible flaughter. The 
hag nobles of Mexico, who had manned the 500 ca- 
‘tsa noes in the front, made fome oppofition; but 
ei moft of thefe being deftroyed, the reft were 
thrown into fuch confufion, that they run foul 
egg of each other, fo that the greateft part of them 
imag Over-fet, when the brigantines, purfuing the mi- 
quam erable remains of this fleet with their cannon 
imqg thot, forced them to take fhelter in the canals of 
the city of Mexico. | | 
Cortes pafled the night near Tezeuco, and in 
the morning was preparing to failto J/ztapalata, 
when he difcovered a great number of canoes 
making towards Cuyocav, and following them, 
found De Olid engaged on the caufeway with 
theenemy who defended it, and at the fame 
time with the canoes on each fide, againft each of 
whom being obliged to makea front, he was 
hardly able to keepthe ground he had gained. 
The Mexicans had drawn up the bridges on the 
caufeways towards the city, and mounting on 
them in ranks, charged from the top. The Sfa- 
nards were obliged to clear thefe places of de- 
fence with their crofs-brows, while fafcines were 
brought to fill the ditch ; but a piece of artillery 
being brought up, it foon cleared the pafiages. 
xX 2 De 
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De Olid had juft made himfelf mafter of the firft 
ditch when the canoes arrived; but at. the fight 
of the brigantines all the Mexicaus fled with pre- 
cipitation: and the canoes on the other tide, 
as foon as three brigantines had got through 


a wide paflage, retired in diforder, towards the 


city. 

The troops paffed the night upon the caufe- 
way, andin the morning proceeded on their 
march with little or no oppofition, ’till they ap- 
proached the laft bridge, which they found for- 
tified with ftrong works, and the trenches that 
were cut in the ftreets were defended by a vatt 
multitude of people. The artillery from the 
brigantines made a dreadful flaughter of them, 
while De Olid having ruined the fortification’ of 
the caufeway, and filled up the ditch, charged 
the Mexicans who had defended them ; and Cortes 
landing with 30 Spaniards, gave fuch life to 
the attack, that the enemy quickly turned their 
backs, and the chief {treet of Mexico was gained. 
The fugitives however took poffeffion of a 
temple near the entrance of the city, and from 
this poft they defied the Spaniards; but Cortes 
ordering three or four pieces of cannon to be 
landed, they were foon made fenfible of their 


danger, and all that part of the city was for] 


faken ; the next day Cortes retired along the 
caufeway to Cuyocan, guarded on each fide by 
his brigantines, fo that the enemy durft not dil- 
curb his march. 

Cortes then proceeded to Jz/apalapa, where 
he found Saidoval reduced to the laft extremity. 
He had taken poffeffion of the buildings on the 
land, and had made great havock among ne 

who 
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who approachedintheir canoes ; hehad demoltfh- 
ed fome houfes, and overthrown two or three re- 
inforcements from Mexico, fent to attack him by 
Jand; and that day the Jzdéans having abandoned 
a large building, he refolved to feize it, in or- 
der to enlarge his quarters. This fcheme he 
effected, by forming a paffage with fafcines, but 
he had no fooner entered the houfe with fome of 
his people, than a great number of canoes which 
had lain in ambufh, advanced with a multitude 
of Mexicans, who threw themfelvesintothe water, 
and dragging away the fafcines, cut off his retreat, 
by which means he was befieged on all fides, 
while the enemy difcharged their arrows at him 
and his men, from all the terraces and windows 
of the neighbouring houfes. He was in this dif- 
trefs when Cortes arrived, and obferving the vatt 
number of canoes in the water ftreets, advanced 
with all poifible fpeed, and playcd his artillery 
with fuch fuccefs, that the enemy fled in great 
confufion. The lofs of the Aeavcazs upon this 
occafion was very great. 

Cortes now rejolved to quit the poft he was in, 
and to difpatch Sazdoval to Tapraug'lia, where 
there was another caufeway, the pofleffion where- 
of would effectually cut off the enemy’s provi- 
fions, of which they already began to be in want. 
Sandoval advancing, and finding the place for- 
faken, lodged himfelf in it without refiftance. 
The General then failed to Tacuba to vilit Alkve- 
rado, who had met with various fuccefs: for 
though the places was deferted at his approach, 
he had, like De Olid, been obliged to beat down 
works, and to fill up ditches. 

pe Cortes 
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Cortes now refolved to put a ftop to all opera. 
tions by land, till he had made himfelf matter 
of the lake; for this purpofe he prevailed on the 
allied towns tofend a vaft number of canoes man- 
ned by the moft expert Judians, who with the bri- 
pantines failing continually about the lake, and 
alorig the three caufeways, afforded them an op- 
portunity of taking many cances loaded with 
provifions and water, which reduced the befieged 
to great diftrefs. 

The Mexicans now fent canoes to clear the 
ditches, and made fallies in the night only to 


alarm the enemies, and fatigue them by want. 


ofileep ; that they might afterwards attack them 
with the advantage of frefh troops. They alfo 
builtlarge piraguas ftrengthened with planks, 
an which they fheltered themfelves from the 
fhot in time ofengagement, In thefe they came 
out in the night, and lay in ambufh behind a 
grove of reeds in the lake, which effectuall 
concealed them from view: and defigning ta 
draw thither the brigantines that cruized about 
the lake by two at a time, they provided three 
or four canoes laden with provifions for a bait, 
and fixed a confiderable number of large ftakes 
in the water to deftroy or incumber the brigan- 
tines. 

The next day, as they expected, two of the. 
brigantines that attended Sandoval began their 
cruize, when the Mexicans fent out their canoes, 
which as foon as they were feen, pretended to 
fly and retire among the reeds, and the brigan- 
tines giving chace, fell in among the {ftakes, 
where they were fo embarrafled, that they could 
neither, 
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neither move forwards nor backwards. At the 
fame inftant the piraguas came out and attacked 
them on all fides with fuch fury, that the Spani- 
ards mutt have infallibly perifhed, had not fome 
expert fwimmers cut away the {takeswithhatchets, 
and in the mean while they kept fuch a fire upon 
the enemy, that almoft all the piraguas werefunk, 

but this victory was not obtained before the bri- 

antines had received great damage. 

Cortes however refolved to turn this ftratagem 
againft the enemy, and being {ome time after in- 
formed that the Mexicans had concealed them- 
felves a fecond time among the reeds, he ordered 
fix brigantines to fteer offin the night, and lie in 
ambufh among another parcel of reeds, at a {mall 
diftance from the enemy’s ambufcade. In the 
morning one of the brigantines began her cruize, 
and difcovering the piraguas as if by accident, 
ftood offimmediately, and pretended to fly to- 
wards the place of the counter ambufcade, when 
fhe was initantly purfued by the piraguas, till be- 


ing at a convenient diftance, the other brigan- . 


tines fallied out, and gave them fuch a terrible 
falute with their great guns, that at the very firft 
difcharge they were almoft all funk, and molt of 
the.men perifhed. 


240 Tie Conouest of MEXICO, 


CHAP. XIX. 


Cortes offers a Peace to the Emperor, but his Priefts 
prevent his accepting it. Upon which Cortes 
makes a general Attack, and after an obftinate 
Engagement is defeated. He afterwards renews 
the Attack, makes a Lodgment, and obliges the 
Emperor to retire to the fartheft Part of the City, 
The Emperor and his Confort are feized in an At- 
tempt to efcape, and the whole Empire of Mexico 
acknowledges their Suljeélion to spain. | Cortes 
extends his Conguefts to the South-Sea, rebuilds 
Mexico, and dies in Spain. 


COR TES being informed that the befieged_be- 

gan to want provifions, exerted his utmoft di- 
ligence in cutting off all relief from the city, and 
in the mean time difmiffed two Mexican noblemen 
with a meflaye to the Emperor Guazimozin, with 
overtures of peace. Upon which the Emperor 
was advifed toagree to the General’s propofals. 
This favourable difpofition was however defiroyed 
by the remonfirances of the priefts ; infomuch 
that Guatimozin himfeif declared that, to what- 
ever diftrefs the city fhould be reduced, he would 
put the firft man to death, who fhould from 
thenceforward mention peace. 

Cortes was no fooner informed of this, than he 
refolved to carry fire and {word into the city; and 
for that purpofe fent orders to the commanders of 
the troopsof Tacuba and T apeaquilla,while he i 
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{elf marched. by the caufeway of Cuyocan at 
the head of the troops commanded by De Oli. 
All obftacles were foon removed, and the troops 
advanced without any confiderable oppofition 
to the laft bridge, where the Judiaus had broke 
down part of the caufeway to enlarge the ditch ; 
and on the oppofite bank they had raifed a for- 
tification covered with planks; it was however 


foon deftroyed by the artillery, and the enemy 


retired into the city. Thus the fhore being left 


free, Cortes ordered his men to land immedi- 
ately, and to take on fhore the horie and three 
pieces of cannon, but before he advanced into 
the ftreets he gave orders to Fulian de Alderete to 
ftay behind, and fill up the ditch, while the bri- 
gantines were to approach the ficeme of action 
by the great canals, and to fire upon the-ene- 
my. But .4/dercte no fooner heard them engaged, 
than thinking his employment difhonourable, 
he rufhed forwards to have a fhare in the battle, 
leaving the care of filling up the ditch to another 
officer, who alfo abandoned it for the fame rea- 
fon. The Mexicans ftood the firft charge, and 
behaved with great bravery, doing the S;aniards 
confiderable damage from the windows and tops 
of the houfes. But fuddenly, in the heat of the 
engagement, they quitted the ground, for Guva- 
timozin being informed that the great ditch was 
abandoned, refolved to fall upon the Spaniards 
in their retreat. 

Cortes fufpected their intent, and having barely 
time to return to his quarters before night, be- 
gan his retreat, after having fet fire to feveral 
houfes, from which he had fuftained fome da- 
mage. The Spaniards had {carce began te — 
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back, before they were attacked on all fides by 
an incredible number of chofen warriors, who 
fought with fuch intrepidity, that they difre- 
garded both the fire-arms and crofs-bows, Cortes 
being informed that the retreat was hindered by 
the ditch, endeavoured to form his battalions: 
but could not, becaufe the confederates, being 


in the front, were the firft who arrived at the ' 


ditch, and had thrown themfelves into it with 
fuch confufion, that they were deftroyed by the 
Mexicans, who either wounded or drowned them. 
The General was now left with his people to 
maintain the fight, when his horfe being killed 
under him, Captain Frazei/co de Guzman alighted 
to give him his, and was taken prifoner, without 
a poifiblility of being refcued. At length how- 


ever Corits got to the brigantines, and returned | 
to his quarters, wounded, and extremely morti- | 


fied at his defeat, above 40 Spaniards being taken 
prifoners. Upwards of 1000 Yia/calans were 
killed ; one piece of cannon was loft, and of the 
Staniards {carce one efcaped unwounded, 


Alverado and Sandoval entered the’ city by | 


different ways at the fame time with Cortes, and 


met with nearly the fame fuccefs, but they did | 


not lofe above 20 Spaniards. 

The Mexicans celebrated the victory with great 
rejoicings, and were fo elevated with their good 
fortune, that a little before break of day they 
advanced by the three caufeways, to beat up the 
quarters, to fet fire tothe brigantines, andtocom- 
pleat the deftruction of the Spaniards. But the 
Jatter were well prepared to receive them; they 
were repulfed by the artillery of the brigantines, 
and fome pieces mounted at theSpani/b lodgments, 
which played upon the caufeways. 
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The next day Guatimozin caufed a report to be 
fpread, that Cortes was killed. However, his al- 
lies foon recovered their fright, freth fuccours 
came in, and feveral nations that had hitherto 
continued neuter, being fenfible of the diftrefs of 
Mexico, declared for the Spaniards. So that in a 
few days, Cortes found himfelf at the head of 
above 200,000 men. The Mewxzcans in the mean 
time were not idle, but. frequently attacked the 
quarters both by day.and night, though they 
were always repulfed with lofs. ‘The city was 
now in the greateft diftrefs for want of bread and 
water, which induced the General to proceed to 
action, and as he had fuffered fo much in retreat- 
ing, it was agreed that the commander of each 
body of Spaniards fhould endeavour to ftay in 
that part of the city into which he fhould pene- 
trate. 

This plan being approved, Alveradoand San- 
doval began their march by day-break from Ta- 
cubato Tapeaquilla; Cortes advanced from Cxyo- 
can witha body of troops commanded by Ovid; 
while the brigantines and canoes were diftributed 
fo asto fupport the three attacks. All the dif- 
ficulties were furmounted as ufual, and the three 
Captains entering the city much about the fame 
time, fortified themielves with the ruins of the 
houfes. 

This new method of proceeding filled the 
Mexicans with confternation, and entirely broke 
all their meafures. A council was immediately 
{ummoned at Guatimoxin’s palace, where it was 
refolvyed to diflodge the Spagiards, and their ar- 
my being divided into three bodies, advanced to 


the 
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‘the attack, at break of day; but preparations 
having been made for their reception, they no 
fooner approached, than the artillery began to 
play upon the avenues, and made fuch a terrible 
flaughter of the van-guard, that they durit not 
proceed ; when the Spanzards rufhed upon them, 
they were foon routed and difperfed, by which 
means they obtained better quarters for the en- 
fuing night. The Staxiards that continued were 
obliged, as they advanced, to deftroy houfes, level 


works, and fillup the trenches cut acrofs every © 


fireet, and notwithftanding thefe obftructions, 
allthe three leaders in lefs than four days came 
in fight of the principal fquare in the city where 
they had agreed tomeet. 4/verado arrived firtt 
at this {pacious fquare, which was called Y/ate- 
feuco, where he found the enemy endeavouring 
to make a ftand, but he fell upon them with 
fuch refolution, that they immediately abandoned 
the ground, and retired in great confufion to the 
ftreets on the oppofite fide. Obferving at a {mall 
diftance a very large temple, the towers of which 
were poflefied by the enemy, he immediately de- 
tached fome companies to drive them from 
thence, in order to fecure his rear, which was 
performed with very little oppofition. . He was 
foon after joined by Cortes and Olid, who ad- 
vanced by a different avenue, driving a confuled 
throng of Mexicans before them into the fquare, 
who falling in upon the battalion which d/ve- 
rado had drawn up in order of battle, and being 
attacked on every fide, were moft of them cut 
to pieces. The fame miferable fate — 
trore 
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thofe who were driven into the fquare, by the 
third divifion under the command of. Sandoval. - 

The enemy perceiving that the whole force .of 
the Spaniards was united, now ran with theutmoft 
precipitation to defend the perfon of their Prince, 
by which means Cortes had an opportunity of 
lodging his troops to the beft advantage. The 
next morning all the ftreets in pofleffion of the 
enemy were filled with armed men, in order to 
cover thofe who were raifing a kind of fortifi- 
cation, but as they did not proceed to. hoftilities, 
Cortes fufpended the attack he had meditated, and 
refolved.to try once more, whether they weredif- 
pofed to an. accommodation, now they faw him 


{o advantageoufly pofted. He therefore fent a - 


meflage to Guatimozin, who had retired with his 
minifters and the nobility to a fpacious angle of 
the city, the greateft part of which was defended 
by the lake.. 

A fufpenfion of arms being agreed upon, Gua- 
timozin held feveral councils, to deliberate on the 
overtures of peace, and the majority were for a- 
greeing tothe treaty; while others were for con- 
tinuing the war, who being joined by the Priefts, 
it was refolved to profecute it. In the mean 
time the Emperor gave orders that all the pira- 
guas and canoes fhould retire to a bay, in or- 
der to fecure his retreat, in cafe he fhould be 
driven to extremities. Cortes immediately fuf- 
pected their defign, and therefore appointed 
Sandoval commander in chief of all the brigan- 
tines, with orders to furround the bay at a dif- 
tance, and to keep a ftrict watch upon the ene- 
mys motions, 


Vor. Il. Aes Cortes 
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‘Cortes havihg taken thefe {teps, ‘advahed 
with ‘his troops, which the Mexicaus perceiving, 
prepared for an engagement. But they no 
fooner ‘obferved the ‘terrible havock made ‘by 
the firft difcharge ‘of the carinon on ‘their wood- 
en fortifications, than they {ert ‘notice of it 
to ‘Gudtimoxin, and in a little time demanded 
a parley; upon which four Mexicans, who feem- 
ed perfons ot diftinction, appeared'on ‘the farther 
fide Of a.ditch, and informed Cortes that'they 
were appointed ‘to réceive his propofals, but the | 
General defired ‘that the Emperor -himfelf would 

come'to treat in‘perfon, and in the mean timea 
ftop fhould be yput toall acts of hottility. With) 
this anfwer the Ambaffadors ‘retired, and word 
was'brought that the Emperor would come the 
riext ‘day to'coriclude a ‘treaty, ‘but-‘he'put ‘off his 
coming for feveral ‘days. 

However, the day being come which ‘was the 
uitmott period allowed by‘Certes, Sandoval difco- 
véred, before'the fun-arofe, ‘vreat ‘multitudes em- 
Warking‘on board thecanoés in ‘the bay, and thefe 
atfacked ‘the brigantirtes with ‘great fury, without | 
being terrified at the havock: made among ‘them 
dy thie artillery. 

In the hotteft part of ‘the'engagement Sandoval 
obferved fix or feven piraguas towing with the ut- 
moft {peed from ‘the ‘fartheft-patt of the bay, up- 
on which ‘he ordered a brigantine to give them 
‘chace. The Captain fo6n came up with the fore- 
mioft piragua, which feemed ‘to command the ref, 
whien the Mexicans inftantly ceafed rowing ; and 
défired him'tiot'to fire, becaufe'the Emperor’was 

on board. The Captain with other Spaniards im- 
mediately leaped into the piragua, to fecure’ their 
prizes 
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prize. Upon which Guatimozin faid, ‘* 1am your 
*¢ prifoner, and ready to go whither you think fit 
*¢ to conduct me. All the favour I have to afk is, 
‘¢ that fome regard may be paid to the honour of 
‘¢ the Emprefs my confort,and her female atten- 
‘¢ dants.”” Guatimozin then pafling into the bri- 
gantine, gave his hand to that Princefs to hel 
her up theide. ‘The.Captain had no fooner made 
Guatimoxin prifoner, than he difpatched a canoe 
to Cortes with an account-of his fuccefs, and all 
military operations ceafed foon after.* _ 

_ Cories fent two companies of Spaniards to the 
landing place'to guard the royal prifoners, whom 
he received with great refpect, which the Empe- 
ror returned in the fame manner. .On their arri- 
val at.the Spani/h quarters, Guatimezin and his 
Emprefs.went in firft. When Cortes, to alleviate 
their forrow, told him, that he was prifoner to 
one of the moft powerful Monarchs in the uni- 
verfe, from -whofe clemency .he might hope to re-. 


gain natonly his liberty, but even his Empire, and 


that till the pleafure of his fovereign fhould be 
known, he fhould be treated with a the refpect 
due to the Emperor of Mexico... 


Cortes thinking it was ftill neceffary to reduce 
that part of the city which was in the enemy's 


poffeffion, left the care of his prifoners to Sande- 


val, and went.out to give orders for another at- 
tack. But.Guetimozin fulpecting the caufe of his 
abrupt departure, defired to {peak with him, and 
upon his returning back, conjured him to {pare 
his unhappy fubjects, who would furrender peace- 


**This great event happened on the 13th of Augnft, 1521, 
and: from thence has been dated the dominion of the Spaniards 


=. ably 


ever the Mexscan,Empire. 
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ably as foon as they were informed of his captivi- 
ty. He therefore intreated Cortes toallow one of 
his Minifters to accompany him, and command 
the Mexicans, in their Prince’s name, to obey the 
Spani/o General, which order they no fooner 
heard, than they threw down their arms:and fub- 
mitted. dice 

Cortes’s troops no fooner took poffeffion of the 


‘places evacuated by the Mexicans, than they found 


themfelves furrounded with objects of horror, a 
vaft number of miferable wretches, of the fick and 
wounded were lying calling upon death to releafe 
them from their tortures, and whole houfes, and 
courts, were filled withthe bodies of perfons of 
diftinétion who had been flain in battle, and were 


kept till their funerals could be performed, and | 


from thefe places proceeded a ftench that threat- 
ened the air with infection, and obliged Cortes to 
take immediate care to prevent a peftilence, by 
giving orders for interring the bodies. While 
this neceffary office was performed, he retired 
with his prifoners to Cuyocan, after having affign- 
ed quarters to Alverado and Sandoval, who fuper- 
intended the cleanfing of Mexico, and this difa- 
greeable duty being ina few days performed, he 
returned again to the city. , 
The refpect with which the Emperor Gzaztz- 
mozin was treated did not laft long, for the fol- 
diers remembering the vaft quantities of gold 
they had formerly feen in Motezuma’s pofleffion, 
demanded an account of what was become of 
it. When Cortes protefting his ignorance, they 
fuggefted that he had. fecretly fecured it for his 


own ufe. Hence they grew furious and infolent, 


ia which difpofition they were encouraged by 
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